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Parachutes Australia have been
supplying the world with emergency
parachute systems for Civilian and
Military applications for over 40 years

The Thinback and Slimpack Emergency Parachute Systems
manufactured by Parachutes Australia are designed, tested GlmpackIEG Brgency Parachute System
and manufactured beyond regulatory requirements and provide

the maximum safety, performance and comfort.

o Certified under FAA TSO C23(b) with Certificate of Type Approval issued by
CASA together with Production Approval No. 515899
Manufactured from durable Cordura fabric.
Military specification harness webbing and hardware for reliable strength and durability.
Stainless Steel closing grommets and ripcord assembly.
Thin, soft pack for pilot comfort.

Also available:

¢ Sheepskin Accessory Option for improved comfort and hygiene.

ph 61289
Fax 61 2 ¢

e Static Line Deployment Option.
Thinback Emergency Parachute System ozl Hoad Inglebum e

www.parachutesaustralia.com salesiin

Providing experience,
AVIATION INSURANCE commitment and care when
: you heed it most.

A U S TR A L I

+ Australia’s largest independent aviation insurance broker

+ 20 years experience, specialising in all classes of aviation
insurance including gliders

« Most AIA brokers are qualified and passionate pilots
with 90 years of combined experience

+ Committed to providing the best insurance package
to suit you and your individual needs

+ Always competitive, always comprehensive, always
accessible — 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

* Proud to be the new broker for the Gliding Federation
of Australia

Contact
David Tait, Dylan Jones or Sara Barnard on (07) 3274 4732.

admin@aviationinsurance.com.au
www.aviationinsurance.com.au
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Dear Members

This issue should arrive just as your
notice of our Annual General Meeting
comes by email. This year we are
meeting on the weekend of 23 August in
Adelaide, South Australia. All members
are welcome, and as usual, we will be
holding a members forum and our
awards night.

The members forums are the highlight
of our Board meeting weekends. We try
to rotate our meetings around each
capital city - except Perth, | am afraid, as
the travel cost is too high - to allow you
to attend at least one meeting every
year or two.

At the forums we take questions from
the members, and allow each of the
Board members to provide answers. Last
meeting we had a really valuable session
on our strategic plan. Our financial
accounts are being finalised as | type.
They will be posted on the GFA website
glidingaustralia.org for consideration.
Please don't hesitate to contact me or
the Treasurer if you have any queries.

These last few months we have been
focussing on our Airworthiness team.
They've been making some big steps in
our AW systems. We are so fortunate to
have so many dedicated volunteers all
contributing towards the re-write of the
MOSP3. Please keep your eye out for the
updates as they come through, and take
care to review them for yourself. If you
think we have missed something or have
made an error, we rely on you to contact
your RTOs or the department heads to
discuss the issues. It is critical that our
gliding systems properly reflect what we
do.

Our obligations as required by the
International Civil Aviation Organization
under Australia's Aviation State Safety
Program (SSP) are listed on the
Department of Infrastructure and Regional
Development website. It demonstrates
the aviation safety management system
as managed by Australia and sets out
Australia’s regulation and activities aimed
at improving aviation safety. The SSP
provides the monitoring and governance
framework within which operators and
service providers establish and maintain a
Safety Management System (SMS). As
you might appreciate, as a self
administrating sport aviation organisation,
CASA requires the GFA to comply with
Australia's SMS obligations. You may have
attended the safety workshops being
conducted by our Executive Manager
Operations, Chris Thorpe, which will assist
with understanding the Club's
involvement with the GFA to deliver the
SMS outcomes for gliding in Australia.

We are working hard to make the GFA's
SMS system relevant to the everyday
operations of gliding in Australia, though
we rely on each club to independently
assess the situation, factors and
circumstances particular to each club. If
you have any queries about this, please
contact the Safety officers in each region,
Chris Thorpe or the Chair Operations
Panel, Drew McKinney.

Over the last few months your officers
have been attending several aviation
industry forums, Air Sports Australia
Confederation meetings - our link to the
FAl, Federation Aeronautique
Internationale - and visiting with CASA to
work with them to ensure that you, the

Only the following workshops are permitted to conduct sailplane

inspection or repair services commercially.

member, continue to enjoy the privileges
provided under our exemptions and
delegations.

In this issue, you will also be able to
read about the fantastic performance by
our international competitors representing
Australia at this year's world
championships. We do really well on the
world stage and | am hugely proud of
them and our coaching and competition
programs. Some of the initiatives started
over a decade ago by our coaches are
starting to show some sustainable results.

Some other good news is that our
membership numbers are still on the
increase. I'm very excited about this
trend, and hope we can all work together
to keep our members active and
engaged.

Anyhow, as usual, | feel privileged to
be part of such a fantastic sport, with
many dedicated participants.

Go well.

ANITA TAYLOR
PRESIDENT
President@glidingaustralia.org

0438742 914  mikeburns38@yahoo.com.au
0439 842 255  corkerys@bigpond.com.au
0409 763 164  Avtecaviation@virginbroadband.com.au

camdensailplanes@bigpond.com

0428 399 001  comcom2@bigpond.net.au
GRAHAM GREED 0428 848 486  gcvworkshop@benalla.net.au

The SC met on the last weekend of
June at the new GFA offices. We had a
productive meeting and covered a lot of
ground using the Executive and Board
model of comprehensive reports
circulated beforehand with items to be
discussed clearly marked. This allowed us
to make efficient use of our time.

The minutes will be published and | will
put a link on the new Sports News page
which is now found on
www.glidingaustralia.org/GFA-Sport/
Sports-News

SOME DECISIONS MADE
AT THE MEETING

@ We are going to be looking at the
Sports Documents with a view to
simplifying and streamlining them. One
of the first will be a Competition Manual
which will contain several documents
relating to running a National
Competition. Suitably indexed, this will
improve access to information.

@ David Pietsch is currently rewriting
the competition guidelines and this will
be included in the new document.

@ Squad Week will be held at
Narromine on 14 to 21 February 2015.

@ Due to popular demand and after
the success at Waikerie, this year’'s
Sports class competition at Goondiwindi
will be a Wet class using Multiclass
handicaps.

@ Following member input we are
opening up the 20m comp to all two
seater gliders. For selection purposes the
20m gliders will still be scored separately.

@ We propose a significant change to

SPORTS COMMITTEE

the way our Nationals are structured.
Since it is a significant change it will not
happen until we have had member
consultation. We need to ensure we have
not overlooked unintended
consequences.

® Subject to approval from the insurer
we will be moving to the GPC as a
Competition entry requirement rather
than an FAl licence. The FAI licence will
still be required for record flights, flying at
any FAl sanctioned event such as the
Qualifying Grand Prix, or if flying
overseas.

@ NCC are looking for Expressions of
interest from clubs to host the 2015/2016
Club Class Nationals. The event will need
to fit around the Junior Worlds and the
Benalla Pre-Worlds. Please contact Tom
Claffey chair of NCC tom.kerrie@gmail.
com

@ G Dale will be in Australia again next
season and will continue to provide
coaching around Australia. Peter Trotter
has organised a Master Class at AlS on
Saturday 13 September 2014. Places are
limited so please contact Peter to register
for this unique opportunity to put your
questions to two World Champions, Ingo
Renner and Brad Edwards. peter.trotter6@
bigpond.com

@ There is to be no increase in the ITC
levy this year, which will remain fixed at
$60, and $30 for Juniors. We are
considering a Tug Ferry Levy to
standardise and cross subsidise costs
across competitions but we are still
working on the details.

@ | have had a few enquires about

where to find the Australian pilot ranking
list. It has been discontinued. We are
now submitting all State and National
Competition results to the FAI for
ranking.

