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Thinback Emergency Parachute System

Sheepskin Accessory Option for improved comfort and hygiene.
Static Line Deployment Option.

 Fitted with TOST E85 tow
 Certified towing up to 750kg
 100HP ROTAX Engine
 Economical MOGAS 95
 16 -18 L per hour
 Wing Tanks 70L or opt. 100L
 Additional Oil Cooler
 ICOM A210 Radio
 Great Visibility
 Cruise 120 knots
 Stall Full Flap 28kts @ 472.5kg MTOW
or 35kts @ 550kg MTOW
 Empty Weight 290 - 310kg

FA

7 1000km records
Two pilots who have recently achieved 1,000km flights in WA share tips
and experiences, taking advantage of conditions and breaking records.

Slimpack Emergency Parachute System

Certified under FAA TSO C23(b) with Certificate of Type Approval issued by
CASA together with Production Approval No. 515899
Manufactured from durable Cordura fabric.
Military specification harness webbing and hardware for reliable strength and durability.
Stainless Steel closing grommets and ripcord assembly.
Thin, soft pack for pilot comfort.

Also available:
•
•
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5 marketing & develoPment
Meet John Styles, RDO for Victoria & Tasmania and new Chairperson for
Marketing and Development. Also, learn how the GFA works behind the
scenes.

Parachutes Australia have been
supplying the world with emergency
parachute systems for Civilian and
Military applications for over 40 years
The Thinback and Slimpack Emergency Parachute Systems
manufactured by Parachutes Australia are designed, tested
and manufactured beyond regulatory requirements and provide
the maximum safety, performance and comfort.

Fibre

10 bob's big day out
Bob Dircks saw top soaring conditions at Lake Keepit in December,
when he and several LKSC pilots achieved personal best speeds,
distances and endurances.

Ken Flower (L) of NAMOI AVIATION Narrabri NSW accepts his new

16

12 20m two seat nationals
FAETA
321atfor
Pilot Training
Glider
- 1st Faeta in Australia
The 20m
Nationals
Narromine
ended with &
a close
finish.Towing
Flying mainly
in Duo Discus gliders, entrants proved it’s good fun competing with a
partner in a 2-seater glider.
PO Box 30 DENMAN NSW 2328
email: atecplanes@bigpond.com
16 nsw state chamPionshiPs
Dexter Burkill — 0428 686 396 (Denman)
The NSW State comp at Lake
some
weather, www.atecplanes.com.au
SeanKeepit
Griffin met
— 0499
030inclement
659 (The Oaks)
but the region also brought fine racing days, sending most pilots
home with tales of great climbs and good heights.

Depending on configuration

28 narromine cuP
Cup Week is a friendly haven for cross country flying, with fantastic
flying weather and the chance to mix with all the other pilots who
attend from around the country.
32 sPeed week
At West Wyalong NSW
34 vintage gliding
The Melbourne Cup Vintage Rally at Bacchus Marsh attracted 12
operating vintage gliders, the largest turnout ever.
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36 oPerations - sPiral dives overseeing saFety
Learn the differences between a spin and a spiral dive, how to
recognise the warning signs of spiralling and how to recover safely.
february 2014

38 ingo renner and brad edwards
Ingo Renner and Brad Edwards say there’s nothing new or
complicated about winning a world comp.

PhotograPh: frank turner in Ventus 2cmx, 18m at narromine nsW noVember 2013.
PhotograPh by sean young
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ben talbot flying craig collings’ asw20b at narromine november 2013 PhotograPh:by sean young
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Motor Glider
Engine Course
Waikerie Gliding Club
22 - 29 March 2014

40 coaching
David Jansen explains how the six Ps work for cross country pilots Prior Precision Planning Prevents Poor Performance.
42 airworthiness
Corrosion is one of the most damaging and widespread problems in
aviation maintenance. Learn how to prevent it in your glider.

45 club listing
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Editor
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EDITORIAL SUBMISSIONS
We invite editorial contributions. Please
email sean@glidingaustralia.org

SHOP The GFA Online shop has a range of useful
products including a Form 2 kit,
www.glidingaustralia.org/shop1

www.glidingaustralia.org/ga

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION & SALES,
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING,
Sharon Smith Registration@glidingaustralia.org

Other large files and photographs and
can be uploaded at
DISPLAY ADVERTISING &
MAGAZINE ENQUIRIES
sean@glidingaustralia.org
www.glidingaustralia.org

GFA OFFICE
Before calling the GFA office, please check out our website
www.glidingaustralia.org to buy items, find documents and other
information, and renew your membership.

Tel 02 9332 2822
PO Box 246 Edgecliff
NSW 2027

9am-5pm Monday - Thursday & 9am-3pm Firday
Tel: 03 9359 1613 Fax: 03 9359 9865

GLIDING australia

Official publication of the Gliding Federation of Australia Inc.
ABN 82 433 264 489 (GFA).
The GFA ia a member of the Féderation Aéronautique International (FAI)
through the Australian Sport Aviation Confederation (ASAC)
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MEMBERSHIP Click menu - Membership Purchase
www.glidingaustralia.org
Or contact: Tanya Loriot
Membership@glidingaustralia.org
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Opinions expressed in Gliding Australia are not necessarily those of the publisher, nor does
the publisher give assurances or warrants that the information published is accurate.
Readers are advised to check any information contained herein. Editorial submissions are
welcome but the publisher reserves the right to edit, abridge, amend and correct any
material supplied for publication as the publisher sees fit. All rights reserved. Reproduction
without permission is strictly forbidden without the permission of the publisher. © Gliding
Australia, Gliding Federation of Australia 2014 Print Post Publication Number PP
381712/02675
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
Non GFA members are welcome to subscribe to Gliding Australia.
1 year is $45 inc. GST. ww.glidingaustralia.org/shop1
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from the president
Welcome to 2014!
I hope you have been enjoying the
summer - there have been some
fantastic flights posted to the OLC - I
congratulate all those who are
participating! It's been a great year for
1,000km goals and I look forward to
reading about those flights soon. I
congratulate the winners of the 20m 2
Seater Class - how wonderful to have
the father/son combination of John and
Mark Rowe in first place. It really was a
family friendly competition - two father/
son teams, Rowe and Maddocks, and
two husband/wife teams, Medlicott and
Thompson. Isn't that superb!
The Junior Nationals was a great
success with 24 entrants Congratulations
to Matthew Scutter for first place. It is
pleasing to see the family connections
apparent there, too.
I am also looking forward to watching
the South Australian State
Championships, and the Club Class
Nationals in Waikerie this January.
As I mentioned in my last email to you
the last few months have been
particularly busy. Please ensure your
membership account has a current
email address - we have regular
updates by email, and some
important technical information
coming out by email, and I hope you
are receiving these. If not, don't
hesitate to contact the GFA office.
You may recall that the GFA Board
recently agreed to purchase our
Secretariat premises. I thank the GFA
Office staff for their patience and efforts
in moving office - this will make a big
difference to the annual costs, and also
provide some long term capital gain. I
trust it will also prove to be a pleasant
and productive place to work.
Our new contact details are:

necessary day to day actions can be
completed in a timely manner.

Terry cubley

Unit C4, 1-13 THE GATEWAY,
BROADMEADOWS, VICTORIA 3047
PHONE +61 (0) 3 9359 1613, FAX
+61 (0) 3 9359 9865.

Terry has been flying gliders for 45
years and has nearly 6,000 hours. He is a
Level 2 instructor and level 2 Coach, and
a keen cross country and competition
pilot. He is a member of the Adelaide
Soaring Club at Gawler. Terry has been
involved with the administration and
management of gliding since the 1970s

Executive Officer
It is with great pleasure that I
announce that Terry Cubley has agreed
to take the part-time position of
Executive Officer. Many of you know
Terry and how dedicated he is to gliding
in Australia. I am very much looking
forward to working with him on the
governance of the GFA. Welcome, Terry.
Terry can be contacted on

eo@glidingaustralia.org
At our last Board meeting, our Vice
President, Dave Boulter, stood down to
focus his volunteer efforts towards NSW
Gliding. Dave has been enormous
support to me over my time on the GFA
Board, and his presence will be greatly
missed. Thank you, Dave.
I am delighted to announce that John
Summers has agreed to act as VicePresident, and that the Board has
elected him to this role. Welcome, John.
You will also know that 2013 has seen
CASA focus on our Airworthiness
Department and the delegations we
enjoy regarding glider certification,
registration and maintenance. In
response, we have arranged for an
independent external airworthiness
expert to undertake a comprehensive
'Functional Assessment Report' of all
gliding’s many airworthiness
competencies and obligations by early
February. This will identify what we need
to do on a prioritised basis for the rest
of the year. I thank all of you for your
patience with this process, and your
understanding of the extra load on the
GFA officers during the last 12 months.
I mentioned in my recent email that I
have had several meetings with CASA. If

The Job
This is a part time position, with primary
responsibility to:
l Provide executive services, advice and
support to the GFA President, Executive,
and Board.
l Provide administration support for
Executive Board meetings, including
2 GLIDING AUSTRALIA www.glidingaustralia.org
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AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVE

Centrair 101 sailplanes, all
models, all serial numbers
Starting – Starter Motor Control Unit
– Replacement Occurrences of
structural damage were reported on
several Centrair 101 sailplane
fuselage. For questions concerning the
content of the requirements in this AD,
contact: Société Nouvelle CENTRAIR
Aérodrome contact@sncentrair.com.

record breaking december
you have any questions, please contact
myself, Chris Thorpe
emo@glidingaustralia.org , or John
Summers vp@glidingaustralia.org.
John and I were invited to present to
the CASA Review Panel, along with 19
other aviation industry representatives
at a meeting in Sydney. We have
provided an Initial Briefing document to
the Panel and will also be making a full
submission to the Panel in due course.
Our next Board meeting will be held
in April 2014. A notice of the meeting
time and location will be provided and
you are encouraged to join us, to meet
with the Board members and to hear
about what is happening at the
governance level. The Annual Board
Meeting will also be held in April. This is
where we set the budget for 2014/2015
and elect the Office holders,
Department Heads and other positions,
including the President, Vice-President
and Treasurer roles. I have said this on
many occasions - if you are at all
interested in these rewarding volunteer
roles, I urge you to contact me to
discuss how you are able to be involved
in this wonderful sport of ours.
As always, go well!
Anita Taylor

After what could be described as the
best gliding December in memory, Beryl
Hartley is inundated with badge claims
including numerous 1,000km diplomas.
The FAI list will be published in the next
issue.
Below are just some of the amazing
flights that were flown in December. Due
to the number of flights recorded, we
can only print a few and must apologise
to anyone who is not included here. We
have included a few stories in this issue
about some of the great flying that has
taken place including articles by Greg

Beecroft and Swain Johnson in WA and
Bob Dircks in NSW. We would love to
receive more tales for future issues.
Some of the notable flights were:
Two junior pilots, Matthew Scutter,
who came first in the Australian Junior
Gliding Championships in December,
flew 1,250km from Gawler on 19
December, and Alisa McMillan flew
1,017km from Narromine on 17
December.
Brian DuRieu at Narromine achieved
two 1,000km flights - a 1,000km three
turnpoint task on the first day and then

LONG DISTANCE FLIGHTS

a 1,000km FAI triangle two days later.
The Czechs who are visiting
Narromine have so far put in claims for
five 1,000km diplomas.
Adam Woolley flying a standard Cirrus
with no water and James Dutschke flying
the open Libelle with no water flew
960km on the same day as three of the
Czech pilots flew their 1,000s. The
Czechs were flying ASG29s and Ventus
CX 18 metre and Martin from the Czech
Republic told Beryl it took them 2 hours
to catch Adam and James.

DECEMBER 2013

date 				KM	
KPH			
12 Dec

James Cooper 		

926.54

Gliding Club WA 		

SZD 55

13 Dec

Swain Johnson 		

1,037.72 108.44 	Cunderdin

105.75	Cunderdin

Gliding Club WA

ASG 29E/18m

13 Dec

Pepe Gresa 		

1,001.27

113.13	Narromine.

Vol a Vela Igual		

ASH 31/21m

13 Dec 	james Cooper 		

878.03

103.72	Cunderdin

Gliding Club of WA

SZD 55

14 Dec 	Norm Bloch 		

1,036.94 116.12

Southern Cross	Beverley SC 		

ASW 24

14 Dec

Greg Beecroft

1,040.91

outhern Cross 	Beverley SC		

LS 8

14 Dec

Slavomir ml Piskaty

1,046.64 130.45 	Narromine 	Kunovice		

ASG 29E/18m

14 Dec

Vratislav Sram 		

1,026.59 113.55	Narromine 	Broumov		

Ventus 2cM/1

14 Dec

Allan Gartland 		

957.02

121.56

Std. Jantar

14 Dec

James Cooper 		

978.50

104.72	Cunderdin

14 Dec

Paul Oakley 		

952.16

96.08

15 Dec

Justin Fitzgerald

1,003.62 114.50	Beverley	Beverley SC		

Ventus cT 17

15 Dec

James Cooper 		

945.71

Cunderdin

Gliding Club of WA

SZD 55

16 Dec

Swain Johnson 		

1,023.77 110.38 	Cunderdin

Gliding Club of Wa.

ASG 29E/18m

118.18 S

106.46

Beverley Gld	Beverley SC		
Gliding Club of WA

Southern Cross 	Beverley SC		

SZD 55
LS 8

16 Dec 	Brian Du Rieu 		

1,038.96 115.77 	Narromine 	Kingaroy SC 		

LS 10/18m

President

17 Dec

Ailsa McMillan 		

1,017.59

112.74	Narromine

LS 8

President@glidingaustralia.org

17 Dec

Vratislav Sram 		

1,020.81

114.20	Narromine 	Broumov 		

Ventus 2cM/1.

17 Dec 	Martin Vnoucek 		

1,025.61

121.33	Narromine

Vlasim 			

ASG 29E/18m

17 Dec

Adam Woolley 		

917.54

95.88	Narromine 	Kingaroy SC. 		

Std. Cirrus .

17 Dec

James Dutschke 		

917.01

101.19	Narromine 	Kingaroy SC 		H 301

new executive officer
The GFA Executive have appointed Terry
Cubley as the new Executive officer of
the GFA, effective 16 December 2013.

and has been a member of the GFA
Executive for over 20 years. He has held
a number of roles on the Executive,
including President, Vice President,
Treasurer, Chair of Sports and Chair of
marketing and development.
Terry has recently retired from a career
in training and development and change
consulting, so now has time to support
the GFA Executive and Board in an area
close to his heart. He can be contacted at

timely agenda and reports collection and
distribution, minutes and actions.
Manage and coordinate the corporate
and administrative affairs of the GFA.
Delegate for the GFA president in
discussions/negotiations with various
Federal and State authorities.
Given that the President, Executive
and Board are volunteers ‘working’ for
the GFA in their spare time, the role of
EO is critical to ensure that the

☛

Geelong GC 		

18 Dec 	Brian Du Rieu 		

1,034.75 118.63	Narromine

Kingaroy SC 		

LS 10/18m

18 Dec 	Ben Loxton 		

1,031.70

VMFG 			

Ventus 2c/18

18 Dec

Vratislav Sram 		

1,028.63 122.64	Narromine Gld 	Broumov		

Ventus 2cM/1.

18 Dec

Tom Gilbert 		

971.92

121.96

LS 8

18 Dec

James Dutschke 		

952.24

105.06	Narromine 	Kingaroy SC 		H 301

18 Dec

Adam Woolley 		

950.47

105.17	Narromine

127.65	Benalla Gld
Temora 		

Temora Gc		
Kingaroy SC 		

Std. CIRRUS

19 Dec 	Matthew Scutter

1,250.66 141.51

Gawler Gld

Adelaide SC		Discus 2a

19 Dec

Peter Temple 		

1,066.24 122.53

Gawler Gld

Adelaide SC		

LS 8

20 Dec

Lisa Trotter 		

1,054.38 103.53

Tocumwal 	Kingaroy SC		

LS 8

26 Dec

Terry Ryan 		

891.04 106.67

Tocumwal

ASH 26E

27 Dec

Ian de Ferranti 		

819.79

117.16

Pipers Field 	Bathurst SC 		

29 Dec 	Chad Nowak 		

801.22

107.75	McCaffery Gld 	Darling Downs SC	Nimbus 4DM

SportAviation		

Ventus 2c/18
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From the Chair Sports Committee
overseas teams

Sports Aircraft Association

Currently the following pilots are selected
to fly for Australia overseas next year.

of Australia Fuel Discount

Poland – Flapped

Open – Andrew Georgeson
18m – Tom Claffey, Ben Loxton
15m – Craig Collings, Matthew Scutter
Finland – Unflapped

Club – Adam Woolley, TBC after Waikerie
Standard – Allan Barnes, Matthew Gage
Part 61

Many of you will have heard by now that
CASA have announced that Part 61 (the rule
change that allows glider pilots to apply for
an ICAO licence) has been delayed to
September 2014 – watch this space.
Fuel discounts and rebates
National Competitions

By the time this is published we will
have finished the Nationals for this
season and will be looking ahead and
planning for next season. This will include
the Junior Pre-Worlds at Narromine.
There has been a suggestion that in
future we should rearrange our
competition classes to be in line with
international practice.
In Australia we currently have a
Ballasted and an Unballasted
competition. Overseas the competitions
are divided into Flapped and Unflapped
competitions.
The suggestion is that we remove
Standard Class from the Ballasted
competition and combine it with Club Class.
20m Class is keen to stay as a standalone class in a central location to
encourage participation, but we could
perhaps move Sports Class and combine
that with the 20m Class.

I have become aware of several schemes
that are available to clubs to either claim a
rebate or purchase fuel at a discount.
fuel tax credit

The Fuel Tax Credit (FTC) is from
Australian Tax Office (ATO). In order to
claim FTC you need to register your club
with the ATO.
Mogas

You can claim for Mogas used in tugs
and in “off road activities where the fuel
is combusted”.
If you go to the ATO website, click on the
business tab, then on the right side click on
‘calculators & tools’, and then ‘more
calculators & tools’, select Fuel Tax Credit.
You will find ‘fuel tax credit calculator’ and
‘fuel tax credit eligibility tool’. You can
back-claim for 4 years. The current credit
is 38.143c per litre.
avgas

There is a smaller (5.313c) rebate on
Avgas – see Opt-in scheme.

SAAA members receive a fuel discount;
6 cents per litre off from AirBP and 8
cents per litre off from Aero Refuellers &
Mobil, Current membership of SAAA is
$190 per year. If you know of any other
schemes that others could use please let
me know so we can all share the benefits.
Website

I have spent some time updating the
Sports section of the GFA site

www.glidingaustralia.org/GFA-Sport/
sports-committee.html
I have simplified the FAI page which
previously required some serious
detective work to find the relevant
information. If you note something is
missing now please let me know.
We are compiling a list of coaching
resources on the Coaching page.
If you have any good links to add, send
them to me or Peter Trotter.
Facebook

For up to date news don’t forget to
check out the new GFA Facebook page;

www.facebook.com/
theGlidingFederationofAustralia
Admin

Please note that there are still some
stray references to the old GFA emails
which end in “@sec” on the website. We
are trying to update them whenever we
find them but just be aware that emails
send to “@sec” will not bounce - they will
just disappear. The new emails are all @
glidingaustralia.
Mandy Temple
CHAIR SPORTS COMMITTEE

csc@glidingaustralia.org

Vale Leo Dowling
holder of Gliding
Certificate No.1
In 1948 Leo Dowling was issued with an
Interim No.1 Gliding Certificate by the
Associated Australian Aero Clubs located
in Sydney. Later in 1950 The Aero Club
Federation of Australia issued him with
the actual certificate.
Leo along with his brothers Rob and Frank
became involved with the Gliding Club of
Victoria in 1936 helping build and repair
primary gliders, but Leo had to wait until
1938 before his father signed the form
allowing a minor, under 21, to learn to fly.
He first learnt in Primaries at Beveridge
then Mordialloc, then Somerton near the
recent location of the GFA office, and
from there to Benalla. Following the death
of his father in 1943 his gliding was
4 GLIDING AUSTRALIA www.glidingaustralia.org

restricted as he took on the
responsibilities of raising the family of
three brothers and two sisters with his
mother. He kept in touch with the club as
well as being quite active in church,
political and community affairs.
Vintage Gliders Australia, with its
meetings and rallies gave him a new
opportunity to meet up with old mates
and he was also proud of the Australian
Gliding Museum. Although not able to be
an active member because of age he
kept a close watch on their activities,
cross checking his records, along with
talking to his brother Rob who glides at
Whyalla, to ensure that history was being
correctly recorded.
Thanks to his son Peter driving, he was a
regular visitor to many gliding events

How doeS THe GFA woRk?
As glider pilots, we mostly want to fly. We want to be able to fly with
reasonable freedom, safety and confidence in the equipment we are using.
We also wish to fly in a cost effective manner. Some of us wish to be more
involved in the technical aspects of gliding, such as gliders, instrumentation
and various technologies as they become available.
The work of the GFA makes this possible. At its simplest level, every time
you put a battery into a glider, or rig or derig, the correct training and
endorsement under the GFA enables you to do this, while a person flying a
general aviation aircraft has to rely on a licensed aircraft maintenance
engineer.

So how is the GFA organised? For
starters, the GFA is not some hidden
group or body of 'others'. It is all of us as
members with the addition of some paid
staff. The GFA is an incorporated
organisation registered in Victoria and
operates in accordance with a
constitution under State Law. Like a lot
of organisations there is a Board and
Executive. Although I won't go into the
internals of how elections and
appointments are enabled, you are
welcome to look at the www.
glidingaustralia.org website.
The Board consists of the Regional
Board Representatives and the Executive.
Regional representatives operate for
Queensland, NSW, Victoria & Tasmania,
SA & NT, WA. The Executive consists of
department heads for Airworthiness,
Marketing & Development, Operations,
Sports as well as President, Vice
President, Treasurer, IT Convener,
Executive Officer.
It is now worth mentioning briefly how
aviation activities operate in Australia.
They are enabled by an Act of Parliament
and regulations produced by Civil
Aviation and Safety Administration.
Gliding has a self-administered aviation
sports organisation which is administered
under delegations of responsibilities by
the Gliding Federation of Australia.
Aviation law covers all of us in gliding,
and under our delegations the GFA
produces the Manual of Standard
Procedures (MOSP) as well as Regulations
specific to gliding.

gliding
administration

around Australia, and of course to the
GCV for a flight in their latest two seater.
by Peter Dowling and Alan Patching

What is involved in administrating
gliding? The various departments in GFA
focus on different aspects. The following
list is not exhaustive:
l Airworthiness: inspection and
maintenance of aircraft
l Operations: gliding operations, training
of pilots, instructing
l Sports: competitions, coaching, records
and achievement badges

l Marketing and Development:
development of gliding and marketing
l Finance: controlling and reporting the
funds used to operate the GFA
How is the GA funded? The GFA is funded
in two ways:
l Funds delivered by a Deed of
Agreement with CASA for delivering the
delegations CASA has made to the GFA.
These funds are to compensate the GFA
for work undertaken that would have
normally been done by CASA at a much
higher cost to us as members. This
funding does not fully compensate the
GFA for the work.
l GFA membership fees. Fees we pay as
members of the GFA in various
membership types.

regional australia
How do regions fit into the model? As
mentioned above each region of Australia
is represented by a Board Representative.
These representatives, incidentally, carry
two votes at Board level as opposed to
one vote by members of the executive.
As Australia is a Federation of States,
state organisations represent gliding as
the peak body within each state. This
helps with funding from State
Governments as well as providing an
organisation to work at State
Government and GFA level on issues
affecting clubs and member across the
state concerned. Regions help to
coordinate equipment and assets that
can be shared across clubs, negating the
need for each club to replicate less used
equipment. They also coordinate state
competitions, which are delivered by
clubs across the states. They also provide
assistance to the state Regional Technical
Officers for Airworthiness, Operations and
Sports. Lastly they provide funding
programs to clubs and pilots to provide
incentives to various groups and assist
clubs with various development and
marketing programs. As you can imagine,
the structure may work better with a
decentralised model of national, state,
clubs and members. As a benchmark

By dAve BoULTeR

across sports aviation organisations, this
model is something that a number of
organisations wish they had started with.
How do clubs fit into the model? Clubs
are the cornerstone and real strength of
the gliding fraternity in Australia. Gliding
requires an amount of infrastructure that,
in a lot of cases, would not be possible
without GFA members forming clubs.
Basic items like airfields, tugs, pie carts,
club gliders to fly and train in would not
be possible without a club. Training is
also possible due to a club environment.
If not, professional instructors would be
the only way to learn, which is not a bad
thing but would come at a higher cost
not unlike General Aviation training. Try
to obtain gliding training in the USA some
time, as a cost comparison! Most
importantly, clubs provide a place for likeminded individuals to group together and
share experiences. Clubs exist for many
pastimes in the recreational and sporting
space and most Australians belong to
some sort or another. The many
advantages are obvious.

members'
contribution
How do members fit into the model?
The Gliding Federation of Australia is a
federation of individuals across Australia
with an interest and a common passion
for gliding. Members are the most
important part of any organisation and
participation in the shared pastime is key.
In any not-for-profit organisation
members choose how to balance their
financial contribution against their
volunteer participation in areas that
enable the pastime. At one end of the
spectrum, large sums could be paid and
renumerated staff engaged to enable the
various technical, operational, financial
and administrative tasks. Consider a
General Aviation Flying school that looks
after maintenance, registration, training
of instructors, insurances and other
items. You as the consumer pays more,
volunteers little and that may be okay for
your circumstances. On the other end
you may have an organisation where all
these tasks are performed by volunteers
knowing that work they contribute helps
others and work that others contribute
helps them. This end of the spectrum can
reduce costs of participation to some of
the lowest levels, and clubs are what
enable this to happen.
This is a very simplified explanation of
the way the GFA currently works. To learn
more visit www.gligingaustralia.org
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M&D

how to grow?

JoHn STyLeS
CHAIR, deveLopmenT pAneL

John Styles is the Regional Development Officer for Victoria and
Tasmania. He has just taken over the role of Chairperson for
Marketing and Development from Terry Cubley. Here are a few
notes and observations from John.
Since being appointed as Regional
Development chairperson, the main
issue I see over and over again is that
on the surface clubs say that they
want more members, younger
members but time and again they are
unwilling to change the way they do
things. They give the same old reasons
- it won’t work here, we are different,
we tried that - when what they really
mean is that it does not suit them! It’s
that 'change' problem again.
If we want to grow soaring in
Australia, we need to lift its image. Too
many people at the grass roots level
believe that by making things as cheap
as possible, you will attract people.
Sadly, this will only attract people with
little money. Slowly the club dies as its
gliders and equipment grow old and die.
I think some clubs members are
afraid that if they try and improve
things, they - the long term members will be priced out of gliding or left
behind.
People expect a high standard of
living and that this standard will
increase over time. The same should
apply to gliding clubs. They should aim
for a high standard. We need to get
right away from the notion of gliding as
a cheap way to fly, a sort of second
best option, and see soaring as a sport
in itself. Is this a confidence issue?

the ex gFa simulator
Since taking possession of the
simulator, we have slowly improved it's
operation and presentation and made
it a little more rugged. It was used at
the Regional Victoria show in
Melbourne, forming part of the city of
Benalla stand to publicise the World
Comps. It later was used as part of the
Regional Victoria stand at the Royal
Melbourne Show. Regional Victoria was
happy to pay both a hire fee and our
expenses.
I am working with Regional Victoria
and its marketing company and using
the simulator as part of the Benalla
World Comps promotion leading up to
and during the Benalla World Comps.

club development
oFFicers
We currently have only six CDOs
despite a lot of activity by myself. The
position is really only a contact point
for me and a means of exchanging
ideas and I encourage any Vic/Tas
clubs that are interested in taking part
to contact me.

australian sports
Foundation
Bacchus Marsh has benefitted from
using the ASF grant system, which
basically says if you put money in an

cmd@glidingaustralia.org
ASF account for your project, it is tax
deductible for you and the ASF will add
10% to your contribution if you are
purchasing goods, which need to be
new such as gliders, parachutes and
radios.
VMFG, Melbourne Gliding Club, has
purchased a new glider and built a new
workshop through this scheme. The
Geelong Gliding Club has set up a fund
for Junior Grants, as noted below.
I have tried several times to entice
clubs to use the ASF but to no avail. I
have even offered to help with the
paperwork required, which I know not
all clubs are good at, but still no
takers. This is a missed opportunity for
all clubs.

geelong Junior club –
a club within a club?
Thanks to one of our senior
members, a Cirrus glider has been
acquired for our Juniors. The idea is
that once they reach the required
standard, they are converted to the
Cirrus, which is in effect their glider.
The Juniors will be responsible for
looking after it, maintenance and so
on, and will be the only people allowed
to fly it. It means they have a glider
they can prepare for themselves to
take to comps.
It also means they can become
familiar with one glider, which would
improve their flying. We shall see how
it pans out, as it may be something
that other clubs could do to keep
Juniors interested.

GFA AppRoved mAInTenAnCe
oRGAnISATIonS

RECORD DAYS IN WA

booming conditions
However, for the booming conditions
of the last two days, each of the 15 pilots
set his own task, aiming for a new
personal best.
On Saturday 14 December, Norm
Bloch in the ASW24, Rob Duffy in an
ASG29 and I in the LS8 focused on the
elusive 1,000km FAI triangle, deciding to
head southeast to Brookton 255km,
north to Morawa 363km and back to
Southern Cross 393km along the bush
line, for a total of 1,011km.
The task was chosen to take advantage
of the trough along the coast and
stronger conditions to the north where
cu's were likely. The task direction gave a
tail wind component during the weaker
conditions expected on the first leg. I
carried 145L of water ballast giving a
wing loading of 47.5kg/m2.
The forecast suggested 5,000ft AGL by
9.30am and so we started launching at
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ABOVE: The task was FAI 1000km Southern
Cross, Brookton, Morowa.
BELOW: The barograph trace and the flight
statistics are impressive.
900km. The big flights continued from
Beverley and Cunderdin over the next
two days. A great week.
My thanks to Owen Jones for expertly
organising the expedition and being the
OO, Norm for his competition over the
preceding years, Patrick Dubois and
Warren Rock for dropping us in lift and Ian
Cook for keeping us topped up with O2.
On behalf of BSS, I also thank the Shire
of Yilgarn and the Southern Cross Aero
Club for their excellent support and
encouragement over the years.
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9.15am, hoping to be on track by
10am and back by 6.30pm, giving a
reasonable buffer to last light.
After starting at 3,472ft (~2,300ft
AGL) a little after 10am, the first 70km
was lower than expected and slow,
taking almost an hour and causing me
to drop 35L of water. Conditions then
improved steadily and after 2 hours 20
minutes and 200km we reached
10,000ft. However, our predicted finish
time was still 8.30pm! Things needed
to improve.
By the first turn at Brookton, we had
12,000ft and we could see cu's in the
distance to the north. When we
reached them about halfway along the
second leg, with cloud-base in excess
of 16,000ft, the task started to look
achievable. The second leg required
deviations and height limits for airspace.
Fortunately, Norm was able to contact
Melbourne centre and confirm that the
RAAF airspace on track was not active.
We turned Morawa at around 4pm with
390km to go with 12,000ft in the bank.
We deviated to the NE to take advantage
of the cu’s over the bush as they were
fading over the wheatbelt to the SW.
What a great run we had. I managed
152kph for the last leg and 120.74 kph
for the task. Norm suggested the speed
exceeded the Australian record for
standard and 15m classes, held by Tom
Claffey since 1999. What a bonus!
Most who flew from Southern Cross
and Beverley that day also managed
personal bests ranging from 500 to over

Southern Cross is on the north eastern
edge of the wheat-belt with natural bush,
mostly gum trees, beyond the large
paddocks. This location allows pilots to
start early and take advantage of the
morning easterlies prevalent on good
gliding days in WA.
Strong winds grounded us on the first
day, but conditions improved each day
as a trough developed and deepened
down the WA coast.
Tasks were set each day and we
steadily built up our club kilometres on
OLC.



by gReg beecRofT

 
 
 


To achieve a 1,000km flight in a glider, you need to be in the right place
at the right time with the right support. These came together during the
Beverley Soaring Society (BSS) annual cross-country expedition to
Southern Cross in WA from 5 to 15 December.



Only the following workshops are permitted to conduct sailplane
inspection or repair services commercially.
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1000km

LUCKY FRIDAY 13TH

by SwAIn JohnSon

FAI 1,015 km – 1St IN WA bY AuStRAlIAN PIlOt

Friends who have known me for some time would know that I like the
number 13. It’s a weird thing, but during my life thus far peculiar things
happen on the lucky side, and Friday the 13th was shaping up to be a
brilliant soaring day a week out!
In WA, the first 1,033km flight with three
turning points by an Australian pilot was
achieved by Andy Repton back in 1999 on
16 December, flying from the Gliding Club
of Western Australia in Cunderdin, my
home airfield. It seems this time of year
can be narrowed down as close to the best
soaring week of the year.

Up for grabs
The FAI 1,000km flight has been up for
grabs since the beginning of time, as no
Australian pilot has completed an FAI
1,000 in WA, so I thought this would be a
worthy task to set. A lot of WA pilots
have had an eye on it for some time as
their personal goal.
A few days out we checked the weather.
It was going to go to 15,000ft but, as usual
with WA weather, heavy inversion until
about 35° C. So the only way to do this
task is really to suck it and see. I got out
the ASG29, filled it up with water and got
all the checks done, batteries juiced up the
night before and made a special trip to the
club to be there at first light. James Cooper
and I had been talking all week and he also
has set the task to try for first 1,000 in
Standard Class SZD 55.
We decided the weather to the north
would be better with the possibility of cu
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and temperatures increasing more quickly,
all co-ordinated with RASP, XCSkies and
temp trace. At the end of the day, the
Perth Trace seemed to be the most
accurate and we made assumptions with
other information and wind. The task we
set was Cunderdin Air / Bowgada /
Yellowdine / Alderside / Cunderdin.
I have a theory that if it’s a high day,
you can tow a bit higher and either you
make it and top up with a thermal on the
way home or you get as close to home as
you can. So, I tooled our launch up to
5,000ft ASL, which means that I only
needed to finish at approximately
2,000ft, giving me a nice easy circuit in
the afternoon.

paddock-Hopping
As the first 30km ticked by, I
descended down to 2,400ft ASL. Uuhh,
oooohhhh, hmm. I had that feeling I have
had so many times before - it’s not going
to be easy. I will have to paddock-hop for
200km as James and I had done about
two weeks earlier. But yep, here it is - a
nice, beautiful bright green John Deere
header in the paddock mowing the lawn.
Lovely. After a few bumps we were
turning an average of 1.4 kts to 4,000ft.
Well, that's a nice surprise, I thought.

4,000 ft is actually sort of comfortable so
let’s push on. Still no sign of any cu or
cloud, and in WA it is seldom we get it.
There were a few more small thermals,
but by 11am, getting to 6,000ft, the
confidence level had gone up and I knew
we were away and could move along
quicker. James was about 20km behind by
this stage but we were giving each other
pep talks to keep motivated as thermal
strengths increased. Then, by 11.30am,
almost hitting the 10,000 ft mark, I could
crank this baby up to cruise at 100kts. All
the way up the first leg of 275km there
was still no cu. I just looked for hot spots
on the ground and went downwind.
As I approached the first turnpoint,
cu’s were just starting to form to the
north east in the scrub. Approaching the
turn, my eyes were fixed on this cu and
that’s where I was going to go, just off
track to the second turnpoint at
Yellowdine. I popped in under, grinning
from ear to ear as the vario screamed all
the way up to 12,000ft again. Then I had
a path of cu’s forming over the scrub
land. Normally I am cautious, but the
problem with FAIs in WA is that the
country is very remote. On the second
leg, if you land out there are not a lot of
people around and farm houses lay
abandoned from the previous tough
years. The emergency frequency would
be the best way to get attention out
there. Anyway, the gods were smiling.
There were sparse cu’s out in front and

even at a nice distance apart - mostly
blue but 20 to 30km apart. No distractions
from an overdeveloped sky, I thought!

a Long Way doWn
Heading towards Yellowdine the
thermal strengths were dropping. Ahh
nooo, don’t do this to me. Time, distance
- everything was looking good so far
heading over to Southern Cross where
the Beverley boys were on their yearly
pilgrimage. I noticed an overdeveloped
darkened line of cu …… I had seen this in
New Zealand but I didn’t know we could
have it in WA. It looked like some sort of
convergence where a line of lift develops.
I snuck over and took my glider for a ride
just under 15,000ft and the O2 has been
flowing for some miles now. I looked
down and said to myself…. Gee that’s a
long way down!
We’re doing well, but I needed to go
back out into the blue. Only one lonely cu
was out in front. I went a little off track to
see what would happen. Again, a nice top
up to 13,000ft but now I was out there
with nowhere else to go except on track.
The sky was blued out, and a sea breeze
had kicked in. A mist of white was on
track heading toward home and James
was now many kilometres behind and had
called no joy [James turned early for
Cunderdin, but still completed 878km]. As
my last turnpoint was 80km from home, I
thought it worthwhile to hang in there.

rogUe tHermaL
I found nothing much and was
descending through 6,700ft when,
almost 170km from home, would you
believe it, one of those rogue thermals
appeared in the blue. After a few turns, I
thought, I am not letting you go, thermal
like your life depends on it and let's take
it to the absolute top and get as close to
home, as I can, as the day feels like it's
over. I topped out at just under 14,000ft
and was still short a few thousand feet,
so now I plodded along at best L/D. I still
needed 2,000ft to get home, milking any
little bump with gentle pull ups. The
numbers are stacking but still no thermal.
I thought, ah well, I may have to park in a
paddock and that will be OK. I felt the
comfort of a good effort and no shame
on the achievement.
I turned toward Aldersyde - the final
turnpoint - and hit a small 1.3 kts. It was
6.30pm and I was now only about 50km
from home. The sea breeze was is in and
giving me a nice little 9km tail wind
pushing me home and the computer said
yes! Now, I thought, stick to best L/D and
finish at the right height, cross the centre

of our beautiful bitumen
home strip, check the
wind sock and call down
wind.
Job done! First FAI
1,015km flight by an
Australian pilot in Western
Australia!

briLLiant
Wa gLiding
But the story doesn’t
end there. The next few
days looked awesome, but
unfortunately our Club
Christmas party was on, so
I was under a little pressure
to help. I decideed to do a
762km FAI, see how fast I could go and
see if a record could be broken. It ended
up quite nicely with the same sort of day
as the day before but better with stonking
thermals under the cu. Over the bushland
to the north. The result was home by
5.30pm to cook the BBQ at just under the
National Record for 18m Class of
134.34kph. Still, it was a great result and
a WA Record.
Again, on the Sunday, a casual day
cleaning up after the festivities, I put in a
515 FAI. Russell Brierley and Kevin
Saunders came along as well, the speed
was unreal and I knew it would be close.
It was still a blue day with some cu’s
popping. Again, in the north over the
scrub land, I thought at one stage that an
angel had come to bless me as a cu with
wings took shape. A thermal surged from
the centre to give it this shape and give
me another great climb. In just over 3
hours I was back home with a result of
515 FAI at 150.84kph, just short of the
18m National and another state record
for WA.
Well, if the weather is there, you need
to take it. You just don’t know when this

will be around again, but I do know what
to look for now. On the Monday, I thought
I’d go for it again, and yes, another
1,007ft FAI flight was achieved!
This time of year is always awesome, and
if you ever want to fly in the West all WA
pilots would be glad to host you and make
you feel at home. So if you would like a
unique flying experience over salt lakes,
bush land and completely unique terrain,
we would be happy to welcome you.
GA
OPPOSITE: Swain and James Cooper at their
home airfield in Cunderdin.
ABOVE: The task was FAI 1,000km Cunderdin,
Bowgada, Yellowdine, Aldersyde.
BELOW: A sky full of cumulus - unsual for WA.
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BOB'S Big Day Out
and then Another

By BOB DIRcKS

better, I didn't find better, indeed I didn't
find equal and was back on the ground
just as the first cumulus popped less than
1km from where I had been. Well before
landing I opened the water dump,
however there was still some onboard as
I rolled to a stop, so I closed the valve to
keep whatever was left, I guess about
half, for the relaunch.

NEVER GIVE UP

During December, several days with exceptional soaring conditions extended over a
wide area of Australia. I witnessed quite a few great ones at Lake Keepit, where some
LKSC pilots achieved personal best speeds, distances and endurances, including myself.
Up to December 2013 my personal best was:
A speed of 92kph over a relatively short task
Distance of 360km
Endurance of 6hrs 15mins

In my short solo gliding career of three and a half years I
have clocked up a bit under 300 hours, of which about 270
have been in my Standard Libelle. I have not expanded my
experience into other higher performance single seaters,
partly because I am so comfortable in the Libelle that I
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have little desire to 'step up'. I also feel that I still have lots
of challenges to meet in the Libelle, and expect that it will
be a very long time before I can claim that I'm at a level
that needs a ‘better’ glider.
People who know me would agree that my feelings of
what makes something ‘better’ are not entirely normal. I
am perfectly happy with my 133 year old home, my 53
year old car and my 40 year old glider. To me, endurance of
good design, classic style and simplicity are important to
what makes something better. So, for what I want to do in
gliding, a Standard Libelle is pretty well perfect. I will try to
achieve best possible performance within that self imposed
limitation, while also having fun.
With that in mind, I watched the forecasts for the period
of 11 to 16 December, and despite work pressures I
decided to fly on 13 Friday and 14 Saturday from Lake
Keepit. Of course that's where I fly - it's only 5km from
home!
Friday looked good, with a reasonably early start,
predicted 11,000ft cloudbase, late finish and light winds. As
I don't have an IGC approved logger, I didn't bother with a
formal declaration, but I wrote up on the white board in the
flight centre my intended task of about 520km, from Keepit
to Manilla AF, Gurley Silo, Coolah AD and back to Keepit. I
was aware of the possibility of blue conditions around
Coolah late in the day, and was therefore expecting to slow
down a bit towards the end.
I had filled the 50 litres of ballast, and launched a bit
after 11am as cumulus had started to build up over the
hills north and east, and would build up soon around the
local area. Well, I was probably 15 minutes early, because
after finding 1.5 kts and confidently looking about for

Not a good start! But I wasn't going to
give up. After a couple of others took
launches right under the cumulus, I also
got up again and easily got up to 7,500ft.
So I set off at 12pm, not pushing too hard
early on, getting a feel of the day, over to
Manilla, then turned onto the straight line
for Gurley. The streets had already
developed so I followed the best looking
ones close to the line. By Gurley, which
was out in the blue, my speed was not
really very good, it was within my normal range of 75 to 80
kph, and my quick mental calculations told me I would need
to speed up significantly if I wanted to get around Coolah
later. I got a few lucky good climbs between Gurley and
Narrabri where I got back to the cumulus, and had decided
to push faster in the cruises than my normal 70kts.
I was trying very hard to apply all the stuff that Paul
Mander and G Dale had presented to me in Speedweek and
Keepitfast in November, and noticed a long strong street
along the eastern edge of the Pilliga reaching almost
directly to Coolah. I had a terrific run up under the high
cloud, not turning much and pushing the speed as much as
I dared. 80...... 85..... even 90 kts, and the Libelle seemed to
lift itself up to the clouds instead of dropping away. It was
quite exciting as I watched the distance to turnpoint
disappear in chunks, while the average speed climbed up
1kph at a time to over 90.
The last 30km to Coolah was blue again as the clouds
retreated towards the northeast and home. I just hoped that
I could catch up to them again after I turned, so it was
important to turn as high and fast as possible. Probably the
most challenging part of the day was deciding which climbs
to take at this critical stage. Would I find better, would it all
evaporate ahead of me? Luckily it hadn't died yet, and I
managed to turn Coolah at about 8,000ft, with the average
speed up around 92kph and the clouds in sight. The climbs
were still strong so I pushed faster at 90.... even 95kts, and
watched the average increase steadily. Being relatively
inexperienced with final glides and higher speeds and not
really competent at using XC Soar, my head was full of
rough calculations. My gut feeling was pleading for caution
- better to arrive a bit slow than a bit short. But the
excitement of a Libelle at 100kts maintaining good height
won out and with just a few kilometres to go, the average
hit 100kph with the view of Keepit gently slipping lower as it
got closer.
Hey this IS fun...... as I ran in over the strip at 600ft and
110kts..... a quick circuit and.......... WOW....... I've done it 500km at 100kph.
The trace from XC Soar showed 527km... Without a
formal declaration or IGC log I won't get a badge or
anything..... but I don't care, I know I did it.