There are currently 332 Australian
pilots on the list

http://igcrankings.fai.org/SearchResults.
php?surname==&nationality=AUS

As an aside we have learned that the
Norwegian gliding movement use the
Australian handicap list for their
Nationals as they think it is better than
the German list! A real feather in the
cap for our handicap committee and all
of their hard work.

MANDY TEMPLE
CHAIR SPORTS COMMITTEE
csc@glidingaustralia.org

TOCUMWAL AVIATION AND GENERAL ENGI MIKE BURNS

TOCUMWAL AVIATION AND COMPOSITE ENG ~ PETER CORKERY

BOONAH AVTEC AVIATION ROGER BOND

CAMDEN CAMDEN SAILPLANES MIKE DUGAN 0418 681145

BALLARAT COMPOSITE COMPONENTS JOE LUCIANI

BENALLA GLIDING CLUB OF VICTORIA

BOONAH MADDOG COMPOSITES MIKE MADDOCKS 0408 195 337
WAIKERIE MORGY'S GLIDER WORKS MARK MORGAN 0427 860 992
TEMORA SL COMPOSITES SCOTT LENNON 0438 773 717

TEMORA T & J SAILPLANES TOM GILBERT 0427 557 079
BOONAH ULTIMATE AERO NIGEL ARNOT 0437 767 800
WA UNIVERSAL PLASTICS DARREL LONG 08 9361 8316
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mike@maddogcomposites.com.au
morgans@sctelco.net.au
scottl@internode.on.net
tnjgilbert@internode.on.net
nigel@ultimateaero.com.au
universalplastics@iinet.net.au

CURRENT PROPOSED
CLUB AND SPORTS UNFLAPPED
CLUB CLUB
SPORTS (dry) STANDARD
MULTICLASS FLAPPED
STANDARD 15M
15M OPEN (18m and Open)
18M
OPEN
2 SEATER AND "WET
20M SPORTS"
20M 20M (Inc Open 2 seaters)
SPORTS (Wet)
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Although | have been away for the
past month, a lot of activity has been
taking place within the GFA.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The AGM of the GFA will be held in
Adelaide this year on Saturday 23
August at the Rydges South Park
Adelaide Motor Inn, 1 South Terrace,
Adelaide. All members of the GFA are
invited to attend.

The GFA Board will be meeting in the
morning and after lunch, with the AGM
planned to commence at 3pm.
Immediately following the AGM (approx.
3:30pm) we will be hosting a members
forum. This is a great opportunity to
hear from Board members directly about
the key activities that are being
addressed, and a great chance to ask
questions and raise concerns directly.

All members are welcome to attend,
although we realise that this will be
easier for South Australian members.
These forums are held regularly
throughout the year when the Board
meets. Recently forums were held in
Melbourne and prior to that, Sydney.

The annual awards dinner will be held

CONTACT THE GFA'S SECRETARIAT FOR FURTHER DETAILS

at the venue during the evening. Any
members who wish to attend the
dinner are asked to contact Fiona
Northey in the GFA office who will
advise the cost and take your
bookings. fiona@glidingaustralia.org

SENDING INFORMATION TO THE
GFA OFFICE.

This includes a range of forms, in
particular Form 2 paperwork. We still
have people submitting old forms that
they have had in the bottom of a
drawer for some years. All current
forms are on the GFA web page. Any
email address that has something like
@sec.gfa.org.au is an old one and just
won't work. If all else fails, send
documents to returns@glidingaustraia.org

GFA OFFICE STAFFING

We have had a couple of changes in
the office recently with Sharon Dew
heading off on 12 months maternity
leave at the end of June. We have a
replacement for Sharon during this
period, and Cathy Casser commenced in
mid June so that we could have a good
handover.

In the office now we have Tanya, Fiona
and Cathy who can answer most of your
questions and give advice on just about
any gliding related topic. Email is simple:
tanya@glidingaustralia.org, fiona@
glidingaustralia.org and cathy@
glidingaustralia.org. Or just phone.

Carol is also in the office and handles
all financial transactions - payments,
book-keeping etc. Carol’s address is
finance@glidingaustralia.org

WOMEN IN GLIDING
Leonie Furze recently conducted a

HANGAR KEEPERS INSURANCE

DO YOU HAVE HANGAR KEEPERS LIABILITY INSURANCE?

NOT HAVING ADEQUATE INSURANCES CAN PUT YOUR CLUB IN PERIL
IT WILL COST YOU LESS THAN $700 PER YEAR TO JOIN THE GFA'S POLICY

YOU PROBABLY WON'T BE MAKING A CLAIM BUT WILL SLEEP BETTER.

Secretary@glidingaustralia.org

TEL: 03 9359 1613

TERRY CUBLEY
EXECUTIVE OFICER
eo@glidingaustralia.org

study of approaches used to improve
the participation of women in gliding
across many countries. A very
impressive report provides ideas for the
GFA, Regions, clubs and members to
help support the growth of this under-
represented group. | strongly
recommend that you read her report -
either in this isse of Gliding Australia or
on the GFA web page/gfa members info/
development.

ACCESSING INFORMATION
FROM OUR WEB PAGE

A few people report that they struggle
to find information on our web page
www.glidingaustralia.org

Some key points -

You are best to use Google Chrome or
Firefox or similar as your web browser.
Internet Explorer appears to have issues
with many web sites, including ours. You
can download Chrome or Firefox very
easily.

When you open the web page, most
information and documents can be
found under the 'GFA members info'
button on the left hand side.

When you click this, it drops down to
reveal a choice of departments -
including sport, operations,
airworthiness, development,
administration etc. Click on the one that
you expect will have the info you need.

This will then open in Google Drive. If
you see a large number of icons/boxes,
then | suggest you click the picture of a
set of horizontal lines in the top right
corner. This changes the display into a
list and is much easier to read.

So, if you wanted to see what
insurance the GFA has, you would follow
the path gfa members info/
administration/gfa insurance
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FAI GLIDING BADGES 710 3 JuLy 2014

A.BADGE

GRANT JOHN W 11939
TAYLOR BENJAMIN J 11940
FLEGG JEANVI 11942
CLARK ANNE 11946
BURNS DAVID A 11948
WATSON JOHN 11949
BROWN RYAN 11952
DEUXBERRY ERIC 11954
GOULD JOSHUA J 11953
BRODIE TIMOTHY R 11959
SIMPKINS ZACHARY L 11960
A & B BADGE

MOLNAR ANDRES 11941
BOSWELL WILLIAM S 11944
SNOOK LAURENCE P 11951
C BADGE

MOLONEY DARCY J 11791
MASON JACOB W 11908
WILLIAMS TIMOTHY C 11881

X

FAI

BERYL HARTLEY
FAI CERTIFICATES

OFFICER

faicertificates@glidingaustralia.org

BARTOSIK MACIEJ 11945 SOUTHERN CROSS
716/AAFC/WA GC
BYRON GLIDING
301/AAFC/NSW e ko 2o lelz
GOV, HAMMOND GREG 11937 LAKE KEEPIT SC
NARROGINIGC DUBREUIL DANIEL 11938 LAKE KEEPIT SC
ANEAEE &0 BLEULER SIMON D 11943 LAKE KEEPIT SC
) LUCEY MARK G 11945 MT. BEAUTY GC
e LAWS NAOMI M 11947 AAFC/QLD
SOUTHERN CROSS GG BRAND BEN 11950 CENTRAL COAST
SOUTHERN CROSS GG~ GC
DARLING DOWNS So  BARTLETT CAMERON 11955 LAKE KEEPIT SC
SALATA GENRIKH 11956 CANBERRA GC
KERESTES ATILA 11957 MT. BEAUTY GC
NARROGIN GC HARRINGTON DOUGLAS J 11958 NARROGIN GC
HUNTER VALLEY GC
NARROGIN GC SILVER C
MCCORMACK ROBERT J 4852 TEMORA GC
ALV DURHAM CHARLESD K~ 4853 BATHURST SC
CABOOLTURE GC
CABOOLTURE GC GOLD C
DURHAM CHARLESD K 1704 BATHURST SC

NARROMINE CUP

23 to 29 November

The perfect event to get your
summer started. Fun flying for
personal best performances and
friendly social company.
Participation fee $40 per pilot.
For the first cross country Silver
C attempt to the 1000kim flight.
Book at
info@narromineglidingclub.com.au

JOEYGLIDE - PREWORLD
JUNION WORLD

CHAMPIONSHIPS
1 -13 December

The Junior Pre-world event

combined with the traditional
Joeyglide. Open to all juniors
both National and International.
Student cross country pilots with
experienced coaches. Contest
Director Adam Webb.