GOONDIWINDI
So, next morning I wondered what should I do that day.
Since the wind direction was a bit different, the Pilliga line
was probably not going to work so well, and it could blue
out from the southwest again, so when Christian Linnet
suggested that we go to Queensland I didn't hesitate too
much. We looked at Goondiwindi and back, which would
be just short of 600km, so I suggested we add Mullaley as
a last turnpoint. That looked like 615km, so - OK, let's go.
We launched after the first local cumulus and I got going
on task again at 12pm. After the success of the previous
day I pushed out a bit too fast and hit a low slow patch
before reaching the Kaputar cloud streets. I didn't have
Goondiwindi in my database so I headed for North Star on
the NSW side of the border, then kept going on the same
bearing. Again, the last 30km to the turnpoint were not
looking as good, and the slightly stronger southwesterly
wind was making it difficult to find the thermals under the
clouds. I tried to remember the coaching tips, tried to stay
high, tried to push on and find the patterns in the sky.
As I turned toward Goondiwindi, Christian in his Cirrus
caught up to and passed me, but that gave me a
benchmark to focus on during the long run back south. I
decided to track over the western slopes of the Kaputar
range and that proved good with strong climbs on the
southwest side of the cu's. After Boggabri the view to
Mullaley was blue except for some high cirrus cloud that
was shading the area, and everything had taken on that
smoothness of evening. I headed out very carefully,
feeling the air, and decided on a very cautious, slow and
steady run over a few small hills that might still be giving
off some warmth. The speed dropped right back, and I
really expected to not make it all the way back to Keepit. I
turned with 55km to go, 2,000ft below a very slow final
glide....... I needed lift. The first few hills on the home run
yielded very weak energy, not really enough to turn in, but
closer to Gunnedah I was over sunnier ground and bigger
hills, which worked adequately. After a few turns I was
above the needed height and the last 25km got much
stronger so I could again push to 100kts with plenty of
finishing height.
So the final numbers looked like 639km at an average
of 95km/h, and over 7 hours flight.
GA

ABOVE: Bob at Speed
Week in West Wyalong
with his 2CV, the most
interesting airfield
vehicle in NSW.
Photo Mike Timbrell

OPPOSITE TOP: Bob
taking off in his Standard
Libelle from Lake
Keepit.

BELOW: Bob also
attended the G Dale
coaching week in
November.
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20m nationals

share the experience

By terry cubley
Photographs by sean young

The 20m Two Seat Nationals were held once again at Narromine at the end of November.
This is the third 20m national competition and the number of participants is slowly
increasing. Nine entries flew mainly Duo Discus, with two Arcus and one DG1000.

TOP & BOTTOM:
Competition
winners
John and Mark
Rowe put in top
performances
throughout the
competition.

Many clubs now have 2-seater gliders suitable for cross
country and racing, and all clubs report that these gliders
are the most popular among their members. A few clubs
purchasing one glider find it proves so popular that, once
it has earned enough money, they decide to purchase a
second 20m 2-seater glider.
The modern Duo, DG and Arcus gliders are nice to fly
and have great performance – not really your classic
2-seat trainer, although many are now being used for
basic training and air experience flights as well as
coaching and fun cross country.
The competitors at Narromine included three family
groups - Harry and Wendy Medlicott, Mike and Nick
Maddocks, Mark and John
Rowe; a club team with
multiple club members
sharing a glider; a
coaching team, Shinzo
with Yoko; plus teams
comprising two club
members flying in the
remaining five gliders.
The
competition
schedule in NSW at this
time of year is rather
crowded, so the 20m two
seat nationals were
wedged between the
end of the Narromine
Cup and the start of the

Junior Nationals. When we arrived at Narromine, the
Narromine Cup pilots had been having a great time, with
many personal best flights completed. Terry Bellair was in
a tight contest with Gerrit Kurstjens to take out the
Winners’ Cup, which is based on OLC points earned during
the event. Terry had a great flight on the last day and
secured first place. For most people, this event is all about
utilising the weather briefing and task setting help
available in a friendly environment, with great food
provided by the Narromine Gliding Club.

Practice day
Two distinct air masses, blue and 8,000ft for the start
and TP 2, cu and 11,000ft for TP 1 and 3. The Maddocks
twins learned quickly with the Arcus and came home first
at 127kph
Day 1 was hotly contested. It was a blue day for the
most part, with 8,000ft climbs and 5 kts average the
norm, the 520km task north to Gular, south to Tottenham,
north to Tooraweenah and then south to Narromine again.
The small class meant only limited gaggling, and pilots
took slightly different tracks. Terry and Brian appeared to
have won with 114.3kph in the Duo, but Derek and Chris
in the DG1000 finally managed to extract their trace from
the reluctant logger and pipped the win at 114.8kph.
Graham and Paul in the Hunter Valley Duo were having a
great task winning day until they missed a climb which
put them on the ground at Gilgandra.
Day 2 was an assigned area task, around Coonamble,
Nyngan, Mander and back to Narromine, to determine

who can fly the furthest and fastest in a minimum of 3 ½
hours. The turnpoint of Mander, like its counterparts
Hartley and Gilbert, doesn’t actually exist but is just a set
of coordinates. Because many remote areas around
Narromine have no obvious landmarks in suitable places
for turnpoints, at a comp several years back the organisers
invented some turnpoints and named them after some of
the NSW pilots flying at that time - Paul Mander, Arnie
Hartley and Tom Gilbert.
The later starters did best on this day, and navigating
around the first turn was a critical decision. It seems that
the Castlereagh River at Coonamble has an impact on
thermal conditions in this area. A bit of cu up the first leg
blued out early on the second leg, but still had some good
climbs of 6 and 7 kts to 7,500ft. Mark and John Rowe put
on the best result of 109kph despite coming home 8
minutes early. The Maddocks had the best speed of
112kph, but the Arcus can do that.
Day 3 was another AAT, via Gilgandra, Tottenham,
Mickibri and then a time soak around Nyngan before
coming home to Narromine. Definitely blue day, with 5 to
6 kts climbs to 6,500ft AGL. Pilots had to switch between
excellent climbs and glides, but then followed by heavy
sink and broken thermals when lower. It was still a good
day and Terry and Brian in the Stonefield Duo took out the
day at 116.1kph just ahead of Shinzo and his Japanese
Junior – Yoko.
With the time soak around Nyngan doing its job, no one
was under time today. It enables pilots to extend their
flight following a climb to use up any remaining time while
managing their final glide.

Nick and Mike
Maddocks flew
their Arcus M.

elusive thermals
Day 4 brought another fixed task and another 500km
flight. Beryl’s view of task setting is that, if there are 4 to
5 hours of reasonable weather, you set the task for that
time. It seems to work and gives everyone a good flight.
The first leg is once again to Coonamble – maybe we
can get it right this time? Then a little south to the Tom
Gilbert turnpoint before heading due west to Girilambone,
a huge hole in the ground NW of Nyngan and on the way
to Bourke. This leg takes us over the huge marsh areas.
Luckily it has been dry, but the area is fairly uninhabited
and usually a little weaker for thermals.
The way home is via Mickibri, just to the southwest of
Narromine, to better align with the wind for landing.
The leg to Coonamble went well in the blue, with 5 to 6
kts climbs to 6,000 ft AGL. The lift continued to Gilbert but
once we headed over the marshes it became a lot
tougher. Thermals became fewer and harder to find, and a
fair bit weaker, which is uncomfortable when you can see
suitable landing places but few roads or houses. The
115km leg finished back to normal once we arrived at the
dry paddocks again. The trip home was reliable although
a few pilots got low as the thermals started to spread out
and reduce in strength as the day approached 5.30pm.
Mark and John Rowe were last to start and once again
took out first place, completing the task at 103kph. Derek
and Chris in the DG1000 were pushing hard again but
landed just short of the airfield, close enough for an
aerotow retrieve. All was revealed however once their
trace was submitted, Derek had crossed the 3km finish
circle and then turned back to land in the paddock – they
placed second for the day.

☛
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William Stalenberg
and Eveline Nijland
came out from
Holland to
compete at
Narromine.

Harry Medlicott
joins Hans
Raschke from
Germany, who has
been flying at
Narromine during
the summer for
many years.

Shinzo Takizawa
and Yoko flew as a
coaching team.

continued over page
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20m nationals
Derek's 20m Comp
By derek ruddock

Downwind track
On Day 5 with less than 100 points between 1st and
4th, the competition was wide open going into the last
day. The Rowe twins were in first so everyone else had to
play catch up.
It was blue day with thermals to 5,000ft and 20 knot
winds from the Southwest, so a 3 hour AAT meant that it
would come down to individual decisions, rather than
following the gaggle. The big question with strong winds is
which track to take. Flying up and down wind can give
good streeting, but can result in a long push into the
headwind. Flying across the track reduces the wind
component but also limits opportunities for streeting.
The day winner was Graham and Paul in the Hunter
Valley Duo at 100kph – making up for the outlanding on
Day 1. They opted for the downwind track on the second
leg, eventually getting to Tooraweenah for the turn home.
This meant that they were at least drifting on track on the
two times they got low. Getting home was going to be the
test into the strong wind, but they found a couple of 5
knot climbs at just the right place and this guaranteed
their day win.
Shinzo and Yoko had a good run also, only getting low
once and getting a good climb out of this. They were just
a little slower than Graham and Paul at 96kph and were
definitely in the running for the Champions' trophy.
Terry and Brian had a good run to the back of the first
sector and then headed north to support a long cross
wind leg heading on the third leg. It all went well until they
got down to 800ft at the most down wind point and then
again around the last turn. With a strong wind it seems to

20m two seat nationals 2013 narromine
Open
1. M.Rowe/ J.Rowe		Narromine GC	

Duo Discus	

4724

Soar Narromine Duo Discus	

4712

ABOVE and RIGHT: Jenny and
John Thomson flew the
recently aquired Darling
Downs Duo Discus XL. It has
the same fuselage as the
Arcus, is 10cm longer than
the X and has larger
airbrakes.

take forever to make any
progress when you can
only get 3 knot climbs.
Derek and Chris had a
good run, staying high,
but found no lift on the
way back and landed
25km short.
So, now it was up to the
Rowes. They played it very conservatively and avoided
going downwind too much. Once again they came home 8
minutes early but without any major scares, placing third
for the day at 93kph.
The final scores showed that John and Mark Rowe had
done just enough, holding off Shinzo/Yoko by only 12
points. The Maddocks jumped into 3rd place thanks to the
poor result for Terry and Brian, and Derek and Chris.

Thank you, Narromine
All pilots enjoyed the event. It is good fun flying with a
partner in a 2-seater glider. We expect an even greater
number of entries at the next event, planned for February
2015 to avoid the conflict in the November to December
time period. A few more Arcus should be competing by
then, but at least the handicap keeps it all quite even.
Our thanks to Beryl and Arnie and the members of the
Narromine Gliding Club, and to Jenny Thompson for her
excellent weather forecasts and briefings.

2.IUP

S.Takizawa/ Yoko

3.FTT

N.Maddocks/ M.Maddocks Boonah GC	

Arcus M		

4555

4.DDH	

T.Cubley/ B.Rau		

Duo Discus	

4528

20m World Championships

5.UHM

H.Medlicott/ W.Medlicott Lake Keepit GC	

Arcus M		

4336

6.DGI

D.Ruddock/ C.Jefferies	

DG1000		

4064

7.RL

J.Thompson/ J.Thompson DDSC		

Duo Discus XL

3914

Mike and Nick Maddocks have been selected to
represent Australia at the first 20m World Championships
in Finland next year.

8.WVS

W.Stalenberg/ E.Nijland	Narromine GC	

Duo Discus	

3875

9.IE	

G.Rock/ P.Jacobsohn	HVGC		

Duo Discus	

3705

Adelaide SC	
SCGC		
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Cliff Jefferies, who had flown with me at the NSW comp in
Lake Keepit, returned to fly this comp. The first flying day,
Saturday 30 November, was a cat’s cradle racing task of
524km, Gular-Tottenham-Tooraweenah. The day was good
and we finished first with a speed of 114.8kph, a personal
best for me.
Day 2’s task was a 3:30 AAT, Coonamble 30km Nyngan
30km Mander 10km (300/404/513km). Local knowledge
conferred an advantage to the winning pilots here, who
flew to the northeast of the turnpoint. The second leg of
this task took us over the moonscape of the Macquarie
marshes, with farmhouses few and far between and
climbs weak and far apart. We flew 376km in 3:41 for a
speed of 102kph and 4th place.
Day 3 was blue. Another AAT was declared, Gilgandra
20km Tottenham 30km Mickibri 20km Trangie 20km
(274/434/601km) for 3 hours. I intended to fly deep into
the circle at Mickibri and get on to the Hervey range,
where I hoped for some good climbs. We got low at Peak
Hill and despite flying under two other gliders circling
overhead, were unable to contact any lift, and so pressed
on towards the Herveys. Once again my faith was
rewarded and we got a climb over the ridge which
enabled us to push north on to the higher ground and
stronger lift to 9,000ft. My plan was to use this height to
maximise the glide into the final circle at Trangie - any
time spent flying straight increases your task speed.
The intention was to fly into the final circle until the
arrival height was zero - I have a safety margin of 900ft
built into the Cambridge. This went to plan with one
exception. In monitoring my arrival height I did not realise
that I was gliding over wet paddocks. When we turned we
immediately lost another 1,000ft, ending up at 800ft agl.
Mungeribar strip just across the road looked very
appealing. After wasting 5 minutes working a cow’s fart
for no result, I decided to fly towards Narromine and
hoped for lift along the way. In the end there was buoyant
air all the way home and we landed after 3:09 and 350km
for 110.9km and 4th place.

racing task
Day 4 was blue again and even more difficult. A racing
task of 519km was declared, Coonamble-GilbertGirilambone-Albert. The first leg was straightforward, and
we caught up with several 2-seaters that had started
before us. On the second leg over the detested Macquarie
Marshes we noticed several willy-willies in a paddock and
diverted off track hoping for a good climb. Unfortunately
there was no lift above the paddock, and the diversion

meant we had lost sight of our
thermal markers. The first part of
the leg from Girilambone to Albert
was flown between 3,000 and
5,000ft QNH, or 2,000 to 4,000ft
agl, until we found a good climb to
7,200ft and we felt we were on our
way again. When we turned
toward Albert we were right on
final glide, so we set off hoping to
pick something up along the way.
Unfortunately, that something was
sink, and our margin was gradually
eaten away. Crunch time came
when we were just 3km from the field. I had very little
height to spare and two lines of trees, a canal, a railway
line and a main road between the glider and a straight-in
landing. My increasingly nervous co-pilot, however, was
relieved when I touched the finished circle, then dropped
the undercarriage and landed in the large stubble paddock
below us, ending up just 2km from the threshold of
Runway 11.

ABOVE and BELOW:
Derek Ruddock
and Cliff Jeffries
finished 6th overall.

close results
Despite the outlanding, we had completed the task 4 minutes
behind the leader for a speed of 102kph and 2nd place!
After four days of competition, the results were very
close. Only 140 points separated the first five pilot pairs,
and we were only 99 points behind the leader. The final
day of the competition, after losing two days due to high
wind, was a 3 hour AAT Nevertire 30km Gular 50km
Eumungerie 10km (142 /270 /416km). The wind was still
blowing strongly from the southwest, and after a good
first run we turned north over the dreaded Macquarie
Marshes. Until now we had been progressing well, and the
tailwind over the second leg lifted our task speed to a
very pleasing 140kph, however this was too good to last,
and we dug ourselves into the inevitable hole, ending up
at 2,600ft, 1,500ft agl, about 25km north of Trangie. We
fortunately managed to get away and the remaining part
of the flight was reasonable.
We entered the final circle at a height of 6,800ft, 500
feet under final glide. It was at this point I made a tactical
error. My Oudie was telling me I was going to come in
under time. Rather than making an allowance for the
climb we would need to gain some margin, I elected to
continue to extend to the bottom of the last circle. This
normally would not have been an issue, but all we found
was sink and more sink until we ended up in a friendly
farmer's paddock 29km from home. We were awarded
distance points but it blew our chances of winning, and we
ended 6th overall.
GA
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lake KEEPIt variety
By Bruce Taylor
Photographs by Sean young

of the Kaputar Range, which ran from the hills right out
over all our northern turn points. For the higher
performance gliders it was a challenge, but for many of
the others it proved to be too difficult. In the Club and
Two-seater classes only half of the field came home, and
in the 15m class, who launched last, there were only three
finishers. Strike two against the task setter! I think he was
lucky to have come home, because if he had outlanded,
he might have been left out to rot.
Winners in Two-seaters were Harry and Wendy Medlicott
in their new Arcus at 79kph, in Club Allan Barnes at
85kph, in 15m Gary Stevenson at 87kph, in 18m David
Jansen at 127kph and in Open Bruce Taylor at 121kph.
From here the weather improved, and the next two
days saw 500km+ tasks set and completed by the big
wings. We went well north to Coolati, west to Keytah and
home, and generally it was a good run, with good heights
and clouds most of the way, just getting a little thin on the
way home. The small wings were given an easier day,
with a 3:00 hour AAT west to Emerald Hill then north to
Togo, then down to Split Rock and home. Some of the
pilots had experienced a long night on the road last night.
Nick Singer had spent most of the night driving around
the hills, and had yet to bring his glider home!
Winners in Two-seaters were Mick Sly at 108kph, Club Allan Barnes at 105kph, 15m - Matt Atkinson at 125kph,
18m - Tom Claffey at 139kph and in Open, Bruce Taylor at
137kph. The task setter was seen to be included in
conversations once again.

BOTTOM: Task Setter Bruce Taylor making the call to change
tasks on day one, with Tugmaster Neil Dunn, behind him.
MIDDLE: The wall of water over the first turnpoint on the
first day day.
TOP: In the start thermal with the Carrolls in the distance.

Rare opportunity

The NSW State comps this year were unfortunately cut short by some inclement
weather, but the flying we did get was great. We had some variety, and a couple of
very fast days to finish up with.
Lake Keepit always provides a good range of conditions
and tasking options, and this year there were 42 pilots
who arrived to take up the opportunity to use them,
including a strong contingent from north of the border.
However, ‘outsiders’ won only two classes out of the five,
while Lake Keepit pilots took the other three top positions.
Maybe some local knowledge was advantageous.
The competition began with some very unstable weather,
which made for some difficult deliberations for the tasksetter - that was me! Our initial task to the north and
northwest blew up very early into towering cu and
overdevelopment, which lead to a change on the grid to an
AAT with a southwesterly first leg to Coolah and then a
shorter northern leg to Baan Baa and home. Times ranged
from 3:30 for the gliders with bigger wings, down to the twoseaters with 2:30, and the flying became quite a challenge.

Wall of Water
The difficulty was using the distance in the first sector
as efficiently as possible, as a long squall-line was
developing across our path as we headed south. The early
starters had a chance to get through the line, which was
already showery, and on to some good conditions further
south-west, all the time keeping a close eye on the
escape route back north. However, for the later classes
that option was gone, as it was a solid wall of water by
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then. The rest of the flight was more straightforward, with
some nice streets and strong climbs to take us home.
And to the north…? Our original set task looked like it
might have been flyable. Strike one against the task
setter. Winners were Derek Ruddock at 102kph in Twoseaters, Allan Barnes at 107kph in Club, Jacques Graells at
103kph in 15m, David Jansen at 114kph in 18m and Bruce
Taylor at 115kph in Open.
The next day we tasked and gridded, only to have the
small window of opportunity slip away under some thick
cirrus arriving from the south, and we called the day off.
Day 2 came with the promise of much better weather,
forecast to have good cu and 9,000ft over much of the
task area. Tasks were set to do a big anti-clockwise tour
around the Kaputar Mountains, with big wings going to
Bingara and Moree, and the smaller wings inside that to
Upper Horton and Edgeroi or Gurley. Distances ranged
from 360km down to 250km.

Working the Weather
What happened in reality was that much of the first leg
was blue and not at all straightforward. The second leg
was good for a while with one or two climbs better than
10 knots and 12,000ft, then more blue most of the way
home. There was a nasty flow of cooler, dry air coming up
from the south all the way up the valley on the west side

For what turned out to be the last day, the weather
once again looked promising, with a forecast of a little
overdevelopment in the Kaputar area later in the
afternoon. For big and most small wings a 3:30 AAT was
set, and for the 15m class, a racing task of 449km. All the
tasks went down to the southwest, Coolah or Spring Ridge
direction, and then north to Moree or Gurley.
What a great racing day this was! I think everyone
came home with tales of great climbs and good heights,
and sometimes of near misses with terra firma. For me, it
was the highlight of the week, as I got to fly with David
Jansen… I had a super run south using consistent 8 knot
climbs, although on one section down we were height
limited due to airspace. I chose to keep going, as the
conditions were so predictable and strong that the limit
was not an issue.
Heading north we ran into an area that was less
consistent, and it was here that I found David. This was
a rare opportunity for me, as both David and I usually
enjoy doing our own thing and prefer to be alone. Once
again we were doing our own thing, but our tracks
coincided for a large part of the next hour or more. I
was impressed by the precision of David’s flying – those
of you who have read George Moffat’s book ‘Winning 2’
will remember the chapter called ‘Low Loss Flying Winning by Not Losing’, and I could not help but think of
this while watching David. A big part of it lies in his
personality and strict discipline, and maybe a little bit of
it comes from his past military background.

Comparing Techniques
Over the years I have flown with many exceptional
pilots, and I still find it fascinating to compare their

☛
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techniques. Basically they all do the important
things in a very similar fashion, but the
variations in flying methods are intriguing.
Some pilots appear to wander all over the
place as they follow their interpretation of
where the energy lines are, but David is very
strict in the lines he chooses, and while I was
with him I did feel like I needed to take great
care to not waste any time or energy. I
enjoyed it.
We ran north with a big deviation to the
east side of the Moree area, as a big storm
was in progress over the Kaputar ranges and
the edge of the outflow was a good place to
be. The decision was when to turn for home,
which was about 120km away. I watched
David turn, flew a few kilometres further and
then headed back, too. Now the choice was
which side of the storm to track.
I retraced my steps for about 20km, then took a bit of a
gamble that I could make it home from where I was, as I
was well over glide, sitting up at cloudbase up at the
north end of the mountains. For quite a long while that
seemed like a good idea, but then as I flew in behind the
storm, which was now collapsing, I began a long glide in
some moderate sink. Then there was some light rain to
traverse. Still no savage sink, just a steady one or two
knots of down.