For information:
adam@adam-webb.com

20 METRE 2 SEATER
OPEN 2 SEATER
CHAMPIONSHIPS

20 to 28 Janaury 2015

The popular 20m two seater
championships will be held in
January. The struggle to fit all

competitions into one summer
period is moving many events to
start and finish mid week - a real
challenge for the National
Competition Committee. Due to
the request from the larger two
seater gliders, the event is now
open to a second class of open
two seater craft. So bring along
the ASH25, Nimbus 3 & 4 and
any other two seater for this fun
competition. The entry and all
forms are now on the Narromine
Gliding Club site at
www.narromineglidingclub.com.au
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SPEEDWEEK

At SpeedWeek,we will again
have both our world champions,
INGO RENNER and BRAD
EDWARDS, as our special
guests. Participants will have a
week of flying in Ingo’s company
and, in a casual environment at
our Meet the Stars evening,
have the opportunity to pick
their brains on gliding matters.
This is a repeat of the event of
last year, which was a huge
success thanks to these two
legends of our sport. Tony Tabart
will be there, too.

We are also lucky to have
Richard Frawley attending as a
participant and as a presenter.
Richard has put together an
excellent slide series focussed
on the rhythm of the flight,
decision making and the

BUNYAN WAVE CAMP
20-28 SEPTEMBER

How can you join the fun? If you
live within a few hours of Cooma
there is always the opportunity
to come on down for a few days.
If you are further away and need
to plan ahead, there is also the
Annual Wave Camp this year.
Both club two seat aircraft are

6 GLIDING AUSTRALIA www.glidingaustralia.org

importance of planning well
ahead.

Entries have been flowing in and
we have two positions left. After
that we will take entries on a
wait list, which has worked out
each year so far. Given slippage
and a bit of juggling, everyone
has had a place, but please let
us know if you want to come. It
makes planning so much easier.
Pilots of all experience levels are
welcome, provided they meet
the single condition holding of
an Independent Operator’s
Certificate. We aim to initiate the
novice into competitive cross
country flying in a relaxed
environment, and to provide
high level training to those
wishing to improve their skills for
badge, record and contest

oxygen equipped
and can be used
for instruction
and coaching in
wave. If you're
interested in
finding out more

go to www.
canberragliding.org

e

i
- -

success. Some of our top
competitors cut their teeth at
SpeedWeek, and some who
were hesitant to leave the circuit
have become confident and
competent long distance flyers.
We will repeat last year's format,
which proved so successful and
rewarding - SpeedWeek asks the
important questions, and you
find the answers. Last year we
were able to zero in on some
fundamental truths, which
participants will hopefully have
applied in their practice in the
interim.

These activities occur against
the background of the
SpeedWeek Regatta. This is a
handicapped contest in which
the glider is handicapped
according to the Club Class
tables, and the pilot according to
his experience. Scoring is done
during evening debriefing
sessions using the Wallington
system, which is very quick and
simple.

The venue is West Wyalong, a
glider pilot’s heaven. It has a
marvellous airport with almost
no traffic, a welcoming
community and plenty of good,
well priced accommodation.
Enquiries and entries to Paul
Mander. paul@mander.net.au

g

15M SAILPLANE GRAND PRIX
AUSTRALIAN QUALIFYING
ROUND

Australia 6 Lake Keepit

Grand Prix

LAKE KEEPIT SOARING CLUB
16 - 22 NOVEMBER 2014

All suitably qualified pilot are invited to enter the Australian qualifying Round
Grand Prix racing in sailplanes is the most competitive, exciting and exhilarating form of sailplane racing, it requires great
concentration and skill to seek out and make the best use of the available energy in the air and at the same time employ tactics

to gain an edge over the other competitors.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO AND ENTRY FORM IN TO THIS
PRESTIGIOUS INTERNATIONAL EVENT GO TO

www.keepitsoaring.com

The most exciting race you will ever compete in

Enquiries and Expressions of interest to loan/hire suitable high performance 15m sailplanes to international

pilots to Chris Bowman Chris.Bowman@pcce.net

ANNUAL CHECK FLIGHTS

Lately, GFA have issued several
publications relating to annual
check flights but, judging from
the mutterings in the ranks, not
all are happy about such items.
Standards as such have always
faced resistance from within. In
the main such standards are
written and enforced with
nothing more than safety in
mind. But there are still those
who disagree, even when the
object of the exercise may save
their own hides.

There’'s a little homily that
begins, “Aviation, like the sea, is
not inherently

dangerous.......... ", etc. Well it
may not be but there is certainly
an element of risk when one
may, at any given time, have to
obey gravity and return to the
earth with a thump or worse.
Let's face it, the average glider
pilot might fly a considerable
number of hours while the
thermals are available and then
hibernate as soon as the cooler
weather sets in. His skill level

diminishes at a much greater
rate than is realized. Suddenly
after several months of not
flying our hero is faced with an
annual Club check flight with the
CFl or a senior instructor.
Aviation skills, unless used
frequently will diminish rapidly.
All of those little things that you
did without thinking suddenly
become rusty and you have to
think again, or perhaps the last
not so tight circuit that you flew
could have contributed to a
lower standard of landing. Once
they are rated for cross country
flying, many glider pilots have a
certain amount of contempt for
circuits, a situation noted by at
least one very experienced CFI
that | know.

On the face of it, a circuit and
subsequent landing is something
we have experienced since our
first flight, simple but hard to fly
to a high standard. Many moons
ago | read an article by a very
experienced aerobatic instructor.
When attempting to teach these

sequences he first assessed how
the pupil flew a circuit as a
means of predicting the
outcome. | did not agree with his
statement at the time but | do
now!

In all aviation, from the day of
the first flight you are practicing
for the next one. Skill levels will
rise with exposure BUT you need
to constantly try to improve, no
matter what your particular aims
are. There are in my opinion at
least two logical reasons for a
check flight. First of all, you have
to assess the current standard of
the person being checked with
particular emphasis on standard
operating procedures. The
second is that perhaps you may
be able to teach that person
something new that will add to
their personal standard of
operation. All aviation is a
constant learning process
irrespective of the number of
hours or cross country kilometres

you have in your logbook.
MATTHEW CAMERON
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JUNIOR COACHING

WORLD CLASS OPPORTUNITY

FOR JUNIORS

BY JOHN BUCHANNAN
JUNIOR PERFORMANCE
COACH

We have a tremendous opportunity over the next few years to promote and develop Australian
Gliding, to expand our membership and the public awareness of our sport. Our hosting of the
Junior World Gliding Championships (JWGC) at Narromine during December 2015 and the FAI
flapped classes World Gliding Championships at Benalla in January 2017 triggers this opportunity.
Not only should we be able to attain podium finishes in both events but we also have an excellent
opportunity to focus media attention on our sport of gliding in Australia.