Saved by Lift

TOP:A wave cloud formed over the
top of many large cumulus on the
final day of the competition.
ABOVE: Harry and Wendy Medlicott
in their Acrus M flying near Upper
Horton on Day 2.
RIGHT: Harry Potts was the launch
point controller. He has been
visiting LKSG for several years
from the UK.
BELOW: Pilots gather at briefing,
with Paul Mander and Dennis
Stacey in the foreground.
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By the time I was about 40km out from home, the
picture was not so pretty. I was now well below glide, had
not hit anything going up for about 60 km, and had to turn
out of the hills to the lower ground to the west, in the
hope that the clear sunshine there might be heating
something up. But the picture was all wrong… the wind
was coming over the top of the hills from the east and
blowing down the sunny slope that I was heading for on
the west side of the range. Apart from that, I was now
desperately low. I had seen my speed unwind from mid150s back to about 146kph. Frustrating!
I called that I was soon to be outlanding, and was
starting to fiddle in a few bubbles level with the trees on
top of the last ridge when I saw another glider approaching
even lower! It was Tom Claffey. Just as I felt a good surge
he pulled in underneath me, and the climb quickly built
into a nice solid 6 knots. I was away! Quite a lot of time
wasted, but I was home. A number of similar stories
were told around the bar that night – a super day, but
with some quirks.
Winners in the Two-seaters was Derek Ruddock at
103kph, Club was Allan Barnes at 103kph, 15m was
Matt Atkinson again at 128kph, 18m was David Jansen
at 149kph and in the Open Class was Bruce Taylor at
148kph. A nice day.
And then the rain came! Friday was washed out, and
with Saturday looking dismal the presentation dinner
was moved forward to Friday night at the Dircks’ house
for the usual fabulous feast!
We owe a big vote of thanks to all those Keepit
members who helped to make the week the great
success it was, and another thanks to all those visiting
pilots who came to make the competition such a closely
fought but friendly affair. Well done to all of you.

2 seater champion
By derek ruddock

For 10 years I have been using the DG1000 to introduce
pilots from our club to competition flying. Having a 2
seater enables the co-pilot to learn the ropes without the
stress of being thrown in at the deep end.
This year I flew with two pilots, Cliff Jefferies, who had
flown in a comp or two many years ago, and Christian
Werner, a keen pilot who has never flown cross country
before.
The task on the first day was a 2.5 hour AAT, Coolah
50km Baan Baa 40 and Keepit 15km (176 /293 /442km).
There was a storm front near the first turnpoint, which
was covered with a wall of water. We touched the first
circle and headed north. Near Mt Kaputar we got low and
wasted some time getting high again, and so were
pleasantly surprised when we came first with a distance
of 285.3km at a speed of 101.6kph. There were seven
outlandings in total.
The second day was character forming. The task set
was a racing task, Upper Horton and Edgeroi 257km. The
first leg saw us heading into the rising ground to the
North. As cloudbase was only 4,300ft QNH, 3200ft agl, we
felt the squeeze as the ground rose rapidly to meet the
clouds. Fortunately the day started to improve as the
cloudbase rose, and we were rewarded with some decent
climbs on the latter half of the first and the second leg.
The last decent climb was over the high ground half
way along the second leg. Edgeroi was totally blue, but
with no choice we headed out and drilled ourselves into a
hole at the second turnpoint. We managed to stay
airborne and struggled home in the 20kt southerly for
second place at 75.9kph. There were 14 outlandings in
total, due to the blue hole near Edgeroi.

FIRST CROSS COUNTRY
The third day, with Christian Werner on his first ever
cross country flight, was another AAT, a 3 hour task
Emerald Hill (10km) Togo (50km) and Split Rock
Dam(25km) (172/305/449km). The weather today was
much better, although Togo was still in the blue hole and
further northwest than Edgeroi. We maxed out the first
circle then had a good run up the Pillaga Scrub then flew
northwest until the clouds ran out to the west of Wee
Waa. Due to a miscalculation we came in 5 minutes under
time for a total distance of 309km at 103kph - the 5
minute penalty cost us 3kph.

The final day of the comp
promised to be a classic Keepit
cross country day. The
blipmaps indicated that the
best weather would be over
the high ground. Today was a
day in which I could put the
lessons learned flying in the
mountains with Gavin Wills in
Omarama into practice.
The task was a 3 hour AAT
Breeza 10km Bellatta 50km
and Split Rock 25km. We got a
good climb after launch to
8,000ft and started as soon as
the start gate opened. We
glided to the first tp without a
hint of lift, arriving at 5,200ft. I
was hoping a small ridge to
the east of the first circle
would produce a good climb,
but was disappointed to find only 2 knots, so I took it to
6,000ft and glided back towards Keepit, arriving at Carroll
at 2,500ft (1,500ft agl). Here we managed to hook into a
6 knotter and climbed to 7,000ft, which enabled us to fly
onto the Carroll ridge. We flew along the ridge, then on to
the spine of the Kelvins and then followed the ridgeline
over Mount Kaputar at 8,500ft. We were then rewarded by
the sight of a magnificent cloud street stretching all the
way to the northwest of the circle, finishing near Terry Hie
Hie. On turning around, we were surprised looking back
towards Mount Kaputar to see it blanketed in low cloud
and heavy rain, and jumped to the ridge to the east of
Upper Horton, where we climbed to 9,000ft and set off
towards the final tp at Split Rock. A diversion towards a
promising looking cloud to the east of Barraba came to
nothing so we continued to glide towards Keepit. Since
neither the mine nor the caravan park were working, we
slowly lost height to about 2,500ft agl. Meanwhile, the
airstrip at Barraba was beckoning. We eventually found a
weak climb that enable us to push onto the hills near
Manilla, following the ridgeline until we found a decent
climb to give us final glide to Keepit, coming first with a
distance of 370km in 3:34 for a speed of 103.4kph.
So, after four days of competition, I was crowned NSW
2-seater champion - a great introduction to cross country
flying for Christian.

☛

continued over page

John Trezise had no difficulty landing directly into the 25 - 35
kt southerly on the practise day. The difficulty was keeping the
glider on the ground when he got out after landing.
John went on to place 3rd in Club Class in his first ever comp.
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nsw state comp
with lightning stretching down to touch the ground.
Five kilometres to the circle, three kilometres, one
kilometre, 500m, BEEP! At last I had touched the
circle and could turn north.
Heading north another shower was developing over
the Pilliga and heading east towards Keepit. As I
reached the beginning of the Kaputar range, the high
cloud from the shower covered the area and seemed to
cut off the lift. I carefully made my way back to Keepit
with no further climbs, just flat air, to finish in 6th place.

the longest day

the view from club class

ABOVE: Magnificent
cloud formations over
the Mt Kaputar Range.
This photo was taken
on the way north.
Coming back later in
the day, these clouds
produced rain and hail.

by sean young

The Lake Keepit area has a reputation as one of the most
interesting soaring sites in eastern Australia. Set on the
edge of a lake in the North West Slopes of NSW, the site is
ringed by hills, including the famous hang gliding site of
Mt Borah and the Nandewar Range with Mt Kaputar at its
peak. To the south are the Liverpool Plains featuring large
flat paddocks dotted with characteristic pimple hills. To
the west is the Pilliga Scrub and beyond that the great
wheat plains.
I entered the NSW State comps at Lake Keepit in 2010,
when the contest was rained off after the first day. Apart
from that day I had never flown in the area until coming to
attend the G Dale coaching week this year, followed by
the 2013 NSW comp.
With so much variation in the countryside around
Keepit, I have been eager to fly in the area for a long time.
On this trip I finally had two weeks of good weather to
enjoy excellent flying conditions and, after a long wait, to
get to grips with Mt Kaputar.

RIGHT: Philip
Southgate
from Warwick SC
came second in Club
Class.

wild wind

LKSC Treasurer Chris
Bowman and Sean Young
landed out at Narrabri
Airport on the second day of
the contest. Left, Chris
relaxes as they await the
tug for an aerotow. Above is
the view from Sean's glider
arriving back at Keepit just
before official last light.
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On practice day, soon after the first gliders launched,
the large cu’s turned to showers. A large storm cell
approached the airfield from the south and the wind
picked up to 25 to 30 kts and perhaps even more. Several
gliders made landings into the wind on runway 21.

club class competition
On the first day of the competition the task was an AAT
with a southerly turnpoint at Coolah. There were cu’s to
8,000ft but a large thunder shower hung ominously over
the town.
I approached the circle underneath the edge of the
black cloud, staring at sheets of rain just in front of me

A racing task was set for all classes. The turnpoints
were Upper Horton in the ranges to the east of
Kaputar, and Edgeroi Silos on the western side of
Kaputar in the plains. It was blue at the start but as I
headed out towards the first turn, wispy cu’s started
to form. I reached Upper Horton at 9,000ft and
enjoyed a climb with Harry Medlicott, and then
headed out into the blue to Edgeroi. I reached the
turnpoint at 5,000ft. The air out on the plains seemed
very different with strong southerly flow. I edged
towards Narrabri Airport and after about 45 minutes
landed there just after Chris Bowman, treasurer of LKSC.
Many determined pilots somehow found enough lift to
reach Keepit but by the end of the day, over a third of the
fleet had landed out. Chris and I had pleasant aerotow
retrieves from Narrabri. I landed back at Keepit just 10
minutes before official last light. However, road retrieves
continued on into the night with the last crews arriving
back well after midnight.

kAputar at last
An AAT was set for Club Class taking us west over the
Pilliga into the plains, then back over Kaputar to Split Rock
Dam to the north of Keepit.
There were booming cu’s over the Pilliga but the second
leg was blue. As I was unfamiliar with the Kaputar Range
and unsure of what to expect on a blue day, I slowed
down, but this proved to be a mistake. The Kaputar range
has many classic bowl shapes leading up to rocky
outcrops and ridges. With a southerly flow pushing onto
the slopes, thermals were bouncing of the rocks and I
could have simply flown along the ridge line without
taking a climb and I would have reached Split Rock at the
far end of the range without loosing much height. Instead
I wasted time climbing in the strong narrow mountain
thermals. It was great fun, but not the way to win a race. I
finished 9th on the day.

mount cloudmaker
The task was a circle around Breeza to the south, and
then a circle around Bellata in the plains to the north of
Kaputar. The day started slowly but the only clouds, lying
to the south and popping in the Tamworth Airspace, were
of no use. However, after turning north a large bank of
cumulus formed over the Kaputar Range. It was somewhat
off track, but I could not resist going back over the hills to
experience the obviously booming conditions there.
Other pilots kept out in the blue away from the range
and had a good run. Turning south again after the top
turnpoint the cu over the ranges were overdeveloping and
starting to rain. Some pilots elected to go north of the rain
out in front of the shower where the lift would be strong.
However, I was still unfamiliar with the high country on

the northern side of Kaputar and was wary of needing to
outland there, so I decided to fly in between two patches
of rain directly over the hills.
Or course, the rain spread and I was soon flying through
sheets of water. By the time I emerged on the other side I
had lost 3,000ft. Then I heard a pilot on the radio say that
he was flying through hail. I realised that I should never
underestimate the speed at which rain can spread. I
climbed away in a ridge thermal, skirted another shower
to the north of Split Rock and headed home finishing 8th
on the day.

ABOVE: Andres
Miramontes from
Warwick GC in an LS1-f.

Matthew Atkinson -15M Champion
After landing out on the second day, as one of five 15m
Class pilots that outlanded, Matthew went on to win the
next two days and the 15m Class overall. Describing the
final day he said at briefing, “I believe it was my personal
best flight. 15m Class did not have the luxury of following
the clouds like Club Class – the 15m pilots were set a
racing task, not an AAT. Seeing a monster blue hole, I
courageously headed into it, although I soon changed my
mind and headed towards the clouds. Finding diverging
streets with good clouds, I made it to the northern
turnpoint of Moree.
“Coming back was like a magic carpet ride up the
Kaputar ridge. I found a 7 knot climb and the clouds
ahead looked good, so I left when the climb rate dropped
to 5.5kts. That was quite a mistake because I ended up
joining Nick Singer in a 1 knot thermal and had to dump
my water.”

David Jansen - 18M champion
David won all four contest days in the 18m Class. The
final day task for 18m was Coolah AD south, Gurley Silo
north. David said, “I started with a straight glide to cu’s
and got a good first climb. Then it was a case of streeting
along into the first turnpoint. But I started bumping into
the restricted airspace, and as there was no point
continuing if I could not use the maximum height
available, I headed north and got up to 11,600ft. Coming
home I split the rain showers. With only some light rain, it
was a good day.”

☛

continued over page
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nsw state championships 2013
lake keepit
Open
Lake Keepit SC	

Lake Keepit SC		Nimbus 3DM	

3372

3. Paul Mander	

Bathurst SC		

3309

4. Jenny Ganderton Lake Keepit SC

JS1/B 21m

3983

ASH25M		
ASH26E		

AUSTRALIA

1. Bruce Taylor	
2. Steve Hedley

3052

5. Greg Schmidt

Kingaroy SC		Nimbus 4 DM

2932

6. Ed Marel	

Bathurst SC		

ASH 31Mi 		

2616

1. David Jansen

Kingaroy SC		

ASG29E		

2. Tom Claffey

Soar Narromine	Ventus 2cxT

18 Meter
3958
3590

3. Greg Kolb	

Kingaroy SC		

Lak17 		

3373

4. Bill Hatfield

Kingaroy SCe		

ASG29 		

2998

5. Ivan Teese

Lake Keepit SC		Ventus 2cx

2936

6. Dennis Stacey

Lake Keepit SC	A

2832

SG 29E 		

15 Meter
1. Matthew Atkinson Lake Keepit SC		Discus 2b

3133

2. Gary Stevenson

2643

Grampians SC		Discus 2b

3. Jacques Graells Lake Keepit SC		

LS6a 		

2627

4. Kerrie Claffey

ASW28 		

2550

Soar Narromine

5. Ian McCallum

Bathurst SC		Ventus C	

2430

6. Justin Smith

Lake Keepit SC		

LS6C 		

1958

Lake Keepit SC

club
LS1-f		

3797

2. Phillip Southgate Warwick SC		Hornet 		

1. Allan Barnes	

2970
2543

3. John Trezise

Hunter Valley SC	

LS4 		

4. Mark Town

Lake Keepit SC		

Jantar Std

2503

5 .Bob Dircks	

Lake Keepit SC

Std Libelle

2344

6. Mark Barnfield

Southern Cross SC

SZD 55		

2301

two seat
1. Derek Ruddock

Southern Cross SC	DG1000 		

3832

2. Mick Sly

Kingaroy SC		Duo Discus X

3649

3. Harry Medlicott Lake Keepit SC

Arcus M		

3511

4. Vic Hatfield

G103SL		

3282

Lake Keepit SC		

5. Tim Carr	

Lake Keepit SC 	Duo Discus XT

6. Glenn McClean

Richmond SC		DG 1001M

ABOVE: Steve Hedley second place in Open Calss with NSW GA
President Dave Boulter

2561

TOP: Matthew Atkinson winner 15m Class
MIDDLE: David Jansen, winner 18m class.
BOTTOM: Allan Barnes winner Club Class
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actable Jockey Wheel, lockable one - hand
Back of Clamshell, large Hatch in front, Vent
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Build it yourself Glider Trailer Kit
• Light weight Aluminium Clamshell Trailer
• Tail / Wing and Belly Dollies included
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Motor Glider
Engine Course
Waikerie Gliding Club

22 - 29 March 2014
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Register your interest now so you
don’t miss out. Costs on
shipping will be kept to a minimum,
as a number of flat packs
will easily fit into our shipping container

.

ben talbot flying craig collings’ asw20b at narromine november 2013 PhotograPh:by sean young
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Come and Fly
with US!
Lake Keepit Soaring Club is a great place to fly…
A 7 day a week club operation with a relaxed, fun
atmosphere. LKSC has a modern, well maintained
fleet and launches are by aerotow and winch. The
region’s varied terrain from plains to mountains
with plenty of safe out-landing opportunities and
year-round good conditions make LKSC ideal for
pilots wanting to fly further, faster… sooner.
If you want to learn to fly gliders, get cross-country
training, fly badge flights, work towards a GPC,
or be part of the best gliding club in the country,
come to Lake Keepit.

Tel: (02) 6769 7514
Email: manager@keepitsoaring.com

www.keepitsoaring.com
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SO YOU’VE HAD
A CLOSE CALL?
Often the experience is something you’ll never forget and you have learned from it.

Why not share your story so that others can learn from it too?
If we publish it, we’ll give you $500.
Articles should be between 450 and 1000 words. If preferred, your identity
will be kept confidential. Email us at fsa@casa.gov.au. Clearly mark
your submission in the subject field as ‘SPORTAVIATION CLOSE CALL’
Please do not submit
articles regarding events
that are the subject
of a current official
investigation.
Submissions may be
edited for clarity, length
and reader focus.

narromine cup

classic narromine

By sean young

It was a busy three weeks at Narromine from the end of November to mid December. Narromine
Cup was followed by the 20m Two Seat Nationals, and then JoeyGlide came the week after. A
large party of pilots from the Czech Republic were also due to arrive for the summer.
Cup Week always provides a friendly and relaxed
environment for cross country flying. Apart from the
possibility of fantastic flying weather at the end of
November, the greatest attraction of the event is mixing
with all the other pilots from around the country who
gravitate there each year.
On the first I flew in the company of Dave Boulter,
Bernie Baer, Mark Barnfield and Derek Ruddock from
Southern Cross GC. The sky was full of cumulus to 7,000ft
increasing to 8,000ft, with light southerly winds. We had a
great run to Forbes, and then I headed to Collie.

Coaching
Ben Talbot from Mount Beauty had come up to
Narromine ahead of flying in JoeyGlide and during the
week received coaching from Bryan Hayhow. On the
second day they had set a 500km triangular course with a
first turnpoint of Grenfell, then across to Tullibigeal and
back to Narromine. I decided to see if I could tag along but
didn’t think I would be able to keep up, as Ben had flown
over 400km at 115 kph just the day before.
Cumulus were scattered across the sky to the south and
west. After the start the cloudbase increased from 7,000ft
to 10,000ft by late in the day. The wind was southerly, but
the sky looked so good to the south that it seemed like the
best choice to go south first, which turned out to be
correct. Pilots who elected to make their first leg to the
north had a more difficult day.
The first leg was excellent down to the Forbes area.
However, crossing the Lachlan Valley between Parkes and
Forbes conditions were a bit soft although there were
many large cu’s. The air was very damp there and I could
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smell the water. Just further south of the valley, conditions
improved again and I made the turn at Grenfell at 9,000ft.
To my surprise I was less that 10km behind Bryan and Ben
and felt quite pleased with my progress.
Turning west towards Tullibigeal the change to flying
crosswind made progress much slower for me. I could
hear Ben and Bryan talking to each on the radio, steadily
gaining more distance from me.
I missed a climb and found myself down below 3,000ft
south of Burcher. After climbing back up again I convinced
myself that heading north - towards Narromine - would be
the best idea. I followed a street up to Tottenham about
80km west of Narromine and turned there for home.
Although I had altered course I had still flown 512km,
though at only 93kph. Ben flew 567km at 101kph and
Bryan flew 517 km at 113kph.

Thursday a trough was approaching from the southwest
and promised an interesting day. In front of the trough the
conditions were blue and choppy. At the trough line the
clouds were at 13,000ft.
How well you went depended on what route you took to
the trough, which was still a long way from Narromine by
mid afternoon. Several pilots, including Brian De Rieu who
achieved the longest distance of the day at 868km, flew
northwest then north away from the trough. Others flew
south straight at the line and found conditions more
difficult with high cloud complicating the day.
The following day was overcast and on the final day of
Cup Week, Gerrit Kurstjens flew the greatest distance of
728km. However, the longest distance flown in Australia
that day was 793km achieved by Ian de Ferranti from
Bathurst Soaring Club’s home, Pipers Field, which lies
250km south east from Narromine in the ranges. To date,
Ian is the only pilot ever to fly over 1,000km from Pipers
and so far this season, to the end of December, his
longest flight from there has been 820km. Well done, Ian.
For the second year in a row Terry Belair took first place,
narrowly holding off Gerrit Kurstjens. Since then Narromine,
along with much of the country, has enjoyed some fantastic
soaring conditions with many 1,000km flights. I have been
attending Narromine Cup Week for several years now and
for me at least, it is an event not to be missed.
OPPOSITE: On this classic Narromine day, 11 flights of over 800km
were flown including three 1,000km.

DeREK RUDDOCK's Narromine Cup
The Narromine Cup this year was remarkable for two
reasons - the absence of Chris Stevens due to an
operation, and the preponderance of blue days.
On the Sunday I gave an extended area check of
425km to Christian Werner, with the intention of sending
him for his silver badge.
Monday 25 November was a classic Narromine day with
a high cloudbase and strong climbs in the pre-frontal
trough. The best climb we saw all day was over 10 knots
to 10,000ft at 6.45pm! We flew 847km in 7 hours 15
minutes. Unfortunately the OCL limits claims to five
turnpoints only, so it shows only 747km. Christian flew his
5 hour flight. We had taken the opportunity of declaring a
50km flight distance that remained within gliding distance
of the airfield, providing the cloudbase was sufficient, and
Christian managed all three legs of his silver badge on the
one flight.
Tuesday the 26th was blue and hot. I couldn’t manage
to raise much enthusiasm for another flight after
scratching for an hour over the airfield. We had
optimistically sent Christian on a 300km triangle,
monitoring his progress over the radio. After a slow first
leg we did not have much confidence that he would make
it and envisaged a trailer retrieve, but were surprised to
see him returning low and fast over the airfield on his
second leg. The day did improve and he completed his
300km triangle at the very creditable speed of 99kph.

BELOW, clockwise: NSW GA President Dave Boulter with Shinzo
Takizawa at briefing.
John Buchanan gives his view on the day to Mark Barnfield, Gary
Stevenson and Bernie Baer.
John describes his flight at briefing.
Through the week, the 20M Nationals contestants began to arrive.

1,000km day
That day three pilots, including Mitchell Turner, cracked
1,000km. Mitchell did fly a 1,000km course, but due to the
earth’s orbit moving slightly away from the sun, thereby
shrinking the circumference of the planet a tiny fraction,
Mitch’s official distance missed the magic number by .28
of a kilometre. At least that's what I would say if I was him.
John Buchanan flew 1,088km at 131kph. But the
biggest flight of the day was Gerrit Kurstjens’, 1,121km at
137kph. In total there were 11 flights over 800km from
Narromine. Kerrie Claffey flew 852km at 118kph and Gary
Stephenson flew 816km in his Discus 2.

TROUGH
This turned out to be the strongest day of the week.
The next two days were blue and difficult. On the
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narromine cup
Ben Talbot

low near the first turnpoint, so that was a slow part. The
rest of the way to Tullibigeal was good. We followed a
street and didn’t turn much, just weaved through
trying to milk the lift.
“We turned for home with 190km to go. Bryan said
I should just drive it into the ground and take the
climbs as they were very consistent. I actually took a
few too many climbs as I arrived over Narromine at
about 4,000ft. If I hadn’t done that I could have
improved my speed.
“I had final glide about 80km out but I kept taking
climbs until about 50km out. I wanted to make sure
that I got home.
“My two days of flying with Bryan have really
boosted my experience. Bryan said it was more
pushing each other along than coaching. I was even
pushing him. When I came to Narromine I only had
about 10 hours in the ASW20 but now I have close to
30. It is a very nice glider to fly. It gives you so much
more feel than the gliders I have been flying until
now. Thanks to Craig Collings for letting me fly it.”

Ben Talbot from Mount Beauty had come up to
Narromine ahead of flying in JoeyGlide and during the
week Bryan Hayhow was coaching him, I asked Ben how
his flying had been going.
“I flew a 400km task at 115kph with Bryan. That was
my longest flight until the next day when we flew a
523km task. I continued on past Narromine and actually
flew 567km in 6h 10min. With that flight I completed my
Silver C, my Gold Distance and Diamond Goal.
“Yesterday was a nice day up about 9,000ft with
average 6 knot climbs. The task was a 523 km triangle
turning at Grenfell and Tullibigeal. Bryan warned me that
it would be soft going across the Lachlan Valley, so I
stayed high. I thought I had got out of the valley but I got

Christian Werner's
Gold Distance - just
Follow the Energy!

Christian Werner from Southern Cross GC flew his Silver
Distance on the Monday and his 300km Gold Distance on
the Tuesday. Christian, who now has around 140 hours,
started gliding at Southern Cross in 2009. Until he flew
two days with Derek Ruddock during the NSW State
comps, he had never flown cross country.
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Following the rules at Southern Cross, Christian was not
permitted to fly solo out of range of the airfield before
completing his Silver Distance. On Monday, he flew an
out-and-return to Tomingly, south of Narromine, and
got his silver. It was a very good day with clouds and
high climbs. Tuesday however was blue, low and
difficult. Many pilots landed early or didn’t fly at all. But
Christian was determined, and set off on a course to
Gilgandra in the North then Trundle in the south and
back to Narromine.
Christian said, “It was good but I got low a couple of
times. Derek escorted me for while in the DG 1000. I
owe it all to Derek. He has been my coach and a very
good one, too.
“I just kept pushing and following the energy lines. I
went almost in a straight line. Not exactly paddock to
paddock, but there were no clouds so today was all
about the ground features and energy lines. Sometimes
I found 6kts, even up to 10kts!
“Dark paddocks and whatever soaks up the most
heat will emit the most heat. Then I looked for
something to rip the air up, like a line of trees to create a
bit of turbulence and rip it up. Oh yes, the theory really
did work!
“My maximum altitude was about 6,500ft, but I got
down to about 2,000ft a couple of times. It’s land out
country, but it all went OK.”
GA

PERKOZ GETS EASA
CERTIFICATION
The Polish designers school has long
considered that carbon fibre is a
dangerous material that should be
avoided where possible when building
gliders, only excepting high performance
gliders with very thin profiles such as the
Diana/Diana 2.
The main reason for this opinion is glider
crashworthiness. Carbon fibre, though
very strong and light, is brittle, unlike
glass-epoxy, and provides pilots little or no
protection in the event of a crash.
Glass-epoxy material has many
positives, among the best known are:
l fibreglass construction provides
effective crash protection to pilots.
l fibreglass whitens as it deteriorates,
allowing easy detection.
l incidental damage is easily repaired.
Polish designers have achieved great
results building gliders with fibreglass. A
good example is the SZD-55 high
performance sailplane, of which there
are currently seven in Australia. It has
has the lowest empty weight in its class
at just 215kg, but is strong enough to
carry 190kg or more of water ballast.
Adam Kurbiel, former chief designer of
the SZD Factory and the 'father of
Jantars’, used to say, "To get good results
with fibreglass you need to employ a bit
of a thought process, but with carbonfibre you don’t have to think - it's easy
because it is light and strong."
This building philosophy was applied to
SZD-54-2 PERKOZ design.

SZD-54-2 PERKOZ
Feedback from pilots, instructors and
maintenance people was taken into
consideration when designing the SZD54-2 PERKOZ. The idea was to improve
on the existing trainer and widen the
scope of its capabilities.
Stressed to +7 -5 G, PERKOZ is now
capable of performing full aerobatics.
New wing tip extensions bring its span to
20m and increase its max L/D ratio from
37 (17.5 m ) to 42.
There are visible similarities between
the
SZD-54-2
PERKOZ
and
its
predecessor, but it also has a better
performing wing profile, NN-8, from
Jantar Std 3. The wing to fuselage
connection has changed from high-wing
in the PUCHACZ to mid-wing in PERKOZ.
Gone is the forward sweep of the wings.
The shape of the fuselage has also
changed somewhat, and so has the
shape of the horizontal and vertical
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stabilisers and control surfaces. The
horizontal stabiliser is now one piece and
returned to classic position, lower than in
PUCHACZ and aft behind the vertical
stabiliser. This change gives it classic
text-book spinning characteristics, 17.5
and 20m in both versions. Clear warning
is given when the glider approaches stall
speed, either aerodynamic buffeting or
acoustic from the stall warning device.
The cockpit controls remain effective
before going into a spin. Recovery is swift
after applying the opposite rudder,
followed by forward stick movement,
slightly over neutral position.
Other improvements:
l A long, one piece canopy with
generous frame cross-sections provides
excellent visibility for both pilots from
both seats. The locking mechanism is
strengthened and the canopy retractor
cable, prone to breakages, is now
replaced with single gas strut.
l A strengthened undercarriage
withstands larger loads, and the shock
absorbing bungie rope is replaced with a
new automotive-like shock absorber with
synthetic polymeric material rings. The
main wheel is now equipped with a
hydraulic disc TOST brake.
l After many years, the wings in
PUCHACZ had a tendency to develop
free play in the fuselage connection,
requiring the use of compensating
washers. A new aft fitting of the wing in
PERKOZ stops this tendency.
l A new test program and designs
have simplified maintenance by reducing
the number of checks necessary to keep
the glider flying. The 50 hourly and 250
hourly checks are now eliminated.
l Transparent panels in the tail section
now enable a visual check of the elevator
connections without disassembling.
In March 2009 when both technical
and flying tests were almost complete
and paperwork for the PERKOZ was to be
presented for certification, EASA
introduced Amendment 2 to CS-22
regulations. Much of the ammendment
concerned the cockpit crashworthiness
or features of the aircraft that protect the
occupants in the event of a crash. Gliders
certified after 5 March 2009 had to meet
new requirements.
The detailed consideration given to
other improvements to crashworthiness
in PERKOZ involved further delay in
certification because more testing and
more paperwork had to be done.

The following are some of the added
crashworthiness design features for the
SZD 54-2 PERKOZ as a result of the EASA
Amendment 2 including those that
attenuate deceleration and maintain a
survivable volume for the occupants in
the event of a crash.
l Extra glass rowing was added to
strengthen the cockpit's outer skin.
l Full integral inner skin and floor were
designed to further absorb impact.
(CS22.561 (b), 785 (a)).
l Wing to fuselage fittings were
modified or strengthened and tested
extensively, including tests of the 20m
version, for the event of wings folding
forwards and potentially injuring the
back seat occupant (CS22.561 (d)).
l The seating seating basins, harness
attachment and headrests were tested
thoroughly as a result of Amendment 2
of 5 Mar 2009 (CS22.561 (b), 785(a)) and
(CS22.788(c)).
l The main undercarriage was modified
and strengthened.
l The accident-resistent cockpit
features a round shaped instrument
panel and no sharp handles leavers.
SZD-54-2 Perkoz, received the Type Certificate
(TC) issued by the European Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA) under No. EASA.A.574. 6
December 2013
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speed week
The Regatta

A WORLD OF CHAMPIONS
by mike timbrell

When should you
leave a thermal?

With two World Gliding Champions, three members of the 1974 Australian
Gliding team, numerous state and national champions, a hang gliding world
podium winner, a Womens World Gliding Championship contestant and the
10th place winner at WGC Uvalde 2012, Speed Week could have been a
humbling experience for the lesser experienced pilots, but it was a warm
and friendly learning envrionment. ED
Speed Week is all about flying faster cross
country in an atmosphere of friendly
competition and, dare I say it, fun.
Four years ago Paul Mander, having
noted the need for an inter-club coaching
event in NSW, decided to fill the gap.
Gliding regattas had also largely
disappeared, although they were popular
many years ago and useful for easing
people into the competition environment
without the pressure of formal comps.

Having recently re-joined Bathurst
Soaring Club after a break of many years,
Paul decided to hold Speed Week 2013 at
West Wyalong directly after the BSC XC
Coaching Week. The program was similar
to previous years, combining a series of
presentations and workshops with a
friendly regatta allowing participants to
compare individual performance with the
rest of the field.
A total of nineteen pilots from various
clubs attended. Our coaches were four
times world champion Ingo Renner,
Dave McManus and Paul Mander. Ingo
flew up from Tocumwal leaving his
trailer at home. On Day 1 we were
treated to our own private air display
when Pilot Officer Dave McManus
returned to Williamtown via West
Wyalong in his RAAF Hawk, fresh from
the Temora Air Show.

LEFT TOP: Kerrie
Claffey, Bernie Sizer
and Chris Becek
downloading the
daily IGC files for
Team Yellow.
LEFT: West Wyalong
A/P Terminal served
as the daily lecture
and briefing room.
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This year Speed Week incorporated a
key difference from previous years. The
idea was to monitor each pilot’s progress
using measurable criteria. As principles
were introduced during the desk
sessions, our success at execution should
become evident as the week progressed.
Each pilot was asked to think about
which measurable aspects of their
personal performance could be improved
to produce faster average speeds.
Everyone wanted to fly faster but the
path to this outcome needed plotting. A
group discussion ensued to identify the
most useful performance indicators that
could be extracted from traces via See
You and then plotted for each pilot over
the week. Collectively, four figures were
identified as the most significant.
l Percentage time thermalling
l Achieved L/D
l Average Climb
l Height lost while thermalling

The last figure was an interesting one
and a new idea to most of the group.
While average climb is comparative to
others on the same task, height lost is a
direct measure of the ability to locate,
centre and use lift efficiently and
consistently.
Although all four figures were collected
and displayed for each pilot each day,
further discussion on the last regatta day
resulted in Percentage Time Spent
Thermalling and Height Lost While
Thermalling as the two most important
indicators to be carried forward as an
individual performance indicator.

Garry Speight’s Rule was introduced
as the answer, i.e. “You should leave a
thermal at the moment when you are
reasonably confident that you will find
better lift further along your track.” This
underlines the need to keep looking
forward both along your current track
and around the corner when turn points
are imminent.
Ingo Renner has long been interested
in shear wave. Having spent countless
hours exploring, he is now convinced
that the phenomenon is far more
frequent than previously believed. He
explained how shear wave is produced
when the wind velocity is both higher
and lower than that in the convecting air
mass. The appearance of ‘hooks’ in the
upper part of cumulus clouds are a sure
fire sign of its presence.
The student group represented a very
wide range of experience and the
collaborative discussion in our workshop
sessions produced an extraordinarily
helpful mine of information. The theme
of directed practice was emphasised as
the most effective way to hone skills and
improve performance.
We were entertained mid-week with a
Meet the Stars evening at what had
become gliding HQ, aka Tattersall’s Hotel.
On stage taking questions from the
gallery were Dave McManus (Junior
Worlds), Kerrie Claffey (Women’s Worlds),
Tom Claffey, Tony Tabart and Paul Mander
(Worlds) and our own World Champions
Ingo Renner and Brad Edwards. All
shared their most memorable moments
while competing at the highest level.
What a lineup! I can’t think of another
event where so many top notch glider
pilots have gathered to share their
memories and knowledge.

Midday found us on the grid
ready to launch. After our morning
session and Lyle McLean had
presented his Met report, the group
would agree on a suitable task. AATs
were standard fare with large radius
turn zones to accommodate the
range of experience among the
competitors. Many of our flying
days were challenging to some
pilots and outlandings were not
uncommon. High shear/buoyancy
ratios combined with wind and
convection heights of around
4,500ft AGL called for tactical
judgement. Nevertheless, the
greater majority got around each
day and everyone engaged the spirit of
competition and set off on task.
Each evening we analysed our traces
and reported key performance indicators
for all to see and compare. By applying
the morning's lessons, a measurable
trend of improvement was becoming
evident in many of the figures as the
week progressed.
Taking the lead from the Tour de
France, the overall leader was presented
with a yellow shirt, the stage winner with
green and the novice stage winner
sported white. The King of the Mountain,
for best average climb, wore the red
polka dotted number as modelled by
Armin Kruger. Very fetching it was on
him, too, especially when teamed with
the green stage winner’s chemise
underneath. Well flown, mate!

Outcomes
The objective was to record and
measure key performance indicators
over the week. The results below were
taken from the first six pilots on our

LEFT: Overall leader Grant Johnson, King of the
Mountain and Stage winner Armin Kruger and
Novice Stage winner Bernie Sizer.
ABOVE: Grant Johnson receives the Cumulus
Award from the previous year's winner Kevin Leo.
BELOW: The last living members of the Australian
World Gliding Championships team 1974 - Ingo
Renner, Tony Tabbart and Paul Mander, flanked
by Brad Edwards, Tom Claffey and David
McManus.
alphabetically
compiled
list
of
participants and the trend is self-evident.
It just goes to show what can be done
with a well-constructed program and
using local talent.
Speed Week gets better each year and
once again the feedback from
participants has been unfailingly positive.
Two participants have since enjoyed
success on the back of knowledge
gleaned during the regatta. HVGC
member John Tresize placed third in Club
Class in his first entry in the NSW State
Comps. From his previous personal best
of 360 kms, during December LKSC
member Bob Dircks scored two personal
best flights of 527 kms and 639 kms in
his Standard Libelle.
GA
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vintage gliding

Melbourne Cup
Vintage Rally and
Museum Open Day

By Dave Goldsmith

Twelve vintage gliders operating at Bacchus Marsh was the largest turn-up ever for the Melbourne
Cup Vintage Rally. They were two Boomerangs, VH-GQO and VH-GQY, Zephyrus VH-GHZ, two ASK13's, VH-GPY and VH-GPZ, Slingsby Dart 17R VH-IZO, K6E VH-GGV, ES-Ka6 VH-GNB, Hutter 17
VH-HNV, SZD-30 Pirat VH-GXL, and the Museum's Slingsby T31b VH-GDB and Woodstock VH-IKL.
The weather was good on three of the four days. Luckily
the cool windy day came on Sunday, so we just socialised
at the Australian Gliding Museum's open day, without the
distraction of boiling cumulus outside! The availability of
hangarage, and launching by Super Cub or winch
attracted a number of gliders, the furthest from Adelaide
in South Australia.
The rally began on Saturday 2 November 2013 with a
warm 27° C, a blue sky and a westerly breeze of up to 10
knots. After a welcome speech and operations and
weather briefing by Dave Goldsmith, flying started just
after 11am. First to break the ice, the Geelong Club's
ASK13 was launched behind the Super Cub. It was quickly
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followed by the Schneider ES60 Boomerang flown by
David Howse. Twenty minute flights were made until the
inversion broke at around 1.30pm, Bob Hickman achieving
the longest flight of the day with 4 hours 27 minutes in his
Boomerang. Jim Barton flew 66 minutes in the Museum
Woodstock, its first flight since it was kindly donated by
James Garay. Jenne Goldsmith had two flights in her little
yellow Hutter 17 on the last day before its annual
inspection was due.
Sunday's Gliding Museum open day and barbeque
attracted approximately 70 attendees. The Annual
General Meeting re-elected all previous committee
members except retiring member Peter Tantau, who was
replaced by Trevor Odering. An information and question
session followed, and then a barbeque lunch attracting 57
diners. A leisurely afternoon followed as flying for the day
was cancelled.
Thirty four gliders of all shapes and sizes are on display
in the Bruce Brockhoff Annexe of the Museum, which also
houses the winches, display cabinets, theatre and the
archive centre. The Dave Darbyshire workshop was
looking organised again, after absorbing aircraft and
equipment from the closure of the Ferntree Gully
workshop, which had introduced considerable
overcrowding. The newly completed equipment storage
shed is certainly most welcome. Work is currently taking
place on an ES-49 Wallaby, a Slingsby Skylark 4 and an
Schneider ES-59 Arrow, all of which are being restored to
flying condition. The museum also conducted two wood

OPPOSITE, MAIN PHOTO: T31b flying overhead.
OPPOSITE, BOTTOM: A colourful Pirat flown by John Ashford.
LEFT TOP: Glider to the left is the Weihe, and to the right is the
Willow Wren.
LEFT CENTRE: These two K13s were 9th and 10th off the production
line and first flew in 1967.
LEFT: The MU 13D prepares for take-off.
TOP RIGHT: Jenne Goldsmith awards a daily prize to Erik Sherwin.
ABOVE RIGHT: Luke Murray presents Bob Hickman with the award
for the longest flight of the Rally.

repair and fabric courses during the year. A large modern
display building is currently in the planning stage.
Flying resumed on Monday, when the vintage crowd
made 14 flights. The longest was flown by Eric Sherwin in
his K6E with 3 hours 39 minutes. The Pirat had three
flights, the shortest of which was an hour. John King took
an area tour in his 'gentleman's conveyance', the Dart
17R, for just under three hours, before landing in a field
15km from home.
Tuesday, a holiday in favour of the Melbourne Cup
horserace, turned on the best weather of the rally. In all,
34 flights were made, including seven by the Museum's
T31b. Another warm day with light winds until the
seabreeze came in, thermals started early and good

heights were available. Eric Sherwin again had the longest
with 2 hours 50 minutes in his K6E, while Jenne Goldsmith
flew the ESKa6 for 2 hours 10 minutes to Ballan/Fiskville
with a best height of 5,500ft. The Beaufort Club Zephyrus
was in demand with five flights, including four winch
launches. The popular ASK-13s made 18 flights, the last
landing after 8pm.
Tuesday evening's revelry, extending long into the
evening, wrapped up a pleasant four days of flying and
fellowship. Weather conditions generally were good,
boding well for the coming summer season. However, the
best part was seeing and sharing the flying of a colourful
assortment of vintage gliders, and spending time with
those who understand the pleasures of vintage gliding. GA
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operations

SPIRAL DIVES
AND LARGE SPAN GLIDERS

During the Safety Seminar at Gawler last October, I
was approached by a member who expressed
concern that while we have a strong emphasis on
spin training and recovery, he believed the same
could not be said about spiral dive recovery.
The member explained that there were gliders around that had a
propensity to spiral rather than spin and cited an article by the
late Stan Hall of the USA titled ‘Probing for the Smoking Gun’
that reviewed the fatal accident involving a large span Nimbus 4
in Nevada USA during 1999. In his article, Stan provides his own
thoughts on what happened and the reasons why, as he felt the
NTSB accident investigation report finding of ‘pilot error’ was too
simplistic. A copy of the article can be read in the Soaring
Society of Canada’s magazine ‘Freeflight’ 2/2004 available from
the SAC website.
Stan’s article highlights the problems flying large span gliders
and is worth a read. However, it is also worth noting that this is
Stan’s opinion only. Two further accidents involving Nimbus 4
in-flight break-up occurred since he wrote that article, one of
which Stan knew about but had no details of, as the investigation
had not been completed. One of these two accidents occurred in
Spain on 31 July 2000, and the other in South Africa on 22
November 2007. An earlier inflight break-up of a Nimbus 4 had
also occurred in New Zealand in January 1995 when flown in
turbulent conditions.
What these reports highlight is that large span sailplanes can
be easily upset in the right conditions, and following a spin or
spiral dive they will rapidly accelerate if inappropriate techniques
are used to recover, with structural failure a likely result.
Whereas a spin is characterised by the nose down and usually
rapid rotation of the glider with a low or flickering indicated
airspeed, a very high rate of descent and lack of response to the
ailerons and elevator, a spiral dive is different. In a spiral dive
the speed increases rapidly, the controls feel heavy but are still
effective and ‘g’ increases if the stick is held back or moved
back. The rotation rate is markedly slower than most spins, and
unless the dive is very steep the rate of descent is not usually as
high as in the spin. To recover from a spiral dive one must ease
the stick forward to reduce the ‘g’, roll the wings level using
co-ordinated ailerons and rudder, and then smoothly return to
normal flight.
Now speed can become very high in the spiral dive if the pilot
fails to recognise that it is a spiral dive, and/or does not roll level
before pulling out. There may also be a strong temptation to pull
out the airbrakes to limit the speed, usually when it is already
well past Max Rough Air.
While most airbrakes are designed to limit speed, the criteria
that define ‘speed limiting’ differ from type to type and it is not
uncommon for the ‘speed limiting’ brakes of FRP gliders to be so
only as long as the dive angle does not exceed 45°. In addition,
while airbrakes can be used at very high speeds, they aren’t
specifically designed to be opened at high speeds. If you are
going to use the airbrakes, open them before, rather than after,
exceeding the higher limit speeds.
Some of the reasons for avoiding opening the airbrakes at
very high speed are:l The forces on the airbrakes will be very high and they will
almost certainly slam open violently when unlocked.
l There will probably be damage - possibly serious - to the glider
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By Christopher Thorpe

Operations
If you have any questions
or feedback please contact me at

cop@glidingaustralia.org
Christopher Thorpe

structure, not to mention the
airbrake
mechanism.
This
damage may make it impossible
to close the airbrakes.
l
More significantly, the
redisposition of the loads around the airframe, wings in
particular, due to opening the brakes may effectively reduce the
structural strength of the glider.
If the speed is very high it is better to slow down by pulling out
without using the airbrakes. It is also a good idea to avoid rolling
level and pulling out at the same time as the stresses on the
glider in this situation are quite large.

further observations
on Spiral Dives
What is not well understood is the ease with which many
gliders will enter a spiral dive, including from a mishandled spin
entry. During flight training and reviews, checking Instructors
often fly with pilots, including some instructors, who are spin
averse. Quite often, a spin averse pilot will, at the point of the
stall-spin entry, relax the backward pressure on the stick as the
wing starts dropping, and it is from this unstalled, wing low,
diving and rolling attitude that a spiral dive begins and quickly
accelerates. This is compounded if the spiral dive is not
recognised and the pilot applies more forward elevator pressure
as per spin recovery, thereby steepening the dive and increasing
airspeed further. If the pilot then pulls back on the elevator when
high airspeed is recognised, this will cause an increased rate of
turn and higher ‘g’ loadings, with a substantial increase in the
risk of damage and injury.
Most instructors will attest that inadvertent spiral dives from
mishandled spin entries are commonplace. For example,
Puchacz gliders are often cited as a readily spinning type but
they will easily enter a spiral dive from a mishandled spin entry
just from relaxing back pressure on the elevator near the stall.
The DG1000 and Janus will also easily enter a spiral dive from an
incipient spin attitude, and will accelerate very quickly given
their low drag. It is for this reason that we do not have to
intentionally demonstrate spiral dives and recoveries.
That said, if a student or pilot under review inadvertently fails
to enter a spin and instead starts a spiral dive, this must be
corrected immediately and the symptoms of spiral dive entry
identified. These symptoms must be contrasted with the very
different symptoms of stall and spin. As previously stated, to
recover from a spiral dive the pilot must find the horizon, roll
wings level, ease out of the dive, and only use airbrakes if 'g'
loadings are low.