While my focus as Performance coach for the JWGC team is the
Junior World Gliding Championships in December 2015 - and |
leave it to others to take up the broader gliding promotion
mantle - | feel it necessary to start with administrative attempts
to capture all the juniors within our midst. This gives them all an
opportunity to be involved, to identify with their fellow pilots and
to learn of the opportunities and support that is available for
them, not just now and in the run up to the JWGC but also for the
their future involvement with the sport. Some will still be eligible
for future JWGCs, but all of them will be helping to form the basis
of Australian gliding in the future. Hence, all these juniors need
encouragement, motivation and support. They usually have
financial, equipment and time constraints that many of us who
have enjoyed gliding for many years may be able to help them
overcome.

Bryan Hayhow has done a magnificent job as Juniors
Development Coach. He has mentored, coached and established
links with juniors and coaches, particularly all the top competitive
pilots. He continues to help along with Peter Trotter.

WHAT IS BEING DONE

One of the three methods of communication with the juniors
that has been set up includes an AUS JUNIORS 'Google Drive'
portal that contains a register of juniors with personal particulars,
mentors and coaches, their wished-for flying program, their
performance results and a training program. The latter includes
mental, physical and flying skills within a spreadsheet database
of many other attributes. While all juniors, mentors and coaches
on the email list can access the portal and most of the contents,
some things like the training program may be used for
communication between the coach and trainee only, if desired.
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Bulletins and other useful information will also be posted on the
Drive. This way all juniors can relate to the activities of others
and hopefully receive further encouragement.

Juniors, mentors and coaches can register for the Google Drive
by going to www.glidingaustralia.org/juniorform.html. The second
communication venue is the Facebook page Aus Junior Gliding
on which juniors can access the initial communications Bulletin 1
and a spreadsheet to fill out their personal particulars. This will
then automatically come up into the Google Drive. From there it
will be transferred to a summary spreadsheet of all juniors. To
visit the Aus Junior Gliding Facebook page, go to faceboook.com
login and search AUS Junior Gliding.

Finally, from the registration processes an updated email
Junior’'s chat group will be compiled. Similarly, a chat group of
the coaches, mentors and assistants will also be maintained.
Hopefully the foregoing will provide some organizational and
administrative structure to the benefit of all juniors.

Adam Woolley, known to many - particularly the juniors -
has volunteered to help maintain these communication channels
and databases. Adam'’s enthusiasm and energies are sure to fire
up many of the juniors while he is in the process of compiling,
extracting and encouraging their participation.

So please, check to see that all your juniors are aware of this
and have registered. Once registered they will automatically be
included in the Google Drive and have access to all the info and
to others' activities.

GLIDERS AND EQUIPMENT

Even if funds are available, access to gliders is always a big
task. Some clubs offer much reduced rates for juniors to fly
particular club aircraft and some juniors have been fortunate at
times to use gliders provided by their senior owners. However, of
necessity, many such arrangements are temporary and ad hoc.
What we would like to do here is increase the number of owners
who are prepared to loan or rent their gliders to juniors.

It would be really good if juniors had access to the same or
similar gliders from now until the end of the JWGC. This would
enable them to get some weekend flying practice and perhaps a
competition or two prior to their selection at the Joey Glide/pre-
JWGC this year in December.

The National Sports and Club Class Nationals at Goondiwindi is
an ideal opportunity for the juniors to practice and as many as
possible will be encouraged to participate in this event and gain
experience at the senior level prior to their selection at this
year's Joey glide/pre- JWGC event.

Andy Maddocks of Maddogcomposites and many other
infamous exploits has volunteered to help organize gliders for
juniors, focussing initially on obtaining gliders for the pilots most
likely to get into the top 10 at Joey Glide this year, and perhaps

forming a training squad for the JWGC. Other juniors having
difficulties obtaining gliders should contact Andrew for ideas.

In the first instance it is expected that juniors will be
contacting their own club and its members for gliders.
Subsequently, every effort will be made to help all comers via
Andrew, coaches and other people in the communications loop.
To be eligible, a junior will have identified a coach to work with
and would have submitted his or her training program and
details to the online Google Portal. Once they have access to a
glider, juniors are requested to put such details into the Drive
and identify gaps where they need more assistance. Finances
will be dealt with separately.

Andy has a great relationship with many of the juniors and is
very keen to help them in any way he can. So if you are seeking
a glider for use and not having much luck through your own
efforts, please contact Andy, as he will now be the central
contact point for helping juniors access gliders. He can be
contacted at andrew@maddogcomposites.com.au

Of course there is another side to providing gliders and that is
sourcing them. So Andy’s main emphasis will be to contact owners
club class gliders of a suitable standard to see if they can be loaned
or rented for whatever period of time they see fit to be able to help
out. Please help, as these are our kids and the future of our gliding
movement. So if you have such a glider please contact Andy before
he comes after you. Assume please, for now, that our fund raising
efforts will bear fruit as and if required.

FUND RAISING

As parents and grandparents we are all well aware of why we
need financial aid to support our juniors. Actually it doesn't stop
when they grow up either! To re-iterate - some of the juniors do
not even have a car or means to get to the airfield. When it
comes to paying for launches, glider hire, competition entry,
accommodation and meals, lack of funds sometimes curtails
their activities.

In the past we have been fortunate to have some fund raising
efforts. At comps, for example, Paul Mander initiated the $2 box,
which flourished for quite a while and created awareness. Others
provided gliders. The 'Uncles' programme by Paul Mathews and
co. provided some financial support in NSW. Andrew Horton has
been paying a substantial portion of all the Joey Glide aerotows,
and Geoff Raph in Kingaroy donated his glider to the juniors in
the club. A Bacchus Marsh member, John Buchanan purchased
two club class gliders that he has made available exclusively for
use by juniors. And so it goes. We need to progress these efforts
and the following plan is being implemented.

SOURCING OF FUNDS

First, the juniors are expected to participate in fund raising
activities and to approach entities like businesses, local councils,
sports commissions, GFA Regional Associations and their home
clubs. This has been successful in the past and an important
source of funds for the juniors. Seniors in the clubs are asked to
help out and encourage the fund raising activities by getting
suggesting and supporting raffles, barbeques, corporate
approaches and so on. Those clubs and juniors raising funds at
the local level will be the ones to use those funds. John Styles
as the GFA Chairman of Marketing and Development will be in
touch with clubs to see if they need help and suggestions in
these areas.

In addition, a document will be available that details what
grants are available from the federal and state governments.
Juniors will be assisted to make applications for grant
assistance. A bulletin covering how to do this will be posted on

the Google Drive and Facebook pages whose links are
provided above. All Regional Development Officers are asked
to make themselves familiar with these grants and seek help
from John Styles if required in an effort to help juniors in their
state access as much assistance as they can.

Secondly, a request for notable donations will be made to
raise the stakes a bit higher. The expectation here is that
some senior GFA members will donate to the cause. These
amounts will hopefully make a significant difference enabling
juniors to compete in Australia and where there is a real
shortfall, for glider rentals at weekends. These funds will be
submitted to the Australian Sports Fund (ASF) enabling the
contributions to be tax deductible and their usage
transparently managed by a committee. ASF funds are such
that they can only be used for the purpose for which they are
set up and carry accountabilities to this end. See details on
page 10. Members wishing to donate and receive a tax
deduction accordingly should contact me or John Styles.