1. www.ntsb.gov/investigations/fulltext/AAB0206.html
2. www.sac.ca/index.php?option=com_docman&task=
doc_download&gid=218&Itemid=88
3. www.fomento.gob.es/NR/rdonlyres/F5ECB77D-9D11-425A-9AA9ED7A7C68CB45/11977/2000_028_A_ENG.pdf
4. www.caa.co.za/resource%20center/accidents%20&%20incid/
reports/2007/8395.pdf
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CASA OverSeeing SAfety
in SpOrt AviAtiOn
AustralianSport aviation, a term that
encompasses a variety of light aviation
from fixed wing to flex wing to gyros,
gliders to ballooning, hang gliding,
parachuting, warbirds and models,
represents almost half of all aviation
activity in Australia.
An Australian Transport Safety Bureau
(ATSB) study, AR-2013-067, released in
late October 2013, states that in the
years 2003–2012, reporting of safety
incidents in this sector grew tenfold,
largely reflecting significant change in
Australian recreational aviation. "More
pilots, are taking up the opportunities
offered by recreational aviation as
opposed to using VH-registered aircraft,"
the reports says, based on factors such
as "aircraft purchase and operating cost,
maintenance, access to training, and
licensing requirements." Sadly, this
growth is reflected in a corresponding
increase in sport aviation accidents and
incidents, including 21 fatalities in 2013
as of October 2013.
The greatest number of incidents
involving recreational aviation in reports
to the ATSB involved airspace incursions
in controlled airspace, generally
reported by air traffic control. The
remaining incidents involving restricted
airspace in Western Australia;
Edinburgh, South Australia and
Amberley, Queensland.
In 2013, CASA’s sport aviation office,
SASAO - or more accurately, the SelfAdministering Sport Aviation
Organisations’ section - doubled its
efforts to improve sport aviation’s safety
performance.
The sport aviation team is now a
regular sight at the many recreational
aviation fly-ins around the country, such
as the annual Easter NatFly, the
September 2013 AusFly at Narromine,
as well as the many smaller gatherings
of sport aviation enthusiasts held
regularly. At these events, the sport
aviation team works with the various
sport organisations to raise awareness
of safety issues such as aircraft
airworthiness, being appropriately
qualified and certified, and being well
prepared for a flight by checking
weather and notams - notices to airmen.
Kevin Scrimshaw, CASA safety
assurance officer in the sport aviation
office, says, "When we first started
doing ramp checks at these events, we
were treated with scepticism, but now

we have a lot of support. It’s turning
people’s thinking around and they see
ramp checks for what they are, a way of
educating pilots, of giving us assurance
that you’re meeting safety requirements.
If you deliberately break the rules, we’ll
enforce them. If pilots are doing the
right thing, then it won’t be an issue."
Ramp checks are an important
element of every aviation regulator’s
surveillance functions, and the multidisciplinary sport aviation team also
takes the opportunity of these
gatherings to give presentations, and
has talked to pilot groups on topics such
as ‘Demystifying Ramp Checks’ and the
range of safety resources CASA
produces for pilots and engineers, such
as Out-n-Back, OnTrack and the flight
planning kit, and to talk one-on-one with
sport aviation participants.
Where pilots who have been ramp

checked are members of one of the
sport aviation organisations such as
Recreational Aviation Australia (RA-Aus),
the Australian Sports Rotorcraft
Association (ASRA), or the Hangliding
Federation of Australia (HGFA), CASA
provides a synopsis to the respective
organisation in the interests of
highlighting such issues and
communicating them to their members.
"While, for example," Scrimshaw
explains, "the majority of pilots who
have been ramp checked have been
carrying electronic flight bags (EFBs) and
also carrying charts as a redundancy if
their EFB fails, some pilots are still not
adequately prepared, either carrying no
charts, or ones that are out of date.
SASAO is also taking a holistic
approach to sport aviation safety,
encouraging the uptake of safety
management systems in the various
sport aviation organisations in
anticipation of the requirements expected
to be reflected in CASR Part 149.

The low-level beat up
Resist the urge ... it’s just a
dumb way to die
CASAbriefing

@CASAbriefing

phone 131 757

www.casa.gov.au
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interview

intangible quality
At the Speed Week coaching regatta at West Wyalong in November, Sean Young joined World Gliding Champions
Ingo Renner and Brad Edwards in a side room as the two giants of Australian gliding attempted to pinpoint the
qualities that make a champion. It turns out to be simpler than you might think - but a lot more hard work.

Here are some excerpts from their conversation. Brad
wanted to know if Ingo could pinpoint the essential
qualities that some people possess, or are able to
develop, in order to achieve the ultimate goal of winning a
world championship.
Brad asked, “Ingo, I have been asked many times to give
the five minute answer on how to win a world
championships. There is no five minute answer. It involves
a lot of hard work, dedication and focus - all those things.
“I'd like to know what your view is regarding the differences
between winning the comp and not winning. Sometimes
there is luck, but there is certainly another element that we
can’t define. It would be nice to quantify what it is, touch on
those moments when the decisions we have to make are
really difficult, and yet for some reason, you make the correct
decisions. What is it that we actually do in those situations
that is different to what others might do?
Ingo said, “Looking back at my life, I won my first world
championships when I was 35 years old and won the last
one when I was 47. So between those years I had my peak
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- the best power of concentration and also enough
experience. You have to have years of experience to win a
world comp, combined with strong concentration.
“There have been some younger world champions like
Sebastian Kawa and Helmut Reichmann, who won their
first championship events when they were in their early
twenties. There are always exceptions. But with me it was
slow progress and hard work towards that goal.”
BE “The other skill that fascinates me, is when you're
able to make intuitive decisions. One of the classic ones
that people talk with you about, Ingo, is when we were at
Hobbs and you won the World Championships. It was blue
and there were big, big glides between thermals, but you
pushed on and pushed on until you found the next ten
knot thermal.
“Can you give a bit of an insight into what actually
happens when you do that, and why you found the ten
knot thermal when no one else did?”
IR “I had spent quite some time in Hobbs before the
World Championships. I rented a motor glider and flew to

all the turnpoints. There were a lot of them but I knew them
all, what they looked like and what the countryside around
them was like, the surfaces, the possibility of producing
thermals, and I memorised it all. So I was well prepared,
maybe better prepared than anybody else.”
BE “I remember from the old days, we developed a
database of thermal sources in the task area. So you gain a
mental picture of the thermal sources."
IR "It is important to know the countryside where you
are flying the comp. If you are completely new to the area
you have very little chance of winning."
BE "I did that at Uvalde as well, I flew to every turnpoint
on the list.
“I remember the day when I realised that you actually
memorised the good thermal sources. I got a 16 knot
thermal to the east of Tocumwall, and when we got back
Shane McCaffrey said, ‘Brad got an 18 knot thermal!’ You
came over to me and wanted to know exactly where I got
that thermal. I thought, ahhh, this is very interesting.”
IR “It is still a hotspot today!”
Then I asked them, “How did you know where to find the
best thermal sources?”
IR “I looked at geological maps with soil types from the
Department of Agriculture. They show sand, sandy loam,
loam, clay and all different sorts of soils. Clay is very bad
for thermals, for example, and sand is very good. So, once
you know where all these sandy patches are, then you can
fly from one to another.
“I figured it in 1976 when we flew the world comps out in
Finland, because the countryside is full of lakes and forest.
In the forest were big patches of granite rocks from the last
ice age, which heat up very well. But the water does not
heat up at all, so you have to know where the rocks are,
and you have to find maps that shows them. That was the
first time I became interested in the surface, and I applied
that later to Australia.”
I asked Ingo, “So what makes a champion, is it genius or
is it hard work?”
IR “It’s work, because figuring out the map and so on,
that’s work isn’t it? Also, you have to work on your soaring
and thermalling method until it becomes routine. That way,
you don’t need to spend any further power of concentration
on it anymore. You just plan the next step of your flight
while you are thermalling. You can plan your entry into the
next turnpoint, for example, which is quite important. With
a tail wind you want to be as high as possible, and with a
headwind you want to be as low as you dare!”
BE “Remember the Course Week we did at Tocumwall
with Terry Cubley and Norm Bloch? One day Norm went
around a turnpoint very low and then got a climb from
500ft and it made a big difference. We actually tried these
things ourselves. These concepts were raised by Ingo at

briefing in the morning and during the day we went out
and proved that they actually work.”
IR “We had one experiment where we placed a glider in
the centre of a thermal and two other gliders on the
outside in the adjacent air. We saw that the wind was much
stronger on the outside and the thermal was not moving as
fast. That proved the theory of shear wave.”
BE “Yes, it did. It also proved a concept that I had never
known about, which Ingo pointed out, that the thermal
doesn’t move as fast as the wind. A thermal is a mass, and
it takes a while to accelerate a mass.
“The great thing about that course was that we came
back with a much greater mental picture of what was going
on in the air each particular day. By theoretically looking at
the thermal structure and what happens when the wind
was blowing from a particular direction, we found we were
much better able to determine where to find the next one,
and that helped free up our concentration as well.”
I asked, “So, dedicated application, like scientists?”
IR “Yes, that's what we did.”
BE “It was a bit of a science in those days. A lot of great
scientists were at work on it, producing papers and books.”
IR “I remember when we would go to world competitions,
each event would have a scientific meeting running parallel
to it - OSTIV Congress. When we had a no-contest day we
sat in on the lectures.
“Helmut Reichmann was a university professor. I think he
was the only professor in the world who taught gliding at
university.”
BE “He was a very interesting character who enlightened
me and many others. He used to come to Australia in the
early seventies. That was a great boost for Australian
gliding. He introduced concepts we hadn’t heard of before.”
I asked, “Ingo, have you written any books?”
IR No, I’m not a writer, just a pilot.
BE A very good one.
You can see the video of the discussion at

www.glidingaustralia.org/videos
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the six ps or how to fly cross country
David JAnsen has has represented Australia at four

by DAVID JANSEN

World Gliding Championships, Uvalde (USA), Borlange
(Sweden), Omarama (New Zealand) and Saint Auban
(France). Here, David shares some of his secrets for
'finding your way through the sky'.

Here is my take on how to get from A to B in the most
efficient manner in a machine that has no engine.
MY two mantras
l Always be aware of the big picture
l Be willing to take a small loss OR more than

likely you'll have to take a big one.

The Six Ps
Prior
Precision
Planning
Prevents Poor Performance
If you are planning to go flying, how far ahead do you
look? In my case the planning for special endeavours is
weeks or months or even years in the preparation.
As an example, after completing a 1,000km FAI triangle
out of Kingaroy a few years back, I now believe it is
possible to complete a 1,250km triangle as well. My
preparation began by visiting the BOM web site and
extracting copies of the synoptic charts from the days
when others have completed big flights in Eastern Australia.
These charts are now displayed on the hangar wall in
front of my glider so I can see them every day, and
typically they show a large high pressure system located in
the Tasman Sea directing a slack northerly stream over the
eastern part of the continent. So now I have an idea of the
type of met situation that I might need to be looking for.
Next I prepared the tasks. Kingaroy by location does not
lend itself to the 'start on leg' option available for flights
above 300km according to the sporting code, so these are
two turnpoint tasks with a start and finish line. One travels
northwest to Emerald and the other southwest into
northern NSW. Both have a leg along the western road to
Charleville, which is relatively populated and has a few
airfields on the way. These tasks can be flown in either
direction depending on the day.
There is some pretty interesting country between
Emerald and the second turnpoint. Flying south or north
over the Carnarvon State Forest presents a few challenges
in opportunities to land safely. This leg should be flown
during the best part of the day with cloud base around
10,000ft, however I have scoured the area on Google Earth
and also sourced other data on Australia County Airstrips.
I’ve prepared a database of possible landing opportunities
and these as well as the tasks are already loaded into the
glider's database ready for a simple declaration and fly.
I’ve worked out my tow heights and start/finish heights and
have these written on the task sheets, which are also printed
and hung on the hangar wall. I’ve wired the glider with a 2.1A
USB output so I can carry a phone or Ipad with the OzRunways
maps and communications data for Brisbane in case I need to
find help on a VHF frequency. It also helps that the solar
panels can keep everything fully charged or can re-charge
items if I’m on the ground in a remote location.
I’ve stocked the hangar cupboard with small bottles of water
that can be located in the limited cockpit space to supplement
the camelback behind the seat and there are snacks ready to
go in sealed containers - to keep the mice out! - that can be
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loaded into the glider on the morning of departure.
This type of flying is all about how much can I preprepare so that I can minimise my workload in the limited
time I have to get ready to launch on the day and thus
reduce the chance of error or omission.
This sort of planning can be applied to even the
smallest of goals, from your 50km C certificate flight right
up to your first 1,000km flight if that is your ambition.

J UNIOR W G C

Peter Trotter
National coaching coordinator

NARROMINE 2015

peter.trotter6@bigpond.com

The junior national championships, JoeyGlide, were held
at Narromine in December 2013, serving as the first
selection year for the Junior World Gliding Championship
due to take place at Narromine in December 2015. Next
season is the Championship’s second selection year and
includes the pre-world competition, also at Narromine.
At the recent JoeyGlide, 24 pilots entered for competition
and many others attended for coaching. The pilots came
from all over Australia, New Zealand, Poland and the UK.
As a result of the effort these pilots are putting in,
including competing in Europe and turning up early to
JoeyGlide get current, they are developing rapidly.
One junior pilot flew his first 50km flight just before
attending JoeyGlide, and then completed every task
during the week, finishing with a 450km flight at over
100kph.
GFA Coaching is supporting these pilots in anyway we
can. We want to make the most of the two year lead time
remaining before the Junior Worlds to help our pilots
achieve podium finishes. Bryan Hayhow has taken on the

role of Development Coach, working
with any junior pilot willing to put in
the effort to improve, and John
Buchanan is the Performance Coach
helping the junior squad to learn
how to fly faster.
As a number of junior pilots have
also expressed an interest in working with an individual
coach closer to their home airfield, Bryan is making
arrangements for that to happen.
If you have a junior at your club, putting them in touch
with the Joeyglide movement will increase their enjoyment
of gliding and encourage them to stay with gliding.
BELOW LEFT: John Buchanan, Junior Performance Coach.
BELOW RIGHT: Bryan Hayhow, Junior Development Coach with Ben
Talbot at Narromine in November. You can see an interview with
Bryan and Ben talking about the Junior coaching program at

www.glidingaustralia.org/videos

Day to Day Flying
In terms of your day to day flying, it’s more about
scanning the whole sky all the time and seeing what is
likely to affect the future of the flight. For example, is that
cirrus just a small band that will temporarily reduce the
heating or is it likely to thicken and cut off the heating
altogether?
Another example might be, is there going to be lift in
that blue hole ahead and where can I get high before
flying out into it? Invariably if you leave the high climb to
the last cumulus you’ll find that it doesn’t work, leaving
you with no option but to back track or head out low into
the blue. Always try and stay ahead of the game and
anticipate if you can traverse a dead area at high speed,
or if you need to slow it back to 75kts and extend the
glide right now!

stay in the upper part
of the lift band
The second mantra is a little simpler in its execution. I
always try and stay in the upper part of the lift band. To do
this I will often take a 5 knot climb on a 10 knot day.
Let’s say the day is going to 11,000ft with 10 knot
climbs available. Typically I would endeavour to stay
above 8,000ft on a day like this however in order to do so
I have to accept that I will not be able to push on looking
for the big climb every time.
If I do not accept that 5 knot climb passing 7,000ft then
more often than not I’ll be taking 4kts at 3,000ft or even
less lower down. I only need to take the 5 knot climb until
I’m relatively happy that I can move onto the bigger climb
further down the road so it might only be a 1,000ft climb
before I leave. What I am trying to avoid is the 3kt climb
from 2,000ft back to 7,000ft.

Stay high, stay connected
and keep moving
Slow down if you have to in order to get to the next
climb, as the lift strength you use is more critical than
your inter-thermal speed.

2014 National Gliding School Basic Sailplane Engineering
Engines and Systems
to be held at the

Waikerie Gliding Club, 22nd to 29th March 2014
Expressions of interest are sought for the following course vacancies:
1. Engine and systems inspection and routine servicing (2 Stroke, 4 Stroke, Radial, Rotary or Turbine)
2. Minor and Major Overhaul
3. Standard Repairs FRP (Minor)
4. Survey and Life Extension Inspections
There will be limited positions available on all four courses so register without delay to avoid
disappointment.
Who should attend?
The four courses are aimed at individuals who are interested in the inspection, maintenance and repair of
powered sailplanes. Any GFA member may attend regardless of experience level. Training will start from
basic principles and progress up to advanced topics such as engine overhauls.

Clubs are strongly encouraged to nominate and sponsor interested individuals.
Meals and accommodation will be available at the Waikerie Gliding Club, and transfers to and from
Adelaide Airport can be arranged. Please contact the Chairman of the GFA Airworthiness Department at
cad@glidingaustralia.org for more details or Waikerie Gliding Club at hudson@senet.com.au.
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airworthiness
SAILPLANE CORROSION

airworthiness

Corrosion is one of the most damaging and
widespread problems that the aviation maintenance
fraternity must contend with throughout the world.
It has been prevalent since the Wright brothers first
started to build aeroplanes and will continue for as
long as aircraft are constructed using metals and
alloys. Corrosion investigation and prevention is an
ongoing task and is required to ensure the
continued airworthiness of the sailplane!

cad@glidingaustralia.org

By Stuart Addinell
Chairman, GFA Airworthiness Department

welded. This completes the anode-cathode circuit, and
now all that is needed is water to be present for the union
to begin corroding. Many pushrod assemblies are
particularly susceptible to corrosion attacks for this reason.
Water can ingress via the small witness hole, remain
present for extended durations and begin to damage the
pushrod assembly from the inside out.

Figure 2
The photograph shows a pushrod that looks unaffected
on the outside but severely corroded on the inside. This
pushrod was taken from a Schempp-Hirth Discus airbrake
assembly. Upon investigation, it was found that the aircraft
is routinely filled with water ballast and to maximize
aileron authority during aero-tow launch, full airbrakes are
deployed during initial ground roll. Water ballast seeps
from the vent holes during launch, back into the airbrake
box and into the pushrod via the witness hole. Here the
water remains and is allowed to corrode the pushrod
internally. This corrosion was initially spotted with a small
light during a routine inspection and the cut-out was made
only for the purposes of the photograph.

Figure 3

Figure 1
The damage caused by corrosion and the reduction in
structural strength can be significant, dangerous and
costly. Unfortunately, corrosion and its effects can be very
difficult to find and in many cases remain undetected for
years. This can be in non-critical areas such as
undercarriage door retract components, but also more
critical primary flight control circuits.

Corrosion only occurs when
the following is present:
1. A corrodible metal or alloy (anode);
2. A dissimilar conductive material that has a lesser
tendency to corrode (cathode);
3. An electrolyte (usually water); and
4. Electrical contact between the anode and the cathode.
The elimination of any of the above conditions will halt
the corrosion process. Sailplane manufacturers go to
great lengths to maximize resistance to corrosion for all
sailplane components. This includes painting metal
components, anodizing and zinc plating. Most control
push rods are prepared with an etch primer and painted,
many metal components that are epoxied in place are
zinc plated and a few machined aluminum components
are hard anodized. Each of these methods is highly
effective in corrosion control.
As with many aircraft components and sub assemblies,
metal objects are routinely screwed together, riveted or
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This image shows external corrosion on a pushrod. The
pitting and weakening of the structure is evident. When a
pushrod is subjected to corrosion such as this with pitting
this deep, the pushrod requires replacing.
Another area of concern for corrosion is within the
cockpit, mainly due to subjecting these systems regularly
to perspiration from the pilot, high wear where paint
becomes chipped and missing, and a lack of adequate
cleaning to reduce buildup of grime when required. Items
like control columns, airbrake and flap handles, and trim
systems are particularly susceptible and require regular
inspection.
Most paints can mask the initial stages of corrosion,
however since corrosion products - the flakey/powdery
material produced as a result of corrosion - occupy more

Figure 2

Figure 3
volume than the original metal, painted surfaces should
be inspected for irregularities such as blistering, cracking,
lumpiness and flaking.
A typical corrosion treatment includes a chemical paint
stripper, physical rust removal technique such as abrasive
blasting, rust neutralizer, etch primer and a final
enameled paint finish.
It is paramount that any corrosion treatment on metal
or aluminum components be done in accordance with the
manufacturer’s guidelines. It is not sufficient to simply
sand the affected area and spray the component with a
can of spray from the local hardware store. In most cases
this will not only fail in preventing the return of the
corrosion but will actually make the problem significantly
worse. This will be discussed in detail.
Some abrasive papers actually encourage the onset of
corrosion. These include silicon carbide (wet and dry),
emery, carborundum, crocus cloths and wheels, and steel
wool. In particular, the use of silicon carbide impregnated
papers should be avoided, particularly on aluminum and
magnesium alloys. The grain structure of carborundum is
very sharp and the material is so hard that the individual
grains will penetrate and embed themselves in the metal
surface and become points of future corrosion activity.
Emery paper used on aluminum or magnesium can
stimulate corrosion by embedding iron-oxide particles in
the base metal. Only under significant optical
magnification can an assessment be made to ensure no
unwanted abrasive particles are remaining in the base
metal and for this reason its use should be avoided.
Sailplane inspectors need to understand the effects of
the equipment and procedures they use in their daily
repair and maintenance routines to ensure that the steps
they take today will not cause further airframe or
component corrosion in the future. When aircraft were
expected to have limited operational lives, the selection
of the proper types of abrasive materials was of little
consequence.
Today, with the extension of sailplane service lives far
beyond that which was originally intended by the
designers and manufacturers, we must do everything we
can to eliminate practices that may actually create
additional maintenance requirements in the future. It is
much easier to prevent corrosion than it is to deal with its
consequences, especially when generated by the use of
an incorrect abrasive paper.