Third will be the drive for corporate funds and perhaps
sponsorship. Anyone who can help here is asked to identify
themselves to John Styles or to me. John is completing the
application to the ASF and will set that program up for us. A major
sponsor and benefactor would be a bonus and help us catch up to
the programmes offered by overseas countries to their youth in
gliding. These funds may also go through the ASF, are tax deductible
to the benefactor and have full accountability and transparency.

OPPOSITE: Junior Performance Coach John Buchannan
TOP: Development Coach Bryan Hayhow
ABOVE: Adam Woolley

continued over page
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TOP: Andrew Maddox
BELOW: John Styles

Many  opportunities are
available for corporates to
obtain visibility.

FUND ALLOCATION
PLAN

The intention for funds
raised by the second and
third means, hence passing
through the ASF, is to
establish an ongoing fund to
assist junior pilots. The
following draft covers the
purpose of the fund and how
the fund allocations to juniors
will be made.

Fund allocations are for
Australian junior pilots to assist them to become involved in and
progress their flying. For example,
® Attendance at competitions, training camps and when
necessary access to gliders on weekends either in Australia or
overseas
@ Not including equipment purchase,

There are three groups of juniors who will receive allocations,
each having a different need -

® The development group encourages and assists juniors to
participate in gliding.

® The early cross country group assists participation in
competition flying, necessitating attendance in competition and
coaching.

® The competition development group encourages juniors to
strive for the best in their gliding endeavours by gaining
selection in the world comp team.

Volunteers are yet to be sourced to help with the management
of the Development group, led by Bryan Hayhow, and the Early
Cross Country group.

As JWGC Performance Coach | will only address the latter
group at this stage.

JUNIORS COMPETITION
DEVELOPMENT FUND

The Juniors Competition Development Fund purpose is to :
@ Assist the juniors who have shown serious dedication to the
development of their competition gliding skills and are likely to
be selected for the junior’s squad with a view to selection and
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participation at world and other overseas competitions.

@ Assist juniors to train and improve their competition skills
which will involve coaching and mentoring.

Allocations will be based on a training plan to be submitted by

the pilot indicating -

@ Objectives both short (1 year) and long term

@ Strengths and weaknesses

® Who will be the coach and what the coach’s role will be

@ What gliding events and training sessions will be attended.

® What non-gliding events and training will be undertaken, for
example, AlS, sports psychology, reading.

The training plan will include at least annual milestones, which
will be used in considering further requests for funding from that
pilot. The intent here is to reward the achievement of goals with
further funding if possible.

Allocations will be made once a year following submissions
made by 1 May. Allocation decisions will be made by a group
consisting of -

@ Juniors performance coach - currently John Buchanan
@ Juniors development coach - currently Bryan Hayhow
® National coaching director - currently Peter Trotter

@ And others for advice as required.

FLYING TRAINING AND COACHING

The foregoing was felt necessary so that all juniors know that
support is available. Coaches, mentors and RDOs are available
in all states and if a junior has not accessed one then he or she
can register and/or contact me and | will find them one. | am at
jbukes2@gmail.com.

Now that we have some organizational, communication and
administration structure in place we can get down to encouraging
more juniors into the game and raising the skills of those who
desire it. Recall from the notes above that there are three levels
for the coaching and training. So, please help guide the juniors
to their appropriate level.

The business of getting down to coaching a squad to represent
Australia at the JWGC can now gain traction. There is a lot to be
done, and many other countries - like the UK, Germany, France,
Poland and the Czech Republic, among others, are very proactive in
training their youth. They have funds, equipment, gliders and the
opportunity to compete in Europe at an elite level with seniors as
well as juniors. Above all, they have tried and proven training
programmes that see their juniors and seniors on the podiums at
world events.

Initially a squad of about 10 juniors will be chosen and the focus,
for them will be on the upcoming JWGC. Any junior wishing to be on
this squad should register and send me an email. You will be
encouraged to come and participate in the G. Dale (UK team
member and coach extraordinaire) coaching week at Kingaroy
starting 20 September, or to come to the Goondiwindi Sports and
Club Class Nationals. Of course, for those with time, the QLD State
Comps are in between at Kingaroy. Any junior who wishes to come
to one of these three events and has the time but feels financially
pressured should contact me.

IN CONCLUSION

We have the opportunity to promote gliding in Australia and
get some pilots onto the podium at both junior and senior
events. You can see from the description above that quite a few
people are getting behind this idea. If you can help in any way or
have some suggestions please refer them to me, Peter, Bryan or
a coach for on forwarding. GA

COACHING

MASTER

WITH INGO RENNER & BRAD EDWARDS m::-:::!‘;

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF SPORT (AlIS) CANBERRA
12 - 13 SEPTEMBER 2014

If you are at all interested in cross
country flying, at either an advanced or
early stage, then here is an opportunity
to hear from two of Australia’s most
successful pilots. In case you haven’t
heard of these pilots, both have been
world champions and both are known for
enjoying their flying and being interested
in continuing to learn more about what
is going in our playground in the sky.

FORMAT

The format will be a one day event
starting with a morning of facilitated
discussion between Ingo and Brad
followed by an afternoon open question
and answer session. The emphasis will
be on how to fly, thermal structure,
reading the sky and the ground,
choosing a path through the sky and all
those decisions we have to make every
time we decide to take a launch.

VENUE

The venue will be Australia’s premium
coaching facility, the Australian Institute
of Sport (AIS) in Canberra. The AIS has

excellent meeting rooms and, because
gliding is an accredited sport within the
AlS, we have access to their on-campus
accommodation at excellent rates,
currently $90 per day for room and meals.

DATE

The timing will be
Saturday 13 September
2014. But wait, there is
more! For those who have not
yet attended the AIS
presentations by their
in-house staff, we will hold a
series of lectures the day
before covering topics such
as hydration and nutrition,
recovery, strength and
conditioning and sports
psychology.

NO CHARGE

GFA will cover the cost of the
presenters and the meeting
rooms. You just need to cover
your travel and accommodation.
There may be a nominal charge

continued over page
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PETER TROTTER
NATIONAL

COACHING COORDINATOR
peter.trotter6@bigpond.com

of $30 to cover incidental costs.
A mini trade show is being planned
focusing on instruments and gliders.

IN SUMMARY

Come along to one or more of the
following at AlS in Canberra in September:

Friday 12 September. AIS lectures on
hydration and nutrition, recovery, strength
and conditioning and sports psychology.

Saturday 13 September. Ingo and
Brad Master Class. Learn from the masters
about how to fly faster and further.

To lock in your place, contact Peter
peter.trotter6@bigpond.com
TEL 0417 888 040

Packed with FEATURES
Aviation Quality GPS

IGC Approved Logger

ENL - Engine Noise Detector

12 hours Battery Life
at full screen brightness

Back up Vario

FLARM Display

Sunlight Readable Screen
SeeYou Mobile Software

All in One Flight Computer

Comes with all accessories to go soaring straight out the box

Professionally Supported Software
Local Support and Free Advice

GOSOARING

.COM.AU
07 5499 4636
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M & D

AIBWORTHINESS

MEMBERSHIP AND

There is even better news this issue. Below is a chart showing
GFA membership over the last ten years. The really great news
is that our membership is now the highest it has been in nine

out of the last ten years.

Currently, membership stands at
2,457. This is an increase of 255 or
nearly 10 per cent over the previous
year.

These figures include flying
membership categories only. There are
currently also an additional 131 non-
flying members.

The table below shows the
membership figures by state
associations over the same ten year
period. The figures show that NSW, QLD
and Vic/Tas and WA are the winners.
However SA/NT membership has
declined over the last four years, which
is something for SAGA and their clubs to
contemplate and action.