The most common aluminium used in aircraft structures
and skin is an alloy consisting of aluminium and copper.
Aluminium is very easily corroded and forms aluminium
oxide as a product of the chemical reaction. Fortunately
aluminium oxide bonds very well to the underlying metal
and this actually provides a protective coating which
prevents further corrosion. Pure aluminium produces the
best aluminium oxide coating. To take advantage of this,
many aircraft are manufactured from alclad. This is a
product where a thin layer of pure aluminium is coated
onto the stronger alloy of aluminium and copper so
providing improved corrosion resistance.
The most common form of corrosion seen on aluminium
sailplane skins is pitting corrosion which starts with a
small defect, often a stone chip on the leading edge of a
wing, which disrupts the protective coating and allows
corrosion to propagate. Other typical alloying materials
are Magnesium and Silicon. These alloy metals are often
used in structural components and fabricated using an
extrusion process. These components have a higher
susceptibility to exfoliation corrosion. Exfoliation is
corrosion between the grains of the material and is
characterised by swelling and the production of a white
powdery oxide dust. This is evident in Figure 4.

Figure 4
Products of corrosion
Oxidation is different to corrosion. Unlike the corrosion
found on metal components, oxidation can also affect
non-metal components. A poorly cared for FRP aircraft will
have signs of oxidation on the gelcoat surface finish. This
is evidenced by the chalky white powdery finish that the
surface exhibits when touched. This oxidation can only be
removed by abrasives, either in the form of a cutting
compound and machine buff, or by a light sanding of 800
grit wet and dry and successively finer grades to restore
the lustre. This oxidation is a continuous process and
must be routinely removed. This is done by regular
polishing at 6 month intervals at least of the gelcoat and
to a lesser extend polyurethane based surface finishes. GA
Figure 4
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letters
Letters to tHe editor
Please send letters with the heading
'Letter to the Editor'
to GLIDING AUSTRALIA
Email: editor@glidingaustralia.org
The deadline is the 15th of the month
prior to publication, every second
month.
We welcome comments and feedback on
all gliding related subjects. We would
particularly appreciate hearing from
readers about what you would like to see
in your magazine, whether you intend
your letter for publication or not. Please
feel free to call, email or write to me at
any time. ED

is gLiding reaLLY
tHat easY?
The proposal in the Nov/Dec 2013 Gliding
Australia edition ‘Back To Gliding’, appealing
for the utilization of non-gliding instructors to
train pilots to glide, interested me greatly. I
started out with hang gliders in my university
days and then moved into gliding where I
have instructed and held a PPL and tow rating
for over 30 years. Most of the last 12 years of
instructing has been in Touring Motor Gliders
(TMGs) of which I have flown seven types. I’d
like to think that I’ve developed some feel for
the range of operational requirements.
The article’s author has been familiar with
gliding and soaring for a similar lengthy
timeframe as I although I started a little later in
life than him. The wonderful thing about being
well versed in any field of endeavour is that a
core skill set becomes well ingrained over
time and is performed increasingly
subconsciously, much like changing gears in a
vehicle fitted with manual transmission.
Anyone who has been driving a manual for
quite a while has no need to think about the
actions of coordinating the clutch with the
accelerator while driving. Those actions
eventually just become second nature.
Those of us who have been gliding for
decades have gradually and incrementally
acquired a skill set over time that is unique
among all other fields of aviation. The
comprehensive understandings, training
processes, challenges and skills required of
and necessary to safe and efficient gliding and
soaring are available nowhere outside of the
gliding movement. It is easy to underestimate
the significance of what we do as glider pilots
through our long term familiarity, yet much of
what we do keeps us safe and indeed alive
only through the application of highly
specialized skills.
It’s a mistake to focus on aircraft or glider
type rather than the skill set. Whether a SLG
(Self-Launching Glider), a TMG or a glider, it's
not so much the capabilities of the aircraft but
how the pilot is able to employ those
capabilities that counts. I know that a Yak 52

will soar at idle in wave lift greater than
1,000fpm (thank you, Brett Emeny). It was
neither the aircraft nor his significant power
experience, but the soaring skill of the pilot
that made this possible.
As the distinction between all types of sport
aircraft diminishes over time through
increasingly rapid technological development,
more and more sport aircraft will provide a
wider range of operating capabilities, including
the capability to soar. It will always still be the
appropriate training of the pilot that largely
determines the type of flying possible and the
safety and efficiency of that flying.
Chris Thorpe explained in his accompanying
response to the article that Touring Motor
Gliders are designed to be flown, as their title
implies, as gliders, but also have a self
launching and touring capability. They are
manufactured primarily for this purpose. They
are not a de facto C152 or Jabiru with the
added novel capability of flying engine off on
occasion, even though this appeals to some.
He also pointed out the generous options
for alternative training of key aspects of the
Powered Sailplane Syllabus, specifically
acknowledging the relevance of the accessible
skill base of the RA-Aus and GA instructing
fraternity in powered operations. In other
words, ‘horses for courses’.
I can fully understand the author’s
frustration at the inconvenience of accessing
TMGs through the traditional club structure.
This is something that I am careful to point out
to prospective students before they
commence MG training to ensure that they
are fully informed of the access challenges our
sport. TMGs can be and are accessed through
gliding clubs, however, I totally agree that
their independent operating qualities need to
be better incorporated alongside conventional
club gliding operations. This is a growing
challenge for both GFA and clubs with the
steady growth in motor glider numbers.
I am particularly concerned however that
proposals to make gliding more accessible
outside of the gliding movement seem to
primarily acknowledge the knowledge base of
other arms of sport flying only. Supporting
suggestions that downplay the significance of
specific gliding skills at best diminish and at worst
ignore, the critical importance of key components
of gliding training. This isn't a pious attempt at
self justification but an acknowledgement and
celebration of the unique skill set, relative to other
forms of aviation, afforded through gliding.
Identifying thermal sources, centring
techniques, cross country flying efficiencies,
interpreting the soaring potential of weather
inflight, gaggling, systematic outlanding
considerations where the landing is actually
completed to end of roll, and consistent
engine off circuits and landings - as should
generally be carried out by TMGs, are just a

few of the specialized skills rarely found
outside of gliding. The vast majority of sport
and commercial power pilots would find any
of these quite confronting if they had not
previously received comprehensive gliding
training in each of them.
Standards high enough to instruct in these
areas just can’t be attained through some
‘extra’ training or conversion, irrespective of
the talent or powered experience of the
instructor. They can only be acquired through
gliding experience and exposure. I have had
the opportunity to introduce a number of
current and experienced civilian and military
power pilots to gliding over the years, as
would many other experienced instructors.
My observations are that the power novices
almost invariably found that gliding and
especially soaring entailed a much steeper
learning curve and greater challenge than any
had expected.
We do our sport and ourselves a huge
disservice if we let claims to the contrary go
unchallenged.
Laurie Hoffman
Sydney Motor Glider Flight Group
Camden NSW

GFA club list
Uplease send any corrections,
updates, additions for inclusion
in the club list to
sean@glidingaustralia.org
716 Flight gliding Club

JOperations weekends, Public Holidays and
school holidays. Club aircraft 1 two seater.
Tel# 08 9571 7800

2 Wing AAFC

Operations from Warwick airfield shared with
Southern Down GC. E, Located 12km NW of
Warwick on Warwick-Allora back Rd, L at hall.
Other locations as directed by the FLTCDR 229
FLT (AAFC). Operations are aerotow on 1st
Sunday and third weekend of every month
plus first week of school holidays. Club fleet 2
x two seaters and single seat with Tug.
Facilities include own hangar complex. 20
members. Tel# 07 3879 1980.
www.2wg.aafc.org.au

AdelAide soAring Club

Operations every day except Tuesday and
Christmas day
Hangars, Bar, Clubrooms, Bunkhouse, Caravan
park, Camp sites, Workshop, Club leases airfield
Easter Regatta (April), Gawler Week (December),
Flinders Ranges camp (May) Gawler (YGAW)
-Ward Belt Road Gawler
P.O. Box 94, Gawler, SA 5118 Tel (08) 8522 1877,
Fax: (08) 8522 3177 Aerotow, Piper Pawnee (BOT
PIT)
www.adelaidesoaring.on.net

AdelAide university gliding Club

soaring endorsement
As a Ximango owner with 1200+ hours on
type, I enjoyed reading Barry Hendy’s account
of his RA-Aus to motorglider experiences. I also
operate an ASH26E and, before that, a PIK20E2.
So, with another 1800 hours on SLGs, pure
gliders and complex single-engine GA aircraft, I
feel I can see both sides of the story.
The utility and enjoyability of such Touring
Motor-Gliders (TMGs) makes them a worthy
addition to, though not a replacement for,
conventional gliders and Self-Launching
Gliders (SLGs). Clubs could offer existing and
new members a wider range of experiences
with a TMG online.
However, I felt Chris Thorpe’s Ops Panel
view was very limited and appeared to focus
purely on SLGs, such as the ASH26E, ignoring
TMGs like the Dimona, Ximango and the slew
of newer ones. Functionally, the RA-Aus
training model seems much more appropriate
to TMGs than the GFA model because, except
for engine off operations, TMGs operate
identically to RA-Aus, albeit we’re usually 20
kts faster. I do accept that there is wide
variation in the handling capabilities of TMGs
but any such issues are usually much closer to
RA-Aus aircraft handling than glider handling.
Whatever the current rules or mindsets, we
ought to be able to offer a soaring
endorsement to a TMG owner or operator so
they can safely and legally experience the joy
of soaring and gliding landings.
John Gwyther

Operations from Stonefield with Barossa Valley
Gliding Club. Winch launching weekends and
public Holidays year round. Facilities include,
Clubhouse, bunkhouse, toilets, showers, Kitchen,
BBQ area and entertainment. The club owns 5
gliders including 2 x two seaters, 4 private
gliders. 22 members. Tel 0412 870 963. www.
augc.on.net

Air CAdet gliding Club

Gawler airfield – Two Wells road Gawler. Facilities
and operations shared with Adelaide Soaring
Club. Located at: -34° 36' S, 138° 43' E.
Operations weekend sand school holidays or by
arrangement. Aerotow and self launch. 2 private
two seater motor gliders. Clubhouse, Bunkhouse
and briefing room. 13 members. Tel 08 8522
1877.

AliCe springs gliding Club

Located at Bond Springs 20km’s North of Alice
Springs.-. Winch launching Saturdays and public
Holidays. 4 club aircraft including 2 x two
seaters. Facilities include Club house, camp
sites, Hangars, Toilet/shower. 20 members. Tel
08 8952 6384.

bAlAklAvA gliding Club

Weekend operations by winch 10km’s NW of
Balaklava on the Whitwarta Road. Tel 08 8864
5062. Located at. 4 Club aircraft including 2 x
two seaters, 10 private gliders. Facilities
include Bar, Canteen, clubhouse, caravan
Park, camp sites, workshop, Hangar sites,
Club owns Airfield. 49 members. www.bgc.asn.au

bAllArAt gliding Club

15 members operating from the Ballarat
airfield. Airport Road Ballarat. 47.5 E Tel 5339
2444. Aerotow operations most weekends or
by arrangement. Single club two seater.
Access to hangarage and airport facilities for
Bar, showers and rooms.

bArossA vAlley gliding Club

Stonefield, 16km East of Truro, L 5km, behind
Stonefield church, Tel 08 8564 0240, Winch
operations weekends and public holidays or
by arrangement. 2 club Gliders including 1 x
two seater, 5 private gliders. Facilities include
canteen, clubhouse, caravan park, camp sites
workshops, Hangarage and spare sites. Club
owns airfield. 7 members.

bAthurst soAring Club

Pipers Field - (On Fremantle Rd, 1.5km from
Eglinton) E. Tel: (02) 6337 1180. Aerotow
operations weekends and public Holidays. Club
has two tugs and 7 gliders including 4 two
seaters. Private fleet is 24 aircraft. Club Facilities
include: Clubhouse, ablution block, Caravan
park with Power, Hangars, Full Kitchen,
Dormitory. www.bathurstsoaring.org.au

beAuFort gliding Club

Shared facilities with VMFG and Geelong GC at
Bacchus Marsh airfield. 26 members, Aerotow
by arrangement with GGC and VMFG,
operations on weekends and public Holidays. 4
club aircraft with 2 two seaters, 17 private
gliders. www.beaufortgc.org.au Tel 03 9497 2048

bendigo gliding Club

Borough Road Raywood. Operates weekend
and public Holidays. Hanger, workshop, kitchen
and club room with Showers and ablutions.
Winch launching, own airfield. Tel (03)5436
1518. The club fleet comprises a two seat
trainer and single seat glider. There are 27
other private aircraft on site. 31 members
www.bendigogliding.org.au

boonAh gliding Club

is in South-East Queensland about 25 minutes
south of Ipswich. Contact the Boonah Gliding
Club via Email infomail@boonahgliding.com.au for
any queries
7 days a week. If you wish to speak to
someone about bookings, call our mobile 0407
770 213.
www.boonahgliding.com.au

bordertoWn-keith gliding Club

Western Hwy 5kms west of Bordertown, Tel 08
8752 1321. Operations by winch every
Saturday or all year by arrangement. 5 club
aircraft including 2 x two seaters, 1 private
glider. Bar canteen, clubhouse, bunkhouse,
Caravan Site, Camp Sites. 23 members.

bundAberg gliding inC

Elliott Gliding field, Childers Hwy Bundaberg,
Tel 0417 071 157, Winch operations weekends
and public Holidays. Club Fleet includes 1 single
seat and 1 two seat glider, Private fleet 1 x 2
seat glider. Club Facilities: Clubhouse, Area
available for camping & caravans, 2 hangars.
Grass and sand runways. www.gliding.inbundy.
com.au 15 members.

byron gliding Club inC.

CentrAl CoAst soAring Club

Bloodtree Road, Mangrove Mountain NSW
2250, Tel 02 4363 9111. Rope Winch
operations Thursday, Saturday and Sundays. 5
club aircraft including 2 two seaters, one
private glider. Club facilities, workshop, hangar
and clubhouse. 40 members. www.ozstuff.com.
au/ccsoaring

CentrAl QueenslAnd gliding Club

Gliding Club Road, Dixalea, 90km's south of
Rockhampton, Tel 07 4937 1381. Winch
operations weekends and weekdays by
arrangement. Club fleet 3 gliders including 2 x
two seaters, 10 private gliders. Facilities
include: Clubhouse, Bunkhouse, Caravan Park,
Hangarage, Club owns the airfield. 26
members.

CorAngAmite soAring Club

Kurweeton Pastoral Co, Kurweeton Derrinallum
- Private strip. Tel 03 5593 9277. Winch and
self Launch. Club Fleet 1 x two seater, 2
private aircraft. Flying by arrangement. 5
members

Cudgegong soAring p/l

Gulgong - (199 Stubbo Road, North from
Gulgong. Leave on Medley St., road becomes
"Barney Reef Road" after level crossing. At
7km, turn right onto Stubbo Rd. Airfield 2km
on left). Tel 0418 286 033. Winch operations
weekends and by arrangement. All aircraft are
privately owned. The club owns the airfield,
has a clubhouse, caravan Park, camp sites,
workshop and hangars. 10 members.

dArling doWns soAring Club

McCaffrey Field (Warrego Hwy, at 8km W of
Jondaryan, turn S down Mason Rd), Tel 0409
807 826. Aerotow operations weekends, public
Holidays and by arrangement. The club has 7
gliders including 2 x two seaters. There are 26
private gliders. Facilities include: Bar, Kitchen,
Cluhouse, Bunkhouse, caravan park, camp
sites, BBQ area, Showers, Wi-Fi, Lounge,
Workshop, Hangarage, Club own the airfield.
100 members. www.ddsc.org.au

geelong gliding Club

Shared facilities with VMFG and Beaufort GC at
Bacchus Marsh Airfield. Tel 0409 212 527.
Operations by aero tow weekends and public
Holidays and by arrangement. Monthly
winching also available. 3 Tugs, 6 club gliders
including 2 x two seaters, 16 private gliders,

Tyagarah Airfield (council owned) - E side of
Pacific Hwy, 5 kms N of Byron Bay. Entry off
Gray's Lane then 2nd left into Old Brunswick
Road passed the blue hangars to club white
hangars at the eastern end of this dirt road.
Telephone (02) 66847627. Operations are 4
days a week, self launch only. The club owns 1
Jabiru Falke and there are 4 private
motorgliders - Falke 2000, 2 Dimonas and Grob
109A (some available for hire). Facilities
include: Clubhouse with kitchen and bathroom,
2 hangars, with only basic camping on
grounds. 42 members. www.byrongliding.com

gliding Club oF viCtoriA

45 km's North of Brisbane on Bruce Hwy
PO Box 920, Caboolture, Qld 4510
Tel 0418713903
Flying: Fridays, weekends, Public Holidays.
Aerotow with Piper Pawnee (SPA) Licensed
aerodrome, bar - canteen
85 Flying members www.glidingcaboolture.org.au

GCWA is about 1.5 hours, 160 km’s east of
Perth, towards Kalgoorlie. The club operates
weekends and public holidays, with sealed
runways, hangar, club rooms and a fleet of 7
aircraft and Pawnee Tow plane. The club
operates from the Cunderdin airfield and can
be contacted on 0417 992 806 or see us at
www.glidingwa.com.au The club currently has 61
members.
gliding tAsmAniA (The Soaring Club of
Tasmania) is situated half way between
Launceston and Hobart on the Midland
highway (4km east of Woodbury). 28
members. Operations every Sunday and
Saturdays by arrangement. Club owns ASK13,
Club Libelle, Pawnee Tug. MotorFalke also
available for dual flying. Private fleet includes
Nimbus and Grob 103M.
Ph. 0419992264 www.soaringtasmania.org.au

CAboolture gliding Club

CAnberrA gliding Club

Bunyan Airfield , 1297 Monaro Highway, Bunyan
NSW 2630 (13km north of Cooma, Western side of
highway), Located at: -36° 08' S, 149° 09' E. Tel#
0429 523 994. Aerotow operations weekends and
public Holidays. The club has 4 aircraft including 2
tow seaters. Private fleet is 11 gliders. Facilities
include: Clubhouse, bunkhouse, club and private
hangars, Club own the airfield. www.canberragliding.
org 51 members. Wave flying centre for NSW

Samaria Road Benalla, Tel 03 5762 1058, State
Gliding Centre of Victoria. Club rooms with Bar
and large lounge dinning, Office, Members
kitchen and commercial Kitchen Toilets and
briefing rooms with storage. Members Caravan
Park with Ablution block and dormitory
accommodation.. Weekends from April-Sept, 7
day a week operations at other times. GFA
approved workshop. 8 club aircraft including 4
two seaters, 41 private aircraft. Hangar space,
Large private hangar complex. 115 members.
www.glidingclub.org.au

gliding Club oF Western AustrAliA
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goulburn vAlley soAringn

Lot 2, Tidboald Road Wahring, Located at:
-36.41S 145.14E. Winch operations Saturdays
and Sundays by appointment. 4 club aircraft
and 2 private. Clubhouse, Shower and toilets.
Caravan Park, Private units, Hangars. 13
members. Private owned strip.

grAFton gliding Club

Waterview Heights (Eatonsville Rd, 8km W of
South Grafton). Tel 02 6654 1638. Winch
Operations Saturday or by arrangement mid
week. The club has two aircraft including 1
two seater, with one single seater. Facilities
include a hangar. 8 members.

grAmpiAns soAring Club

Located at Ararat Airfield (Victoria) the club
operates at weekends and public holidays
with independent operator mid-week
activities by arrangement. Launching is
primarily by aerotow; winching also available.
Fleet comprises basic trainer (Puchacz) and
advanced trainer (Janus C) plus Jantar Std 3
and H201B Libelle; 8 private single-seaters.
Hangar space often available for visiting pilots
plus club-house and bunkroom
accommodation. Locality offers excellent XC,
ridge soaring and mountain wave
opportunities. Camps at Jallukar (near
Grampians) Easter and Queens Birthday.
Well-deserved reputation as the Soaring
Centre of Victoria. Clubhouse phone (03)
5352-4240 W/E or 0409-336-914. www.
grampianssoaringclub.com/

gympie gliding Club

Located at Kybong 10 km south of Gympie,
26 degrees S, 152 degrees 42 E. on the
Bruce Highway. Telephone
54851895/54477647 . Winch operations .
Operates Wednesdays and Saturdays and
other days by arrangement.Facilities include
Club House and Hangars . Gympie Airfield is
a CTAF and hosts other power aviation and
commercial operations.The Club has 2 Club
two seaters, 2 single seaters and 10 private
single. www.ggc.gympiegliding.org.au . 43
members.

horshAm Flying Club

Horsham airport – Geodetic Road Horsham.
Tel 03 5382 3491. Weekends and public
holidays, aerotow. Clubhouse, Bar, canteen,
Bunkhouse, campsites, Caravan Park,
Workshop, hangar space. 5 club aircraft
including 2 x two seaters. 8 private aircraft.

hunter vAlley gliding Club

Warkworth - (10km W of Singleton. S along
Putty Rd to Mt Thorley intersection, then W
towards Denman. 1st turn right after crossing
the river at Warkworth), Tel 02 6574 4556.
Aerotow operations weekends, Public
Holidays and one friday/month. Club owns 2
two seaters and 2 singles and the private
fleet includes 16 gliders. Facilities: Clubhouse,
bunkhouse, caravan park, camp sites,
workshop, club owns airfield. www.hvgc.com.au
54 members.