While there are no stand out reasons
for this success, there are a couple of
factors that | believe may have
contributed to this.

First, the GFA and a number of clubs
have forged a strong partnership with
the Australia Air Force Cadets
organization, providing several thousand
air experience flights for cadets at
approved GFA clubs. This has led to a

number of cadets joining GFA clubs to
pursue their flying further.

This in turn increases the number of
young people entering the sport. Many
will leave for education, career and
family reasons but the seed is sown and
experience has shown they will return
later in life.

A number of clubs have put much
effort into developing a pathway for
their members. No longer is going solo
the end product, but simply the first
stepping stone. Cross-country coaching
has also been further improved. These
activities appear to help retain
members, as they can now not only see
the challenges before them but can also
gain the confidence to overcome them
through quality training and coaching.

There will be a number of other
factors at play which we need to identiy.
Clubs that have seen an increase in
membership in the last year may like to
share their thoughts.

With current membership at 2,457, we
all need to work to a target of 3,000
flying members by the end 2017.

JOHN STYLES

CHAIR, DEVELOPMENT PANEL
cmd@glidingaustralia.org
www.facebook.com
theGlidingFederationofAustralia

Why this target and is it achievable?
First, it's a nice round figure for us all to
focus on. Second, yes, it is achievable if
we all put in a bit of work.

We have a unique opportunity over
the next four years which will not occur
again for perhaps 20 years. From the
last quarter of this year to January 2017,
Australia will host five International
competitions. They are:

16 - 22 November 2014 - Sailplane Grand Prix
Series Final —Lake Keepit

5 - 13 December 2014 - Junior Pre Worlds/
Joeyglide — Narromine

1 -12 December 2015 - Junior World
Championships — Narromine

TBA January 2016 - 18m/15//Multi Class Pre Worlds
- Benella

8 — 21 January 2017 18m/15//Multi Class World
Championships - Benella

These competitions are an opportunity
to spread the message about soaring.
The Marketing and Development group
will be utilising all forms of media to
ensure the greatest possible level of
exposure. We have a list of other
projects we are currently setting up and
these will become available from
September this year.

You may think that it's all very well for
a minority of top competition pilots, but
doesn't help our little clubs. However,
with increased exposure, your little club
will hopefully see an increase in people
coming along for a flight.

This is your opportunity. Does your
club look and feel welcoming, and are
your members friendly? Is there rubbish
around the place or are your aircraft
clean and tidy with all the instruments
working, and do you know how to use
them all? Are your tow plane and winch
reliable and can you show people a

Year pathway in gliding or do you just
Region | 2004/5 | 2005/6 | 2006/7 | 2007/8 | 2008/9 | 2009/10 | 2010/11 | 2011/12 | 2012/13 | 2013/14 | Send them solo and think that'’s it?
DR T D ER R L LR Ut —n 520 544 | 509 557 Now is the time to begin getting
your club prepared so that it is in
NSWGA | 707 691 734 718 688 686 688 656 642 812 the best possible position to take
advantage of this opportunity.
SAGA 339 352 329 316 307 308 324 285 280 273 We will develop new marketing
VSA 642 591 | 608 | 580 | 574 577 551 578 534 569 and promotional tools that will be
available for club use. Look out for
WAGA 229 220 222 257 237 251 249 237 237 246 more information soon. We W|” also
National | 2,435 | 2,392 | 2,460 | 2,436 | 2,385 | 2,383 | 2,332 | 2,300 | 2,202 | 2457 | D¢ !ookingfor helpers at
forthcoming promotional events. GA
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GLIDER MAINTENANCE

Hi everyone and especially my Inspector colleagues and Registered
Operators. Following on from my last article, we have been hard at
work in the Airworthiness Department providing business as usual
services to members and moving forward on the Airworthiness

Development Program (AWDP).

My main objective in these articles is to keep you abreast of what
is going on and to provide you updates of the many changes
over the years that members don't seem to know or understand.

Our RTO-A conference in June included the whole department of
CTO, DCAD, CAD and RTO-As as well as the AWDP staff as
participants in the way forward. We also interacted with the Ops
group to solve or understand common issues - radios, transponders,
FLARM and the future. It was very useful and productive but it will
take months to roll everything out. We have a lot to resolve and
changes to implement by 2020 in the airspace field. So talk to your
RTO-As before you buy new radios or FLARM - there will soon be new
requirements. Also, don’t buy Lithium batteries for your glider
without airworthiness approval. If your glider does not have approval
to use Li batteries of the specified type, you may get an engineering
order to approve it from a Part 21M engineer.

Our airworthiness team understands how important it is for glider
owners to enjoy the freedom and individuality in fine-tuning their
aircraft to compete and enjoy Australia's excellent gliding. We intend
to keep all this possible within a self-administered airworthiness
system based upon a sensible, simple set of procedures. There is a
lot of work and some changes in front of us - we are well on our way.

REGISTERED OPERATORS (ROS)

Do you know your responsibilities?

You have legal responsibility to maintain your glider as per
Australian aviation law and GFA's rules. Continuing airworthiness of
the aircraft is your responsibility as per MOSP Part 3 Clause 4.14. You
don’t have to do the work but you must make sure it is maintained
correctly. Please read the MOSP v6. We are updating this but the
following will be unchanged.

GFA's responsibility is to help you do this. We do this largely by
writing our procedures (MOSP) to correctly reflect aviation law and
CASA directives so you can more easily and clearly understand. We
also negotiate improvements with CASA and their approval of our
rules, and supply assistance with Airworthiness Directives (ADs) by
writing GFA ADs and guiding you to find applicable ADs. ADs have
become very tricky and we are concerned you may not understand
this.

As per MOSP P3 Clause 2.8.5., from 1 October 2009, in accordance
with CASR Part 39 the RO is responsible to find and ensure the
aircraft complies with a multitude of ADs - all CASA and state-of-
design ADs, including ADs covering engines, propellers,
instrumentation and equipment. It is the Registered Operator’s
responsibility to monitor ADs, not GFA's responsibility to provide
them.

This is worse than you probably imagine. For example, if you have
a Jantar (Polish) with a transponder (USA) and you fitted an approved
TOST (German) disc brake wheel, which ADs do you have to find and
comply with? Answer:

@ All GFA ADs

@ All CASA ADs (maybe for testing the transponder or altimeter)
@ All foreign ADs since 1/10/2009 issued by the State of Design
for any components.

® Luckily, EASA has simplified
European Airworthiness as they now
control and list all European aircraft.
They have become the State of
Design for all EU aircraft and
components including Germany
and Poland, and and have a good
website as well.

@ So check EASA for Jantar ADs and
for TOST wheel ADs in this case.

@ But in this complex example, it has a USA transponder - so
check the FAA for transponder ADs.

Now | am sure you are all worried!

We agree this is difficult. To mitigate, GFA (and CASA) are
referencing all these ADs, will continue advising you at your
registered email or postal address, and listing them on GFA AD
Schedules. We are going through an audit to make sure our
information is up to date and if we find new ones we will advise you.
We will also improve the Schedules to help you. But as you can
imagine it is complicated, and you are responsible to check for
yourself. To help, please advise GFA whenever you find a necessary
update for the Schedules - we are then helping each other.

Also note that a good manufacturer will have its own web site
that may be a much better and easier place to get the aircraft ADs
and manuals. You need to find out the best resource for your aircraft
type as well as all equipment in your glider. Luckily, older gliders will
not have new ADs and it will be the same as before — but you must
be sure.

On the GFA web pages you will see a developing help page to
help you find all this information on the web. What about people
who are not web proficient? We will help there as well. Please
contact your club inspectors, AAO or your RTO-A and they will help.

You will find updated information coming to you and on the web
site soon. Please use it and stick with us to sort this out. Sorry to rub
this in - but the RO is responsible and the Inspector and pilot have
responsibilities as well. It is dangerous leaving the ground and we all
have to do our best to reduce this risk.

ROB HANBURY

Airworthiness
Department Chair
cad@glidingaustralia.org

LOGBOOKS

Logbooks are legal documents and must be kept as such. Sorry
ROs, you are responsible — you can do it or pay your maintenance
organisation to do it for you. Please see the new Guidelines for
Annual Inspections, either on the website or in your Form 2 pack if
post 20 June. This year, work on getting your Logbook perfect and it
will be easier in future. Read the Guidelines.

THE FUTURE

As | said last time; my intention is that, apart from learning more
and doing airworthiness more correctly, we can continue as before
with the clear freedom to maintain our gliders simply and safely in a
sensible system for GFA. So don't despair. We are here to enjoy
gliding as our sport. Thank goodness some of us enjoy maintenance
even with these hurdles - we need you, please join us in the
Airworthiness team. GA
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GLIDERS - ASG 32

This article has been published with the kind
permission of the author who works in the firm’'s
Sydney office. While written for a broader aviation
audience, the thrust of the article is relevant to all of
us who fly sailplanes.

The GFA regulation in respect of flight reviews is
contained in the GFA Operational Regulations at
paragraph 3.3.5, which states: “A solo pilot shall
undergo an annual competency check (Annual Flight
Review) in accordance with the GFA Instructors
Handbook.” This means a pilot must not fly a sailplane
in command if the pilot has not, within the period of
12 months immediately before the day of the proposed
flight, satisfactorily completed an annual flight review.

OPERATIONS
If you have any questions
or feedback please contact me

CHRISTOPHER THORPE
Executive Manager,
Operations
emo@glidingaustralia.org

Further guidance material on the
conduct of Annual Flight Reviews
is contained in Operations
Advice Notice (OAN) 02/12 that
is available on the GFA website.

Flight Reviews Minimise Mid-Air Surprise
and itS COStly Consequences BY KRISTIN HIBBARD, ASSOCIATE,

Many people believe that flying is a much safer
form of travel than driving. In particular, the
safety of Australian airlines and aviation agencies
are highly regarded internationally. Nevertheless,
the consequences of an aviation incident can be
devastating and ongoing vigilance is necessary
to ensure high standards of safety endure.

Pilot competency is a significant factor in the safety of our
aviation industry. The stringent training of pilots ensures they are
able to get themselves and their passengers back on the ground
safely. This training becomes particularly important when
disaster strikes. The remarkable talents of pilots have regularly
averted, or minimised, disaster in a range of scenarios, including
when engines have failed mid-air, fires have ignited on board
and during adverse aerodynamic situations. Pilots are trained to
remain calm and confident when an emergency strikes. Most
recently, a pilot on the NSW north coast made an exceptional
emergency landing after his light aircraft lost power above a
caravan park.(1) It is therefore essential that pilots maintain their
proficiency with regular training and checks.

The Civil Aviation Regulations 1998 provide that both private
and commercial pilots must not fly an aircraft as pilot in command
if the pilot has not, within the period of two years immediately
before the day of the proposed flight, satisfactorily completed an
aircraft flight review. Aircraft flight reviews were an initiative of the
US Federal Aviation Administration, and they provide pilots the
opportunity to restore degraded skills and gain new knowledge. A
recent investigation by the Australian Transport and Safety Bureau
(ATSB) highlighted the importance of pilots taking every
opportunity to refresh their knowledge and skills, at a minimum by
undertaking a flight review every two years. In April 2012, the
owner-pilot of a Cessna 150 aircraft was manoeuvring his aircraft
at low level when the aircraft aerodynamically stalled. The aircraft
subsequently crashed and the pilot sustained fatal injuries. A
subsequent investigation by the ATSB revealed the pilot had not
completed a flight review for a number of years, which increased
the risks of flying the aircraft.(2)

The number of flight hours accumulated by a pilot does not
alleviate the need to conduct regular flight reviews. Even pilots
who fly regularly can lose proficiency in non-routine procedures
and in the recognition and avoidance of risks, which may be
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restored by completing light reviews. Notably, a recent report by
the ATSB examined pilot experience and competence and found
that the overall performance of low-hour pilots matched that of
higher hour pilots, with the only difference being how many
exceeded the required standard.(3) It remains essential for all
pilots to undergo regular flight reviews.

Compliance with the Civil Aviation Regulations, and in particular
the satisfactory completion of an aircraft flight review, can also
affect insurance coverage. In Johnson v Triple C Furniture and
Electrical P/L [2010] QCA 282 the Queensland Court of Appeal
considered the insurance coverage of a pilot who had failed to
complete an aircraft flight review within the period of two years
immediately before the day of subject flight. There, the aircraft
owner’s insurance policy contained an exclusion clause which
provided that the policy did not apply while the aircraft was
operated in breach of communications issued by the Civil Aviation
Safety Authority (CASA) from time to time.

CASA communications were defined as “recommendations,
regulations, orders or bylaws, which would be regarded as an
appropriate authority by aviators ... in relation to airworthiness,
air navigation and the legal operation of the aircraft ...” Such
communications included the Civil Aviation Regulations, with
which the pilot had failed to comply. The Court ultimately
concluded that the insurer was entitled to decline indemnity on
the basis the pilot had not completed his aircraft flight review.
Consequently, a failure to complete an aircraft flight review may
leave an aircraft operator exposed to significant losses and/or
claims for which they are not insured.

Flight reviews are just one important way in which the
continuing proficiency of pilots is ensured, and consequently the
safety of flight.

As safety is always a key priority for the aviation industry, it
remains important that all industry participants continue to
comply with relevant laws and industry standards.

1 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-07-07/light-aircraft-
narrowly-misses-crash-landing-near-casino/4804458
2 Australian Transport Safety Bureau, Collision with

terrain involving Cessna 150, VH-UWR, AO-2012-059, Final - 18
June 2013

3 Australian Transport Safety Bureau, Pilot experience
and performance in an airline environment, AR-2012-023, 17 July
2013procedures. GA

BY BERNARD ECKEY
ANZ AGENT FOR ALEXANDER SCHLEICHER

ASG 32
WEWESTR2ON NNV O SEATER

| knew that the ASG 32 was scheduled to have its maiden flight around the same
time | was visiting my relatives in Germany. However, due to other commitments |
missed this historic event but while talking to the MD on the very next day, | got an

invitation for a test flight.

Of course, they didn’t have to invite me twice. Arriving
just a few days later, the new glider was already
surrounded by a number of other gliding addicts. All of
them were busy inspecting the ASG 32 and queuing up to
try it for size. Because | was seen as another potential
customer they freely expressed their delight with the
elegant appearance and the generous cockpit. Even the
tallest visitor was pleased with the comfortable and
roomy interior. “For the first time we now have a glider
that allows someone like me to enjoy long cross-country
flights,” he said. Bug wiper garages and automatic control
connections are standard features but an additional outlet
for cockpit air and integrated anti collision lights (ACL) in
the leading edge of the fin are available on request. The
same applies to dual engine controls.