kingAroy soAring Club

Situated at Kingaroy Airfield, Club Gliders
include Duo Discus X, Ask 21,2 Discus CS and
Astir CS77. 30 Private gliders, Facilities include
Club House with licenced bar, Bunk House
accommodation for 35 in single and family
rooms. New Club Hangar to be completed by
late 2013. Operations every weekend, First
Thursday of the month 4 day weekend and
two after 3 day weekend i.e. Friday, Saturday
and Sunday. Come and visit one of the
friendliest clubs around 130 members
Contact Club House 61 7 4162 2191 Launch
Point 0438 179 163 www.kingaroysoaring.com.
au

lAke keepit soAring Club

The Club lies within Lake Keepit State Park off
the Oxley Highway between Gunnedah and
Tamworth, Elev 1120ft AMSL. Tel: 02 6769
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7514. Operates 365 days a year. Aerotow
every day, winch every second Saturday. 9
Club Gliders including 4 two seaters, 40
private gliders. Facilities include Flight Centre;
Clubhouse; kitchen/BBQ; double, single,
twinshare accommodation; camp sites;
workshop; hangarage. 135 members.
www.keepitsoaring.com.

lAtrobe vAlley gliding Club

Latrobe Valley regional Airport – Airfield Road
Morwell. Tel# 0407 839 238, Weekends, Public
Holidays and mid week by appointment. 3 club
gliders, 3 private gliders.

leeton AviAtors Club

Brobenah - (9km N of Leeton PO, on E of
main canal at foot of Brobenah Hills). 26' 07"
E. Tel 02 6953 6970. Winch operations
Saturday and Sunday by arrangement. Club
A/C 1 tow seater and one private motorglider.
Facilities include Clubhouse showers toilets,
Canteen, hangar with workship, Camping. 7
members.

melbourne motorgliding Club

Moorabbin Airfield, Grange road Mentone. Tel
0418 511 557. Operates Motorglider AEF’s
around Melbourne anytime by booking. Royal
Victorian Aero Bar and restaurant. Controlled
airspace operations. 2 members.

milliCent gliding Club

Mt Burr Road Millicent. Tel 0427 977 241.
Winch launch operations Sundays or by
arrangement. Two club aircraft one two
seater, 3 private aircraft. Bar, Clubhouse,
Workshop, Hangarage. 9 members.

classifieds & events
Contacts at Tel 08 9881 1795 or 0407088314,
www.narroginglidingclub.org.au Members76.

nArromine gliding Club

The club owns and operates Twin Astir, Duo
Discus, LS4, Libelle, Discus B. Tugs: club owned
Pawnee 260 and private owned C-180.14
private owned gliders.
Facilities include club house with licenced
bar and kitchen. Private owned tourist park on
site with En-suite rooms,airconditioning,
kitchen, recreation room, laundry. Walking
distance from town. The club operates full
time November to April and Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon
for the rest of the year. 46 Members - The club
welcomes all visitors.
www.narromineglidingclub.com.au

northern AustrAliAn gliding Club

Batchelow adjacent to the township. Tel 08
8941 2512. Operations Saturdays and public
Holidays. Aerotow operations, 1 two seater, 3
private gliders. Club House, Hangarage
available. 2 members.

north QueenslAnd soAring Centre

Corinda Avenue, Columbia, Charters Towers,
Tel 0428 797 735, Operations by winch
Sundays and public Holidays by arrangement.
5 Private gliders. 13 members.
www.nqsoaring.org.au

rAAF WilliAmtoWn gliding Club

morAWA gliding Club

Williamtown airforce base 25 km’s North of
Newcastle on Nelsons Bay Road., Tel 02 4982
9334. Club fleet 2 Two seaters and 2 single
seat gliders. Facilities include: workshop. 14
members. Operations weekends by
appointment.

mount beAuty gliding Club

Renmark airfield, Turn off 6km on Renmark to
Berri Rd, Tel 0417 890 215. Operations
weekends, public Holidays and by
arrangement. Two club aircraft, 1 private, Bar,
canteen, Club house, bunkhouse, workshop,
hangar sites. www.sportaviation.riverland.net.au 6
members. Aerotow operations.

We are a small country gliding club 410 km’s
North of Perth We are a winch club with two 2
seaters and one single, operating when we
can and usually by prior arrangement.
Morawa Contact - 08 9971 1775, Perth
Contact - 08 9387 3654 derry@primus.com.au,
PO Box 276, Morawa, WA 6623. Current
Mount Beauty Airfield operations weekends
and public holidays and by arrangement.
Winch launching with a two seater and single
seat fleet. 30 members with a range of
private gliders and motorgliders. Tel 0417
565 514. www.mtbeauty.com/gliding

mourA gliding Club

Location: On Moura-Theodore Rd , 5 mins
from Moura, Tel 07 4997 1430. 3 members,
operations Sunday by winch. Facilities include
Club House, hangar, 1 x two seater.

murrAy bridge gliding Club

Pallamana (7km from Murray Bridge on
Palmer Rd). Tel 0403 318 277 www.
murraybridgegc.com Operations are self
launching and by arrangement. 1 club 2
seater motorised and 3 private motorgliders.
Club House, Hangarage. www.
murraybridgegc.com 15 members.

murrAy vAlley soAring Club

Redlands Road Corowa 3km’s west of town.
Tel 02 6033 5036. Seasonal professional
operation, aerotow or self launch. . www.
australian-soaring-corowa.com Large hangar,
clubhouse with office, internet, bar, Showers,
BBQ, Swimming pool, Spa, water ballast,
battery recharging services, Paved roads and
runways, camping and caravan sites. Two
tugs. We own and operate four unique 40ft
sea containers to ship 6 gliders per container.

nArrogin gliding Club

Located 8 km’s west of Narrogin Township WA on
Clayton Road This is about 200km’s Sth East of
Perth. The club features a powered Caravan Park,
Ablution Block, kitchen, workshop, Licenced Bar,
clean accommodation, Sealed Runways. The
club fleet comprises three two seaters and three
single seat A/C with Pawnee Tug. The club
operates weekends and public Holidays and
conducts 5/6 day beginner courses. The club
conducts annual wave camps at the Stirlings, Flyins to local farms and Cross country courses.

renmArk gC - riverlAnd sport AviAtion

sCout gliding Club

Armstrong, (On Morgan Rd, 10km N of
Blanchetown, W side of River Murray). Tel
0418 815 618. www.airactivities.sa.scouts.
com.au Operations weekends and by
arrangement. Self launching 2 x motorfaulks.
Club House, Bunk house, Full kitchen and
dining facilities, camp sites. 9 members.

southern riverinA gliding Club

Gate 3 Tocumwal Aerodrome 2km east
Operations 7 days a week all year round.
Launching by aerotow. 3 club operated gliders
- 2x2 seaters and one single seater 76
members with a range of private gliders and
motor gliders. BBQ and full kitchen facilities.
CFI 0358 743 052. Located at -35° 48' 42" S,
145° 36' 30" E www.srgc.com.au.

southern Cross gliding Club

Located at Sydney Metro Airport Camden, a
licensed General Aviation airport, hosting
operations in the commercial, private, sports and
recreational aviation areas. It has a reputation as
Australia’s leading sports/recreational aviation
airport. Hangar sites available, GFA approved
workshop on the aerodrome. Aerotow Piper
Pawnee (CPU, FBI, SMS) Flying Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, Monday and Wednesday. P.O. Box 132,
Camden, NSW 2570
0425 281 450 or airfield on 0402 055 093
www.gliding.com.au

southern tAblelAnds gliding Club

Lockesyleigh" Carrick (11nm NE of Goulburn - N
on Hume Hwy 12km, Left onto Carrick Rd, 8km,
over railway on right). Tel 0408 647 671. Winch
operations Saturdays or by arrangement.
Facilities include hangarage. www.stgc.org.au
The club has 2 two seaters and a single. south

gippslAnd gliding Club

Leongatha airfield 8km’s south of Korumburra. Tel
0437 041 709. Operations weekend and public
Holidays and by arrangement, Winch launching

with rope. Aerotowing by arrangement. 4 club
aircraft including 2 x two seaters. 2 Private gliders.
14 members. Camp sites, workshop, hangar

southWest slope soAring p/l

Operations from Bendick Murrell airfield. E. Tel
0488 531 216. Winch and self launch by
arrangement. Club own 1 two seater and has 3
private gliders. Facilities include: Hangar,
powered camping area on town water.

sportAviAtion – toCumWAl

7 day a week all year round operations by
Aerotow. Gate 10, Babbingtons Road
Tocumwal airport. Tel 0427 534 122. www.
sportaviation.com.au 52 members, 5 club
aircraft including 2 two seaters, 9 private
aircraft. Caravan Park, Kitchen, Bathroom,
BBQ area reception/Office, Conference and
briefing rooms, Wi/Fi Hangarage water, full
time courses. www.sportaviation.com.au

sunrAysiA gliding Club

Winch launching Weekends and public Holidays.
3 km’s West of Koorlong, Mildura. Tel 03 5025
7335. 22 members, 2 two seat and 2 single
seat aircraft, 5 other private aircraft. Canteen
Clubhouse, camp sites. www.sunraysiaglidingclub.
org.au

sydney gliding inC.

Operations from Camden Airport.. Tel 0412
145 144. Self launch operations weekends
and midweek by prior arrangement. Club has
2 self launching 2 seaters. 10 members. www.
sydneygliding.com.au

soAr nArromine p/l

Operations from the Narromine airfield west
outskirts of town. Tel 0419 992 396. 7 day a
week aerotow operation 2 tugs. 10 club
aircraft including 3 two seaters. Facilities
include: Caravan park with En-suit rooms and
showers and air-conditioning. Camp Kitchen
self cooking, recreation room with TV and
Laundry Facilities. www.soarnarromine.com.au

sCout Assn oF AustrAliA nsW gliding Wing

GFA cAlendAr
Use the Contact GFA menu at
www.glidingaustralia.org to send
events the GFA Secretariat for
publishing online and in GA
VSA State Championships
Bacchus Marsh
12 - 18 January 2014
Practice day Sunday12 Jan, Comp commences
Monday 13 Jan to Saturday 18 Jan. Wind up &
Awards Dinner Sat 18 Jan. Contest Director - Ian
Patching patching@westnet.com.au
SA Coaching Week
Stonefield

Cathy Conway
cath@internode.on.net
48th Horsham Week Competition
1 – 8 Feb 2014
This is perhaps the longest continuously running
competition in Australia, and is a welcoming and

Warwick Gliding Club is a small, friendly
gliding club located at the Warwick Airfield on
the Darling Downs in South-East Queensland
2 hours drive from Brisbane.
Tel: 07 3077 6973 www.warwickgliding.org.au

WAikerie gliding Club

Operations weekends and by arrangement, 7
day operations December and January.
Waikerie airfield 3 km’s east of town. Tel 08
8541 2644. Aerotow operations. 4 club aircraft
including 1 x two seater, 17 private gliders.
Trailer park. 29 members. www.
waikerieglidingclub.com.au

WhyAllA gliding Club

Tregalana (25km from Whyalla on the Whyalla
to Port Augusta Highway on the Right) Tel 08
8645 0339. Winch launching operations
Sundays. Two single seat club aircraft, 1
private. Club House, hangarage available.

ASH 25 1800 hours Refinished in PU,
Cobra metal top trailer, bugwippers, Jaxea all
weather covers, 26m Tips with .5 High Winglets,
Mountain High Oxy. Make an offer; Contact
Aaron for more info and pics 0412 867
672

details contact the Contest Director Rolf Beulter at

cd@horshamweek.org.au or see the website at
www.horshamweek.org.au
Alpine Coaching
Mount Beauty NEW DATES
15-22 February 2014
Experienced pilots contact Ian Grant

22 - 29 March 2014

WArWiCk gliding Club

Your ad will be placed on the GFA website for
a period of 1 month and published in the
next edition of Gliding Australia. For the
current advertising charges, please go to
www.glidingaustralia.org and click Classifieds.

pilots entering a competition for the first time. For

Operations from Temora Airfield 2km’s Nth of the
township off airport Road.. Tel 02 6977 2733.
Operations by aerotow weekends with full time
camps in January and others by arrangement. Club
owns a two seater, Private fleet, 7 single seaters.
Facilities include: Bar, canteen, Clubhouse, camp
sites,
Bacchus Marsh Airfield 8 km’s south of
Bacchus Marsh on the Geelong Road.
Operations weekends, Public Holidays and
Fridays. Tel 0402 281928. 115 members,
aerotow operations. Two tugs and 7 gliders in
the fleet with 4 two seaters and a two seat
motorglider. 34 private gliders.

Please send classified advertisements with
payment to: GFA
1-13 The Gateway Broadmeadows VIC
3047. Tel: 9359 1613 Email: Registration@
glidingaustralia.org

friendly competition suitable for all levels including

ian.grant.gliding@gmail.com
Coaching - G Dale - WA Clubs

viCtoriAn motorless Flight group

www.glidingaustralia.org

Gliders For sAle
two seAt

Jan 19 – 27, 2014

Operates from the Camden airfield. See
Sydney gliding for location details. Tel 02 9773
5648. Operations with self launch motor glider
and 1 two seater glider. Weekends and other
sites by arrangement. Membership restricted
to youth scout Assn members.

temorA gliding Club

clAssiFied
AdVertisinG

Duo Discus T JSR First flown January 2003,
2000 hours, 10 hours engine time, one owner,

10 – 14 March 2014

impeccable condition, reliable turbo, beautifully

Swain.Johnson@bentley.com
Motor Glider Engine Course
Waikerie Gliding Club

finished, meticulously maintained, winglets,
instruments, oxygen, parachutes, trailer,
complete package. Contact Ralph, ralph@

Training in all levels, from basic servicing up to
and including overhaul for suitably experienced
applicants. Accommodation and evening meals
will be available on site. For bookings and
further information contact John Hudson.

hudson@senet.com.au

Friday 18 April serves as arrival, registration, tie
down and practice day. First comp day is
Saturday 19 April with last comp day on
Saturday 26 April. Dinner to be held that night
at venue TBD, but probably same as last year.
Dry comp - no water ballast, and open to all
classes. CD is Dave Donald on 0409 059929
by

Boonah

Gliding Club - Denis Nolan on 0400 159259

denisnolan@gmx.com.
Club & Sports Class Nationals

Goondiwindi Qld
6-17 October 2014
The competition is being run by Gliding
Queensland as a co-operative effort of all
Queensland Clubs. For further information in the
first instance contact Dave Donald 0409
059929 or icansoar@y7mail.com

ASG29E Less then 200 hrs, Engine zero time
and still factory inhibited. Cobra trailer always
kept in a hangar, comes with all tow out gear.
most discerning pilot, available after the

19-26 April 2014

Organised

sinGle seAt

Everything presents like new, would suit the

Queensland Easter Comps

icansoar@y7mail.com

jsrsoaring.com.au or mobile 0409 009 094

Kingaroy Nationals. Asking 175,000 OBO for
more details contact Brad Edwards Mob
0427 202535.

Astir CS

VH-WUN. Basic instruments

including Borgelt B-20 vario, Microair 760 and
licensed trailer. Form 2 to November 2014.
6809hrs, 5779 TT. Ideal first glider. Presently
hangered at Warwick. Call Denis Nolan 0400
159 259 or David Kinlan 0417 838 662
$14,000

Jantar Std 2 VH CQR
HVGC club glider since new. Good condition,
well maintained and with open trailer. Basic
instruments plus FLARM. Good performance
and value for money. $18,000 ono. Call Mick
Webster 0418 269 145
or mail mickwebster1@bigpond.com

☛

continued over page
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Build it yourself Glider Trailer Kit
• Light weight Aluminium Clamshell Trailer
• Tail / Wing and Belly Dollies included

classifieds
single seat

SparrowHawk VH-GNY Ready to fly: EDS

Germany. Dual CHT,EGT, transponder and

oxygen with kevlar cylinder, BRS ballistic

GPS100. Great Glider 30:1 plus touring 85knot

parachute, Cambridge 302/303, Xcom radio,

TAS at 15 l/hr NSW. Must sell price reduced to

excellent trailer, other extras available. Located

$55,500. ken.flower747@gmail.com 0457

at Warkworth, NSW. $58,000 morgan@sandercock.

811 627

com +1 541 350 8517
SparrowHawk N-707PM Ready to fly: EDS
oxygen with kevlar cylinder, BRS ballistic
parachute, Cambridge 302/303, Microair radio,
LAK 12, 1996. Genuine 50:1 (Google Richard
Johnston Lak 12 flight test); 20.5m wings; Flaps;
Retractable wheel; Tail wheel mod; Tow out
gear. TT 490 hours. Fabulous glider to own and
fly. Easy to fly. Perfect first glider. Excellent
factory trailer. $38,500. Hangared Stonefield.
Would consider one or two co-owners. Chris
0418 234 000. ultrabat@gmail.com or go
to photos pages on www.theultrabat.com

Libelle H201 (VH-GSU). 3516 Hrs.
Very good condition. Basic instruments, wing
covers, tow-out gear, and trailer (reg'd to
11/2014). $11,000 ONO. Photos on request.
Contact Chris (03) 5790 5262.
LS6, tail tank, basic instruments, Microair
radio, tow-out gear and Komet trailer. Offers
around $53k. Cambridge logger, AusFlarm, Ilec
vario, parachute negotiable. Contact Andrew
0409 829 895 or Mike 0403 840 607
Nimbus 3 25.5m, single seat, 4500 hours,

excellent trailer, other extras available. Located
at Bend, Oregon, USA. USD$40,000 morgan@
sandercock.com +1 541 350 8517
Foka 5R. Curious about the 'R'? Contact me
to find out. Good condition, basic instruments
and dry trailer. Reasonable offers. Caleb 0414
902 196 or gliderdriver@gmail.com
VENTUS

2CX 900hrs, LX9000 flight

computer, ready for jet sustainer installation
(wiring, Fuel tank and pumps already installed)

AMT 200 Super Ximango
Unquestionably the best touring motorglider
of its type. Latest wing, winglet and aileron profile.
35:1 glide ratio. Well ballanced, a pleasure to fly.
For a full Specification and photographs, email
energy@whitsunday.net.au $135,000 for
quick sale. Organise your trial flight.

All reasonable offers considered. Andrew

V- Towing Bar, Auto- Reverse, Spare
Wheel, long retractable Jockey Wheel, lockable one - hand
central Latch on Back of Clamshell, large Hatch in front, Vent
Grill on back, Solar Vent in centre - all standard
Bed made from 25mm GFRP Panels, Clamshell constructed
from cnc - cut and bent aluminium sheet parts Clamshell is
structural when latched giving torsional stiffness to the bed for
speeds tested in excess of 100mph.
Approx Cost: Starting from 6,700 Euro ex. Factory + Shipping & GST.

0488161844 georgo28@bigpond.com
powered aircraft/tugs

Register your interest now so you
don’t miss out. Costs on
shipping will be kept to a minimum,
as a number of flat packs
will easily fit into our shipping container

DG 400. Hangared at Gawler GYO currently
has 1,299 hrs airframe and 104 engine (25 hourly
recently completed). Chute, Trailer, MH Oxy,
covers etc. included. All maintenance and annuals
by Morgy. Brilliant climb rate and 15 or 17
meter

span

gives

convenience

plus

performance plus fun. A steal at $79,000.
Contact Richard Skinner on 0419 818 024 or

Fournier

RF4D

VH-TKD. Superb

aircraft. More info and Photos by email

For more information ANZ Agent - Swain Johnson: 0412827252
or email swaino@hotmail.com.au or http://aero-works.de

kroegert@gmail.com 0408 659 389.
Price now dropped to AUD 36,000 negotiable.

skinnerr@iprimus.com.au
STEMME S10V. 1995 model, 1490 hrs. 350
hrs engine TBO. New magneto, clutch. Propellor
last overhauled 2012. Wing folding mechanism
for single pilot ops, solar panel, Jaxida covers.
Hangared always. Mike
finished in PU- exc condition, L Nav, XCOM

0488 787 738

stemmeggx@gmail.com

Radio, Bohli vario, Mtn High Oxy, Oudie, Colibri

Super Ximango AMT-200 VH-VLO, built

with FLARM, tail tank, tow out gear, wing

1996.Rotax 912A, <500 hrs engine and

covers, Dual Axle German built enclosed trailer

airframe. Extensive Form 2 being finalised. All

with rigging system for 1.5 persons, current

Rotax AD's complete. Wings refinished in poly

Form 2 provided, hangared at Benalla,

this year. New harnesses. New brake discs.

completed several 1,000 kms flights. Pics

Retractable undercarriage. 100knot Cruise.

available. Price: $65,000. prhco@bigpond.

$98,750 ono Contact mark@swiftavionics.

com 0420 379 068 / 0428 583 746

com.au

IS29D VH-GWC (1252 hrs / 928 landings)

HPH 304 SHARK 18M competition

spares separately. A good tidy reliable aircraft.
For photos/spares list contact Frank Drinan
0417 632 338.

instruments & equipment

sailplane. Showroom condition, Less than
300hrs. Altair flight computer and Cobra trailer,
Motorglider Syndicate - Melbourne
Interested in convenient, easy to access
soaring all year round, just minutes from home?

LS3 VH-DLJ serial no 3080 40-1 glider for

We are seeking expressions of interest in

sale in very good condition, 1900 hrs c/w

syndicate shares in the Melbourne Motorgliding

current form 2, roadworthy trailer good

Club's HK-36R Super Dimona XGE. Email

instruments inc Becker radio Cambridge ELNAV,

barry.hendy@gmail.com for more info

Oxygen system plus new water Bags and good

Touring Motor Glider G109. Great

tow out gear. $34k ono . Call Cliff on 0405

condition and low hrs, 1890 hrs TT only 190hrs.

450 881 or c.hitch@bigpond.net.au

New Engine and Prop fitted 2007 by Grob in
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coverings. Extensive spares package. Will sell

on 0429 326 182

vinceev8@gmail.com 0403 563 251

bigpond.com

Recent fuselage tidy up and repaint, New seat

hangar and all equipment. For details call Alan

trailer. $3800. Contact Vince Everett at

georgo28@

VHF, MOGAS STC, Kosola wing cluster STC,

performance based at Bathurst. Share includes

2009 trailered since then at Caboolture. No

offer. Andrew 0488161844

with 15 Hrs since Top OH, Low hrs Prop. UHF/

DG500M Share available in this high

basic instruements, tow out gear.Last flown

factory painted and extras. $110 000 or best

1977 Piper PA-25D Pawnee Lyc
0-540 260HP. AFTT 5460 hrs, Eng TSOH 1100

Cambridge data logger $300 ONO,
Borgelt B2000 and B50 $700 ONO,
Borgelt B2500 and B800 $1400 ONO &

Winter 10 Kts Vario at $350. Louis
0468 630 071.
wanted

Trailer to suit Twin Astir. Open or
closed, but must be in good condition and
roadworthy. Opportunity for you to dispose of
your surplus trailer from your retired Blanik or
IS28. Contact Graham 0478 220 227
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