Looking at a new glider is nice but flying it is much
better! Therefore we kept a close eye on the sky and in
the early afternoon our prayers were answered when a
few blue holes appeared on the horizon. Having travelled
the furthest | was offered the first flight of the day. My
pilot was no other than Ulrich Kremer, the MD of
Schleicher. First he remarked that our wing loading would
be around 47 kg/m? and our C of G approximately 1/3
away from the rearmost limit. Then he told me to strap
myself in while the glider was still parked in front of the
hangar, quite a distance away from the end of the
airstrip. That's strange, | thought, but after more than 30
years of marriage, | figured it is best to do as you are told.
The engine sprang to life without hesitation and after

taxing for about 50m and completing a 180° turn, we
were lined up on the runway thanks to the steerable tail
wheel. By now the engine was already warm enough and
just seconds later we were rolling and climbing into a
largely overcast sky at a rate of almost 6 knots. The
humming sound of the rotary engine was a pleasant
change from the 2-stroke engine in my ASH 25. Most
noticeable is the total absence of vibration and a
considerably lower noise level. In fact, there was hardly
any need to raise my voice while talking to my pilot in the
front seat. Very impressive indeed!

Even after climbing through 3,000ft there was still no
sign of convection. Therefore my pilot elected to keep the

continued over page
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ASG 32 Mi

engine running until we were in reach of a dark spot under
a still overcast sky. While cruising near best L/D, the quiet
cockpit is noticed straight away - most likely due to the
very clean fuselage. No nose wheel can disturb the airflow
and the tail wheel is also fully retractable - a first for a
production glider. At the first sign of turbulent air Ulrich
Kremer initiated a turn and told me to take over. Soon we
were climbing - rather slowly at first, but after a few
corrections the vario was reading about 3kts up. The first
pleasant surprise is the agility of this 20m bird. This and
the control harmony need to be experienced to be
believed. The outstanding rate of roll is owed to the fact
that the outer flaperons extend over 48% of the wing span
but somewhat surprisingly the stick forces remain
pleasantly low. It makes thermalling this new glider almost
effortless even on long to very long flights. Initially | was
thermalling at around 60kts but after about half a dozen
turns it even felt comfortable to bring the speed back to
just over 50kts. | must admit to over-ruddering the ASG 32
initially — most certainly a legacy of being a long time
Open Class pilot. Most impressive of all is the feedback
this glider provides thanks to a new airfoil and a clever
control system. But more on that later!

HIGH SPEED PERFORMANCE

Cloud base was around 5000ft by now and with a few
promising signs of lift in the distance we decided to try our
luck further away. With the flap lever in overdrive the new
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bird was soon cruising between 85 and 95 knots. Perhaps
this was a bit fast for the prevailing conditions but an ideal
opportunity to get a feel for the ASG 32’s high speed
characteristics. The control forces remain remarkably low
and if my first impression is anything to go by, the high
speed glide performance is at least on par with the ASH
25 - not bad for a glider with 6m less wingspan. So far no
performance measurements have been conducted but
recent comparisons with the single-seater ASH 31 Mi in
18m configuration have shown that an ASH 31 pilot had
to work very hard to stay in touch on a 300km cross-
country flight.

Back in the upper height band it was time to check the
low speed characteristics. Slowly bringing the stick back
to the control stop makes the nose point steeply into the
air. It is more than enough to make every pilot feel very
uncomfortable indeed but it doesn’t faze the ASG 32 at
all. Only feeding in some rudder puts the glider into
protest mode. Initial buffeting leads to dropping of a wing,
which is by no means violent. It can be immediately
arrested by releasing the back pressure. To describe the
stall as docile is an understatement.

Checking the slow speed characteristics came not a
minute too early. Only small wisps of cloud remained
under a thickening cloud cover with light rain evident in
the distance. But even these wisps produced nothing but
sink and when | was getting a bit too low for my liking, |
handed over to Ulrich with the suggestion to start the
engine. Without hesitation he pointed the nose towards a
small industrial complex next to the Autobahn where he
managed to find a weak, broken and narrow thermal. We
were low, the glider was standing on the left wingtip, the
AS| was reading 65kts and | admit that | was right at the
edge of my comfort zone. But soon it didn't matter
anymore - we were climbing again. Pilot skill and local
knowledge helps greatly in situations like these, but this
was another test the ASG 32 passed with flying colours.

After about two hours in the air it was time to give
others a chance to test this new glider. The narrow factory
airstrip is surrounded by tall trees and because it only
tolerates landings in one direction we faced a tailwind of
at least 15 knots on final. That is enough to put the
average pilot right on edge but to my surprise Uli Kremer
waved his left hand to demonstrate that the airbrakes
remain in the selected position even if the pilot takes his
hands off. Shortly after, the main wheel briefly
squeaked while touching the runway and only then
did we notice that cameras were pointing towards
us from all directions.

MICHAEL GREINER

Designer Michael Greiner was already waiting for
us to show his latest creation to another group of
potential customers. He found himself bombarded
with questions and while listening to him it soon
became evident that this man knows what he is
doing and that his ASG 29 did not become a best
seller by coincidence. Michael stressed that the ASG
32 is the only aircraft in its class designed to satisfy
the new crash load requirements of 9g corresponding
to a 7.5 ton load on the cockpit section. Extensive
tests on a full scale fuselage with strain gauges and
thorough analysis were necessary to fulfill this
requirement without excessive mass penalty. He
also let us in on the design philosophy behind the

ASG 32 and explained some of the aerodynamic
refinements. Although the front fuselage is a direct copy
of the ASH 30, the tail section including the vertical and
horizontal stabilizer is brand new. Their unusually high
aspect ratio not only decreases overall drag but also
reduces control forces - something we had just
experienced firsthand.

NEW WING

The wing is also a totally new design. It features an
almost elliptical lift distribution, four different airfoils near
the fuselage, three different airfoils along the wing, a new
0.6m tall winglet with snap on fittings, and a plan form
consisting of five trapeziums. The wing plan form was
kept as straight as possible to avoid high speed torsion
loads and a consequent premature migration away from
the laminar bucket. Johannes Dillinger of
Concordia fame contributed greatly to
the aerodynamic design and in particular
focused on the wing to fuselage junction
to reduce the effect of the fuselage on
the lift distribution. He also helped design
the fin to fuselage junction to avoid the
negative effect of the turbulent wedge
created by the fuselage.

Just as much effort was put into the
wing control system with advanced
flaperons. A newly developed aileron and
flap mixer is located in the inner wing
panel. It guarantees high roll rates and at
the same time decreases negative
yawing moments as well as ensuring
minimum drag in stationary turns. The
combined effect of this new mixer and
the latest wing section ensure a high
usable lift coefficient in positive flap
settings, which is of prime importance

when it comes to taking full advantage of gusts while
thermalling. It not only results in improved rates of climb
but - just as importantly - it also gives the pilot a first
class feel for the air.

Driving home that day left me in no doubt that the ASG
32 will become another best seller for the oldest glider
manufacturer still in existance. The ASG 32 nicely fills the
gap between the ASK 21 and the latest Open Class two-
seater ASH 30 Mi. Because it was designed without
compromises and without any need to revert to existing
components it has what it takes to become the leading
model in the new 20m two-seater FAI class. At the time of
writing as many as 26 firm orders are already on the
Schleicher order book and at least four of them will soon
be flying down under. GA
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TOP: The view from Eric
Stauss' glider of the area
around Réyskala.

BELOW: The grid at
Rayskala ready to launch
after four no-fly days.

WGC FINLAND 2014

MNOHTHEY ZX2OTUi5
AA VG

The the 33rd World Gliding Championships in Club Class, Standard Class and the first ever
20m Multi-seat Class took place from 22 June through 5 July in Finland. Four Australian pilots
and a support crew of seven people travelled north to the 60th Parallel at Helsinki, then
110km further to Rayskala. Team 